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By JIMMY HUNTER

The biggest kid on the playground
who picks on and steals from the
weakest kid in school has been the
silhouette for bullies for decades. In
today’s digital world, there is a new
face of bullying: the person with the
best computer skills and the most
insulting Facebook comments. But
who is really behind these words?

The bullies have advanced their
methods in the new digital era. Their
threats and insults are permanently
floating around online. Now, we are
all involved in bullying as we sit
scrolling through the insulting com-
ments floating around the Internet.

Rosalind Wiseman, an author of
two books on teen bullying says,
“Because [cyberbullying] is so pub-
lic, it makes everyone feel like it’s
happening all the time…The thing
that makes the victims feel desper-
ately miserable is the feeling the en-
tire community is ganging up on them
and nobody is coming to their side.’’

On September 9, in Winter Haven,
Fla., 12 year old Rebecca Ann
Sedwick took her own life after an-
other 12 year old girl and a 14 year
old girl bullied her for almost a year.
The two bullies used social media
sites and physical confrontations to
torment and harass Rebecca to the
point where she flung herself from
the top of an abandoned, three story
concrete factory.

How does this happen? Where do
two young girls learn to think that
relentlessly harassing someone is ac-
ceptable? As Polk County Sherriff
Grady Judd, the lead investigator
put it, “The apple doesn’t fall far
from the tree.”

It is a well known fact that chil-
dren form their personalities from
the examples of their parents. Ado-
lescents need guidance in order to
figure out right from wrong. Every-
one makes mistakes they must learn
from, but bullying is not a mistake
minors make on their own. There is
always some force behind a bully
fueling their harassments. In Rebecca’s
case, the bullies were supported by
their parents.

Sherriff Judd looks to convict the
parents of the 14 year old bully for
tolerating the harassment of Rebecca.
The girl posted on Facebook that she
did not care Rebecca killed herself.
Instead of punishing their daughter, the
girl’s parents covered for her saying

her account had been hacked. Sherriff
Judd replied with, “You tell me that
there’s not parents, who instead of tak-
ing that device and smashing it into a
1,000 pieces in front of her child, says,
‘Oh, her account was hacked?’ We see
where the problem is.”

The teens themselves can be pun-
ished for the act of bullying, but their
parents should be held responsible for
encouraging such behavior. The mother
who attempted to cover for her
daughter’s heartless post after
Rebecca’s death was arrested for child
abuse in an unrelated event, on which
Mr. Judd commented, “This clearly
indicates to us that this appears to be a
normal way of life.” The two girls did
not wake up one day and decide to be
bullies; they followed their parents’
lead.

The unfortunate reality is bullying is
not a crime in Florida, so the worst
crime the girls can be charged with is
aggravated harassment. The issue of
bullying is dealt with state by state; the
severity of the punishments range from
none at all in some states to incredibly
strict, like in New Jersey, where the
mention of the term “bullying” will
likely lead to a full blown investigation.

Few may argue that we can only
parent kids so much and we can not
hold their hand through everything.
Although we can not shield our kids
from the horrors and pains of making
mistakes, we need to be able to recog-
nize their bad behavior and correct it
accordingly. It is one thing to be un-
aware of a bully, but it is entirely differ-
ent to turn a blind eye to, or in the
Rebecca Ann’s case, cover up for a
bully. It is a difficult issue to handle, but
it can be dealt with. Completely elimi-
nating bullying is nearly impossible;
anti-bullying advocates are looking for
justice.

Negative involvement of parents has
always been present in the history of
bullying, but parents are not entirely
responsible for these cases.It is still
possible a child will become a bully
even if their parents are good role
models. However, the bad examples
some parents set for their children
have an even greater impact on their
victims due to social media. Parents
not only need to set good examples for
their children, but they need to be
involved in what their children are
doing online.

***
Editors Note: Jimmy Hunter is a

junior at Westfield High School.

CDC Receives Proclamation
For 95 Seasons of Hard Work

Who is Really Watching You?
By NATALIE MARCOTULLIO

Think about the amount of times a
day you go on the Internet or use your
phone. Now think about all the “top
secret text messages” you have sent
to a friend or about that time you
Googled something really embarrass-
ing or inappropriate that you swore
would have killed you if anyone ever
found out.

In reality, there is a government
machine that is able to see not only
those private texts or Internet
searches, but also your entire techno-
logical life.

