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It was the 50th reunion of the Class
of 1963 at Echo Lake Country Club on
Oct. 26.

Across the room was Molly Flynn
(Thompson), who grew up a couple
houses away from me on Embree Cres-
cent, on the other side of Eaglecroft. In
the opinion of at least one, Molly was
the prettiest girl in our graduating class,
including Toni Ackerman. Of course,
I was spent most of my weekend nights
at home playing Ping-Pong in my base-
ment with Don Mokrauer and John
Schneider, listening to Murray the K
on the radio.

I went over and asked Molly – this
might’ve been the first time I’d ever
talked to her – how her brother Jerry
was doing. I had been closer to Jerry
(’66) then to Molly. He was part of our
gang that played whatever-was-in-sea-
son ball year-round at Franklin School.
It was an eclectic group that included
Art Garvin, Bill Lewis, Bert (Shrimp)
Crampton, Charley Craver, me, Chris
Way, Chet West, Jerry, Willie Crampton,
Bob Small, Jay Jones, Slim Jim Willson,
Bob Small, Hudson P. Whitenight,
Spike Morton, Greg Fleck, Charlie
Freeman and others since forgotten.

She said things hadn’t turned out well
for Jerry, and I started to be sorry I’d
brought it up. After high school he had
joined the Navy and served in Vietnam.
The family moved to Ohio. Home on
leave, Jerry had a terrible motorcycle
accident, which put him in a three-month
coma and forced him into an assisted-
living facility for the last 40 years.

“It was so nice that you asked,”
Molly said. “I’ll be sure to tell him
when I see him next.” And I’m pretty
sure she will.

As reunions go, this was No. 4 (25,
40, 45, 50) and another keeper.
Mokrauer, the evening’s emcee and
one of a dozen class members who put
together the weekend (next time, could
we pretty-please get a WHS football
game on our reunion weekend?), gave
another Seinfeld-esque introduction
that had the room howling. One of his
best lines was about driving around
the country to judge pool tournaments
and being pulled over by a state trooper.
“Where’d you learn to drive like that?”
the officer asked. “John D’Andrea,”
Mokrauer said. D’Andrea, who was
WHS’s athletic trainer for nearly two
decades, was in attendance with his
wife and was quite humbled by the
dozens of former athletes and ordi-
nary students who stopped by his table

to say hi, and thanks.
The Class of 1963 will always be

remembered, by me at least, as the
winningest class in school history. Not
the most state and county champion-
ships, but as far as wins vs. losses our
varsity teams won 86.3 percent of our
games. That’s never been matched at
WHS, and likely never will be. The
athletes in the class were pretty well
represented at the reunion, especially
the football team – we could have shown
everyone how the ol’ 4-2 was run, with
guard Earl Vigne, center Kip Kindregan,
guard Bill (Buz) Hedden, tackles Larry
Warter and Dave Morash, quarterback
Bud Mueller and halfback Rick Thiele.
End Marty Howarth had a last-minute
family obligation and couldn’t be there.
Others athletes of note included George
Berse (football), Bob Meares (cross-
country), Bob Jones (swimming) and
Luke Liscom (basketball).

What else? I should’ve taken notes.
But there was class president Gary
Sargent in his pre-Halloween outfit
dressed as one-time Mets announcer
Lindsey Nelson (i.e., a LOUD sports
coat). And there was the DJ with the
great music of our childhood, and the
girls on the dance floor showing they
still had it. Unfortunately, Warter and
Jane Kennedy never danced together
to “Shout” or “The Twist.” Now that
would’ve been worthy of Dancing with
the Stars.

For most of us, 1962-63 was a great
time to be alive, especially when looked
at through 50-year-old blue-tinted
glasses. Yes, we grew up in a time
when the radio was mostly AM, and
the TV was just starting to be color,
and almost one of them in every house.
We grew up in a time when kids walked
to school. We grew up in a time when
there were telephone books, and ev-
erybody in Westfield had either an
ADams 2 (232) or ADams 3 (233)
before their number. We grew up in a
time when kids (see above) used to
hang on the fields and courts at
Franklin, Wilson, Washington, Grant
(now the Library), Columbus,
Jefferson, McKinley schools to play
their sports. We grew up in a time
when there was no instant replay, no 3-
point basket, no designated hitter, no
more than one college football game
on Saturday TV, and the NFL games
on Sunday, Monday and Thursday
nights wasn’t even a glimmer. We grew
up in a world of Dobie Gillis, Bo-
nanza, the Twilight Zone, Leave It to

Beaver and Ozzie and Harriett.
There was a dark side, and it quickly

got much darker. Senior year there
was the tense US-Russia standoff of
the Cuban Missile Crisis, with the
possibility of a nuclear war looming
over the world for 10 days in October
1962. We graduated five months be-
fore the world changed forever on Nov.
22, the day President John F. Kennedy
was killed in Dallas. Talk about the
end of the innocence.

