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Raiders Level Elizabeth for UCT Soccer Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

when Walsh, after a free kick from
Murphy, headed the ball in for the
score.

“I have never had so much fun in
one game. It was a great atmosphere.
It was a free kick. It rebounded off the
goalie. I headed it in. Almost missed,”
Walsh explained.

“We came out with what you would
expect a championship team to come
out with, the type of energy in the first
half. The whole first half was played
in that end. Thankfully, we got the
first goal in the first half. It would be
a shame not to have a goal, especially
with the way we played. Then in the
second half to immediately get the
second goal was very big,” Coach
Breznitsky said.

Murphy came through with the third
goal with 28 minutes remaining.

“The third goal just started with a
great build up of possession as we
had throughout the entire game. Then
I got it to Brian Rubin on the right
side. He had great stuff taking on a
couple of guys then set me up per-
fectly and I put it away from there,”
Murphy explained.

Raider junior forward Justin
Rodriques set up the next goal when
he drilled a shot off the far post,
drawing the goalkeeper out then
Zazzalli saw an opening and headed
it in for the score.

“Justin Rodriques took a shot. It hit off
the post. I just wanted to get a head to it
and got it in. Open net,” Zazzali said.

With 3:17 remaining, Minuteman
Wilmar Rusinque scored then with
less than two minutes remaining
Maximiliano Acosta scored.

“I wanted all the seniors to get in,
make sure they got to play. We have
seven. But it doesn’t matter. The
championship is where it belongs,
back in Scotch Plains,” Coach
Breznitsky said.

“Last year we got one. It was awe-
some. This year, we did it back-to-
back. It was an amazing feeling. We
tried to prove a point, and that’s what
we did here,” Murphy said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 3 4
Elizabeth 0 2 2

Rutgers Steals 23-20 Victory
Over Temple Owl Gridders

By BROOKS CRANDALL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rutgers University recognized the
one year anniversary of Sandy last
Saturday at High Point Solutions Sta-
dium in Piscataway and the Scarlet
Knights stormed back and rallied to
beat Temple in the second half in
dramatic fashion, 23-20.

It was fourth-and-10 on the Temple
33 yard line with 38 seconds left and
no time-outs. Down by four points,
Rutgers’ quarterback Gara Nova
launched a perfect throw over the
shoulder of Leonte Carroo streaking
toward the goal line. Carroo hauled
the pass in at the 10 and was tackled
as he fell into the end zone.

The Rutgers defense stood tall on

Temple’s final procession and forced
fumble in the waning seconds.

The game seemed all but over min-
utes earlier when Temple was driving
deep into Rutgers territory with a 20-
16 lead. With under two minutes to
play, Temple had a fourth-and-one at
the Rutgers 27 and decided to go for
the first down rather than attempt a
field goal. Temple running back Ken-
neth Harper, who had made several
short yardage conversions during the
game, was stopped short by Rutgers’
Steve Longa and Kevin Snyder. This
left the Rutgers offense 73 yards away
from victory before Novo engineered
the winning drive.

Novo ended up throwing for 371
yards and three second half TD’s.
Just the week before, he had played
so poorly against Houston that he
was only named the starter for the
game late in the week. He did hear a
few boos early before he got into a
groove. The other hero was his former
Don Bosco Prep teammate Carroo,
who caught seven passes for 147 yards
and two TD’s, including the winner.

What made the victory so sweet
was that the first half was the perfect
storm for the Rutgers offense. After a
great catch by Brandon Coleman
(who will be playing in the NFL next
season) RU had the drive thwarted on
a fourth-and-1 stopped deep in
Temple territory and came away
empty. In another drive, the Scarlet
Knights drove the ball down to the
Temple one-yard line for a first down,
only to implode with four penalties
and having to settle for a field goal to
trail the Owls, 6-3.

In the second half, Nova connected
on TD passes to senior fullback
Michael Burton and Carroo and the
Knights led, 16-13. The Rutgers’ lead
was short-lived as Temple scored on
a long drive and went ahead, 20-16.

In the end, it was a third game
where Rutgers seemed to be down
and out (Arkansas and SMU), where
they battled back and made amazing
plays in the end to win an emotional

victory. With one more victory they
will be bowl eligible yet again.

PERSONAL REFLEXIONS:
It was Parents Day at Rutgers. My

wife, Jill and daughter, Paige woke
up our son, Grant (a sophomore at
RU) from his on-campus slumber
and whisked him off to a tailgate.
Like most college kids, 9:30 a.m.
comes painfully early on a Saturday
when you turn in at 3 a.m.