Just this year, Edward Snowden, a
former U.S. intelligence defense con-
tractor leaked top-secret information
on this government “machine” that is
able to stalk your entire being. This
machine can see every United States
citizen’s personal texts, Internet
searches, calls, emails, or any other
form of interactions that involve tech-
nology. The fact that a giant com-
puter is keeping track of our every
move seems more like a plot from a
futuristic sci-fi novel, not the actions
of a democratic government.

We are not the only country who
the U.S. government has kept tags
on. The whole National Security
Agency (NSA) scare has been brought
back up with a large backlash from
France, who recently discovered that
the U.S. government had been using
the same technology to watch over
them. America has records of over 70
million French citizens’ phone calls
from only one year. Making sure to
not be outdone by the French, the
news of the U.S. getting caught in
another spying incident has only dras-
tically increased the paranoia of the
American public.

It is this exact fear that has caused
many to think of Edward Snowden as
a hero, rather than as a traitor to the
country. Many think he took a coura-
geous stand in revealing what he be-
lieved the people deserve to know
rather than the censored information
the government feeds us.

Personally, I believe that Snowden
should not be celebrated as a hero,
however citizens should also not just
brush off the information he has
leaked. It is our constitutional right as
American citizens that we will not be
subjected to unreasonable searches.
It clearly states in Amendment IV,
“The right of the people to be secure
in their persons, houses, papers, and
effects, against unreasonable searches
and seizures, shall not be violated...”

Although the founding fathers ob-
viously did not have Internet and the
technology we have today while writ-

ing the Constitution, it is undoubt-
edly true that the government does
not have the right to search through
our private information without a
warrant. This means the government’s
current actions are completely un-
constitutional.

It may appear that there has been
progression in the institution of war-
rants with the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Court (FISC), however,
this is not the case. The FISC was
created under the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act of 1978 to protect
American’s fourth Amendment
rights, especially dealing with tech-
nology. The FISC issues warrants for
electronic surveillance, however a
majority of these warrants are simply
bypassed due to security reasons.
Obviously security is an important
issue, but in the past denying citizens
their believed basic rights lead to a
massive war within our own country.

On the other hand, it is hard to
ignore the opposition from those who
support the NSA. President Barack
Obama and other government offi-
cials often justify the over-protective
measures as a fight against terrorism.
Since 9/11, America has drastically
increased its anti-terrorism programs
to ensure the safety of its citizens. In
a way, it is hard to complain about the
government compromising privacy
for security, especially for those who
lost loved ones due to terrorist at-
tacks.

Overall, I believe that there is no
answer that will satisfy everyone in
this complex problem. There is a
huge gray area over the constitution-
ality of the government’s actions
verses the security issues at stake.
Over the years, there have been many
court cases involving the FISC and
government investigation without the
use of a warrant. Unfortunately, many
times the president simply claims that
it was for security reasons and the
necessity of informing our citizens of
the government’s illegal actions are
dismissed. It is unjust that the gov-
ernment keeps our citizens com-
pletely blind from their power to
watch every private electronic detail
in our lives. A government that is
built off of the ideas of freedom and
democracy cannot hide this kind of
crucial information from their citi-
zens without casing major specula-
tion. Think about it - if the govern-
ment has concealed a machine with
the power to survey your entire tech-
nological life, imagine what else they
have been keeping in the shadows.

***
Editors Note: Natalie Marcotullio

is a junior at Westfield High School.

CRANFORD – Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz presented a procla-
mation to the Cranford Dramatic
Club Theatre (CDC) recognizing
the theatre’s 95th season before a
recent performance of Little Shop
of Horrors.

Founded in 1919 the CDC Theatre
is an all-volunteer run theatre and a
registered 501©3 organization whose
productions are consistently recog-
nized for their excellence by the NJ
Association of Community Theatres,
NJYACT. The theatre’s The Music
Man was honored with the Perry
Award for Outstanding Production
of a Musical in 2013.

CDC Theatre’s 2013-2014 sea-
son will continue with a Children’s
Theatre production of Dear Edwina,
on Friday, December 6, and Satur-
day, December 7, and Sunday, De-
cember 8. The musical Spring Awak-

ening at the end of February and the
drama Doubt, A Parable will be
presented in May.

The Junior Theatre Program at
CDC Theatre includes ongoing
classes for children, the upcoming
production of Dear Edwina in De-
cember and two Junior Member
shows in June: Alice in Wonder-
land, with elementary/middle
school aged performers and
Urinetown, with high school aged
performers. Visit
www.cdctheatre.org for ticket and
audition information.

Funding has been made possible
in part by the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, Department of
State, and a Partner Agency of the
National Endowment for the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.