But on this one night we celebrated
what we were, and what we became.
(Note: thankfully, there were face/
name tags. While it was awkward star-
ing at everyone’s chest or stomach,
sometimes there was no other way to
reconnect the face/body from the past
with the current face/body.)

There was a moment of silence for the
60 classmates who have passed away. It
was amazing that once we were all young
and golden, seemingly untouchable.
Once we attended WHS football games
and cheered as the class of 19-whatever
returned for their reunion that night.
They had looked so old to me back then.
And now we were them.

Life had been very good for some,
good for most, and not so hot for some.
There was a wonderful booklet put
together with updates of many of the
63ers. Friday night at the former Jolly
Trolley, classmates showed up to honor
Rich Barnett. Once our super-smooth
shortstop, he was now getting around
with a crutch and unable to attend
Saturday’s reunion. Jim (Crates)
Smith, the wise-cracking pitcher who
was so unhittable in his youth and was
captain of the 1963 baseball team,
missed his first reunion as he battled
Parkinson’s disease in Maine. “The
Class Wit,” that’s him on page 206 of
the 1963 Weather Vane dressed up as a
twisted-lipped, sunglasses-wearing
Martian holding hands with fellow
invaders Diane Wells and Anne Ward.

Back in 1963 I returned home from
our state swimming championship
party after putting down three Awful-
Awfuls (giant milk shakes) at now-
defunct Jahn’s on the Springfield/Sum-
mit border. I left our 50th reunion after
downing three Pepsi’s. In between I
probably downed enough beer to fill
Lake Erie, and part of Lake Ontario.
Times really do change.

Regrets? Only that the evening had
to end, and that it had taken me 50
years to finally talk to Molly. My class-
mates would go home and play with

their grandkids, spend time at their
second homes or take boat trips around
the globe. Me? I slipped a Jan and
Dean’s greatest hits disc into the CD
player and headed home, counting the
seconds until Saturday’s football game
with Scotch Plains.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Saturday it’s the big game of every

season since 1961, except 1990, when
Scotch Plains-Fanwood visits Kehler
Stadium.

WHS comes into the game 4-3, fol-
lowing a 40-10 victory at Bridgewater-
Raritan Friday. The Raiders are 2-6
after dropping a 47-27 verdict at War-
ren Hills. WHS, currently ninth in
North 2 Group 5, is likely in the play-
offs (over North Hunterdon) with a
win; SP-F, despite its is in the North 2
Group 4 playoffs, win or lose.

Last Friday, the Devils again relied
on Eugene Rawles. The senior had
174 yards and three touchdowns on
the ground. He now has 883 yards and
12 scores for the year.

Tight end David Kane put in some
“double duty” and in a short time at
defensive tackle had two sacks and
one fumble recovery. Jack Simcox had
two of the Devils’ four interceptions
and scored one offensive touchdown.

(Note: My adopted town of
Massillon, Ohio, won its rivalry game
against previously unbeaten Canton
McKinley 34-7 last Saturday.)

IN PASSING
The great Lou Reed passed away on

Oct. 27 at the age of 71. Sweet Jane,
Rock and Roll Animal, Transformer,
Perfect Day, Walk on the Wild Side,
Dirty Boulevard, (I’m) Waitin’ For the
Man … I could go on.

Clarence Turner, the often-contro-
versial and usually-victorious boys
basketball coach at Camden High
School in the 1970s and ’80s, passed
away on Oct. 20 at the age of 81. He
was a “love him or hate him” kind of
guy – his players loved him and oppo-
nents hated him.

Bill Sharman, a sharp-shooting
guard on the old Boston Celtics and
the one guy on that team who it was
tough to dislike, passed away Oct. 25
at the age of 83.