There were touching moments.
Many heroes of Superstorm Sandy
from the tri-state area were recog-
nized. Rutgers commemorated the
day by changing the logo on the
helmet to include the silhouette of the
great state of NJ with the familiar
“R”. Our family was reminded that
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood were all out of power at this
time last year and the nights in our
houses were dark and cold for a few
weeks. We also understand we had it
easy compared to many others in our
state.

Rutgers will be part of the storied
Big 10 Conference in 2014 and will
be playing perennial college powers
Michigan, Ohio State and Penn State.
This is in recognition of both Rutgers
academics and the success of their
football program. This can only help
their recruiting efforts and bolster the
team in the future.

A day at RU for a college football
game is a fun afternoon regardless of
your college allegiance. It is a short
30 minute ride and High Point Solu-
tions Stadium has a lot of character.
You can tailgate on real grass, throw
a football around and enjoy the fall
foliage. The atmosphere is festive in
the stadium as well. The RU band
sounds great, the RU uniforms are
bold, the fans are charged up (espe-
cially in the student section) and
watching the Rutgers Scarlet Knight
ride a horse at full gallop through the
stadium is exhilarating. If you have
not been to a game at RU check out a
game soon.

Buying or selling your home is serious business. Grace understands. She provides
service that removes the unknowns so you can rest easy throughout your transaction.
NO worries because she really listens to you. Accomplishing your goals is how Grace
measures her success. NO complications because Grace is knowledgeable and
thorough. Contracts are sound and your best interests are always priority ONE. NO
excuses because Grace delivers. Her service is based on performance, not talk. When

it comes to being a top real estate professional, Grace
doesn’t kid around. She’s as serious about your home
as you are. Call her today, You’ll be glad you did!
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Top 1% of 64,000 CB Agents Nationwide
Cell Phone: 908-770-4411

Email: grace.rappa@cbmoves.com

Spectacular New Westfield Colonial.... Unique old world craftsmanship and
state-of-the-art construction. Five bedrooms, 4 Baths, Gourmet Custom Kitchen,
Great Room, Master Suite w/walk-in closets, 2 car garage and more.

“Grace Rappa has a thorough understanding of the dynamics of the local
markets and is ready to guide potential homeowners through the process.”

Call me for a FREE Market Analysis of Your Home: 908-770-4411.

Visit my website for all MLS listings & Virtual Tours:
www.BuyOrSellNJHomes.com

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

Drug or Criminal Charges?

Blue Devils Corral Pioneers, 5-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Morgan took a lead from Sottung,
dribbled to draw the keeper out of
position then slipped it past her for
the third goal.

“It was a breakaway. Karli Sottung
played a through ball and I got to it,”
Morgan said.

Six minutes later, Liddy assisted
Helfand on her goal. Once again, the
Pioneer keeper was forced out of po-

sition in an attempt to make the save.
With 8:00 remaining, Pioneer Ashley
Evangelos recovered a rebound off
the crossbar from a free kick and
converted it to a goal. With 2:42 re-
maining, Friedman sighted Moriarty,
who was sprinting down the center,
and delivered a cross that Moriarty
converted to finalize the scoring.

For team solidification purposes,
Scott, who normally played up front
most of the season, switched posi-
tions with Sottung at the midway
point of the season.

“It’s definitely a different position
to play. You kind of have to learn how
to read the field a little bit more and
how to direct people, but I have to
give credit to [defender] Lauren
Rigney. She has helped me a lot, and
she has made the transition much
smoother. Whatever the team needs,”
Scott said.

The Lady Blue Devils recently re-
ceived the second seed for the up-
coming state sectionals, which began
on November 4.

“I’m really excited. It’s the first
state game,” Morgan said.

“This was a good prep game. We
are seeded second. We don’t know
who we are playing yet. We have a lot
of time to practice. I think with this
team, I am confident we have the
right girls, and think we can go far in
the states,” Scott said.
New Providence 0 1 1
Westfield 2 3 5

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING POSITION ON THE BALL...Blue Devil center midfielder Karli
Sottung, center, gets position on the ball in the game against the Pioneers.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRED UP SCARLET KNIGHTS FANS...Rutgers Scarlet Knights fans get fired up for the exciting finale between the
Temple Owls and Rutgers at Rutgers High Point Solutions Stadium on November 2. Rutgers pulled out a 23-20 victory.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, November 10th • 1-4PM

Fabulous  picture-perfect Colonial nestled in the heart of the Gardens with Formal LR w/fplc; Formal DR; Eat-in Kitchen open to Family Room; 1st floor sunroom;
MBR w/private bath; finished LL w/rec. room, 2 car det. garage, deck & more! Loaded with character & charm, this updated and classic home is sure to please!

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2006-2012
Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

email: isre@aol.com
Direct Line: 908-301-2038

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

558 Birch Avenue, Westfield, NJ $949,900
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