GOING STRONG…Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC) President Elizabeth
Howard, left, accepts a proclamation from Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz
recognizing and congratulation the CDC Theatre on its 95th production season.

IMPORTANCE OF ORGAN AND TISSUE DONATION…Children’s author
Rebecca Perlman Coniglio of New Providence penned a book about her daughter
learning the life-saving value of organ and tissue donation. The new book was
unveiled recently at a book reading at McGinn Elementary School in Scotch
Plains for third graders. “Lily’s Little Life Lesson: Lily’s Laces” follows the story
of Ms. Coniglio’s real-life daughter, Lily, who watched thousands of runners jog
past her New Providence home for the First Annual N.J. Sharing Network Walk
and USATF Certified 5K Race in 2011.

The Town Book Store to
Host Regina Calcaterra

WESTFIELD — The Town Book
Store is excited to host New York
Times bestselling author Regina
Calcaterra on Saturday, November 9,
from 2 - 4 p.m. Her memoir entitled
“Etched in Sand” recounts how she
and her four siblings survived an
abusive and painful childhood, car-
ing for one another while living in a
series of foster homes and intermit-
tent homelessness – all in the shad-
ows between Manhattan and the
Hamptons.

With an authentic voice, “Etched
In Sand” explores the love and sense
of responsibility that these five young
children felt for one another as they
worked together to survive years of
torment and neglect.

While growing up in Suffolk
County, New York with her four sib-
lings, Ms. Calcaterra lived in numer-
ous foster homes, homeless shelters,
and on the streets. Beating the odds,
She graduated from the State Univer-
sity of New York at New Paltz in
1988, and in 1996 she obtained her
juris doctorate while attending law
school in the evenings at Seton Hall
University School of Law.

Ms. Calcaterra became the found-
ing partner of the New York office of
Barrack, Rodos and Bacine (BR&B),
an internationally recognized and
highly ranked securities litigation
firm. In early 2012, Regina was ap-
pointed Chief Deputy to Suffolk
County Executive Steve Bellone
where she managed the day to day
operations of the county and man-
aged its immediate recovery after
Superstorm Sandy.

Regina serves as board member of
“You Gotta Believe,” an organization
that works towards getting older fos-
ter children adopted. She has worked
tirelessly to raise awareness of the
perils that foster children face if they
age out of the system parentless and
the need to get these youth adopted
into permanent homes.

Meet Regina Calcaterra at The
Town Book Store located at 270 East
Broad Street in Westfield (corner of
East Broad and Elmer Streets). If you
are unable to attend this event, feel
free to call The Town Book Store at
(908) 233-3535 to reserve an
autographed copy of “Etched in
Sand.”

“The Counselor”
Should Plead Guilty to Lousy Filmmaking

1 popcorn

SPFHS 2014 National Merit
Scholarship Semifinalists

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
Dr. David Heisey, Principal of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, recently
announced that Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood High School seniors Judah
Axelrod and Lauren Kilcullen have
been named Semifinalists in the 59th
annual National Merit Scholarship
Competition.

This designation identifies these
outstanding students as academically
talented high school seniors among
the 16,000 highest scoring students
nationwide on the PSAT/NMSQT
exam of critical reading, math and
writing skills.

Both Judah and Lauren have an
opportunity to continue in the com-
petition for some 8,300 National
Merit Scholarships, worth more than
$32 million, that will be offered next

spring.
To become a finalist, a semifinal-

ist must have an outstanding aca-
demic record throughout high
school, be endorsed and recom-
mended by the high school princi-
pal, and earn an SAT score that con-
firms the student’s earlier perfor-
mance on the qualifying test. In ad-
dition, semifinalists and a high
school official must submit a de-
tailed scholarship application, which
includes the student’s self-descrip-
tive essay and information about the
Semifinalists’ participation and lead-
ership in school and community ac-
tivities.

Merit Scholar designees are se-
lected on the basis of their skills,
accomplishments, and potential for
success in rigorous college studies.

MERIT SCHOLAR SEMI-FINALISTS...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
seniors Judah Axelrod and Lauren Kilcullen have been named Semifinalists in
the 59th annual National Merit Scholarship Competition.
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

“The Counselor,” director Ridley
Scott’s awkwardly convoluted,
displeasuring homage to the dark side of
humanity, sent me back to the scene of an
embarrassing literary faux pas, sopho-
more year in high school. Disenchanted
with John O’Hara’s collection of short
stories, “Pipe Night,” I informed in my
book review that it was ennuous.