DEVIL OF THE MONTH
Gabby Stravach, a four-year

lettergirl in cross-country, set a
Warinanco Park school record at the
Union County Championships, lead-
ing the Devils to their first county
crown since 2003.
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But That Was Yesterday,
And Yesterday’s Gone
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Blue Devils Top Vikings, Fall
To Lions for UCT V’ball Title

The top-seeded Westfield High
School girls volleyball team defeated
the fourth-seeded Union Catholic
Lady Vikings, 25-12, 25-13, in Clark
on October 29 to advance to the Union
County Tournament championship
game to face the second-seeded
Roselle Catholic Lady Lions at Kean
University in Union on November 2.
Unfortunately for the Blue Devils,
the Lady Lions pulled off a three
game, 27-25, 15-25, 25-23, victory.

In the victory over the Vikings,
setter Kyla Rodrigues notched six
kills, while recording seven service
points with four aces, and adding
nine assists. Junior Megan Mondon
had 14 assists, three kills and four
digs. Senior Elena Scarano scooped
20 digs, and Olivia Manning had six
service points with two aces, six kills
and a dig.

Lizzie Sottung had nine service
points with an ace, and five digs.
Emma Lorenzo notched four kills
and had two blocks and three digs.

Angela Dorry had three kills an as-
sist, a block and a dig. Anna Labrozzi
had three kills and a pair of digs.
Sofia Schiffman had a kill and a dig,
Kaelyn Heard had a dig, Sam Nigro
had a service point and a dig and
Olivia Meyer added a kill.

The 21-6 Lady Lions, who lost to
Westfield twice this season, reached
the finals with a 25-7, 25-19, win over
third-seeded 16-3 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, led by Jessica Ciandella, who
had 14 assists and four aces, and Calli
Scheuermann, who notched 10 kills.

Raider Isabella Krempa had 12 as-
sists and an ace. Brooke Enners had
nine kills. Caroline Yessman had a pair
of aces and a kill, while Jackie Fletcher
notched a pair of kills, Brianna Johnson
had an assist and a kill, and Shannon
Reilly added an assist.

In the title match, Ciandella re-
corded 24 assists, four kills and a pair
of aces, while Scheuermann notched
15 kills. Ridimerb Diaz had two cru-
cial blocks, Ally Mroczek had four
kills and Amanda Johns added three
kills and two blocks.

Rodrigues recorded 11 kills, nine
assists, two blocks and two aces for
17-2 Westfield. Labrozzi had eight
kills, Lorenzo had six kills, Mondon
had 18 assists and four kills, and
Manning had three kills. Dorry
notched four kills, three aces, two
blocks and two assists.
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Cranford $369,900
Charming 2BR/1.1BA Col, fabulous kit w/
granite & tile backsplash, polished fir flrs,
gas ht/CAC, gas fpl.No flood zone.

Agent: Julie Murphy MLS: 3088354

Westfield $817,500
Gracious 4 BR, 2.5BA CH Col boasts lrg rms,
wood floors, eat-in kit, deep lot-175 ft, furn
'11, HWH '12 & much more!

Agent: Lois Berger MLS: 3055525

Scotch Plains $869,900
A perfect blend of old charm & today's
modern amenities! 4BR/3.1BA, beautiful
grounds w/heated in ground pool.

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 3075916

Westfield $1,225,000
Beautiful CH “Gardens” Colonial. FR open
to kit w/granite, SS appls & eating area. LR
w/fpl, FDR, sunrm & slate patio.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3069772

Scotch Plains $899,000
Charming & spacious Col w/grand foyer,
formal LR/DR, 6BR, 5BA on deep lot w/in
ground pool- great for entertaining.

Agent: Patricia Plante MLS: 3081528

Westfield $1,549,000
Top quality new construction by J. Gabriel
Properties. First flr bdrm & bath. Tamaques
Park setting w/over 4,180 sq ft.

Agent: Francesca Azzara MLS: 3026572

Scotch Plains $850,000
High on a hill this Custom Contemporary
home offers 5 BRs/3 full, 3 half baths.Over
an acre,lrg deck & close to NY trans.

Agent: Cathy Splinter MLS: 2981107

Westfield $1,795,000
"Build to Suit" by Buontempo Builders.
Builder will customize to create your dream
home on beautiful Westfield Lot.

Agent: Gerald Robinson MLS: 3072827
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CELEBRATING THE WIN...The Blue Devils girls volleyball team celebrate
after defeating Union Catholic in the county semifinals on October 20.
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