That’s right…it’s wrong. There is no
adjective form for ennui, the French
derived word for boredom which I had
probably just learned somewhere. While
President Warren Harding was given
dispensation for his usage of ‘normalcy’
instead of normality in his campaign
plea for a ‘return to normalcy,’ Mr.
David Stamelman, my great and encour-
aging English teacher, accorded me no
such pardon.

 Correcting me, he kindly used neither
the terms pretentious nor sophomoric.
But I knew the score: Belles-Lettres 1,
Mike 0.

Well, as director Ridley Scott is well
past sophomore year, I have no com-
punction about according him a scarlet P
for pretentiousness. What an absolutely
horrible, misbegotten blight on the mo-
tion picture landscape this is. To its dubi-
ous credit, the jam-packed dumpster of
ugly notions, like a pervading stench you
can’t quite shake, has yet to fully dissi-
pate from my consciousness.

But no, this presumptuous, sinister
delve into bad taste about an ambitious
Texas lawyer (Michael Fassbender) who
wants to get in on the big bucks being
glommed by the drug cartel hombres
just across the border, is not ennuous.
More correctly, it will cause you much
ennui. In fact, I was compelled to check
my watch a full five times during the
course of the oppressive discomfort …a
modern day record for me.

Yep, that was me murmuring, “Please
let it end, please.” Still, because of a
liberal optimism contradictorily coupled
with that distasteful trait that causes us
to rubberneck whilst passing a traffic
accident, there was a strange mesmer-
ization occurring, too. It becomes clear
early on that Mr. Scott, working from a
screenplay by Pulitzer Prize-winning au-
thor Cormac McCarthy, wishes to say
something about the nature of evil.

Unfortunately, just what he means to
say about it is not at all clear, and I dare
opine, eludes him as well. Thus, as the
title character, played with a murky
moodiness by Michael Fassbender,
wends his way through a Dante’s In-
ferno of drug lords, intercessors and just
plain seedy wrongdoers, one can’t help
but conclude that, consciously or not,
this movie celebrates a fatalistic pessi-
mism.

You know, abandon hope all ye who
enter here…meaning everybody, even
the powerbrokers who, after subjugat-
ing everyone they can for as long as they

can, will eventually face their comeup-
pance. In other words, just what you
look for in an evening’s
entertainment….especially if you’re a
complete paranoid.

It’s a bruising panoply of non-stop
bad behavior, where to be good is osten-
sibly to be a victim…lorded over by
those powers that be in a hopeless mael-
strom of heartless, law of the jungle
ambiguity.

 Oh, and there’s lots of money, deca-
dence and glitzy appurtenances. The
Counselor, who may or not be in finan-
cial straits due to a lavish lifestyle, tools
around in a Bentley convertible. The
semi-kingpin pal (Javier Bardem) who
facilitates the deal our lawyer makes
with the Devil has at least two Ferraris,
one of which is sexually molested by his
gal pal, Malkina, treacherously exacted
by Cameron Diaz. Yeah, that kind of
depravity.

The action is slow to unreel. Director
Scott prefers to torture his audience with
long, lethargic monologues from each
principal. It all foments into a Greek
chorus foretelling of the doom that must
follow. Unless one emanates from very
dysfunctional circumstances, you’ll
agree the pontificators are hardly quali-
fied to expound on anything but their
degeneracy.

You can cut the posturing with a meat
cleaver, about the only weapon missing
from what ultimately fulminates into a
gratuitous blood bath. The best piece of
absurd pomposity comes from the shady
big cheese (Rubén Blades) of this snake-
filled underworld. When begged for
mercy by a tragically wretched casualty
of the drug wars, he disingenuously phi-
losophizes ad nauseam as if he were
Descartes. What disgusting chutzpah.

One apologist in my gym’s sauna,
where everyone becomes a pundit, ex-
plained that the film’s value lies in its
cautionary message: Don’t deal drugs.
Duh! I sadly contend that those so-in-
clined will only see this aberrant con-
temptuousness as glorification, not de-
terrent.

 That noted, in-between staccato bits
of graphic violence, we normal, law-
abiding folks are stupefied. We can’t
fathom how so fine a group of talents —
Brad Pitt, Javier Bardem, Cameron Diaz
and Penélope Cruz — led by such an
indisputably accomplished director could
ferment such a perfect storm of putridity.
Nah, I thought of that. Not even money
could blind you to the absolute defense-
lessness of “The Counselor.”

…
“The Counselor,” rated R, is a Twenti-

eth Century Fox Film Corporation re-
lease directed by Ridley Scott and stars
Michael Fassbender, Javier Bardem and
Cameron Diaz. Running time: 117 minutes
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