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Scotch Plains Campus
November 14

7:00 p.m.
1390 Terrill Road

Scotch Plains
908-322-4652

Westfield Campus
December 5

9:30 a.m.
510 Hillcrest Avenue

Westfield
908-233-7447

  THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

Please join us for our

Admissions Open Houses

Representatives from both campuses will be present at all

Open Houses

Serving Children  from 2  1/2 through First Grade

Part-Time and Full-Time Programs

www.christopheracademy.com

The Woman’s Club of Westfield Awards Fall 2013 Gray Family Foundation Scholarships

GIRLS LEARN INTERNATIONAL…Students and advisors from the Westfield
Public Schools’ Girls Learn International Chapters who attended the United
Nations Summit/Speak Out for the International Day of the Girl raise their hands
as a symbol of solidarity in support of girls’ education worldwide. The group stands
in front of the Norman Rockwell mosaic entitled The Golden Rule that contains the
inscription, “Do unto Others as You Would Have Them Do unto You.”

Nicholas Attanasio Michael MondonRyan Elliot John KirnaJason IsbitDaniel Burke Kristin Peyton Meghan Sullivan

WESTFIELD — The winners of
the Robert M. Gray Fall Scholarships
have been named for 2013. The funds
for these scholarships are bestowed
by the Woman’s Club of Westfield
through the benevolence of the Gray
Family Foundation, headed by Marie
Gray. Each winner will receive an
award of $1,000. The following is a
list of the winners.

Nicholas Attanasio is the son of
Antonia and John Attanasio. Nicholas
is a 2011 graduate of Westfield High
School (WHS), where he was a top
student and a standout athlete on the
WHS varsity ice hockey team, scoring
over 100 points and elected assistant
captain. He was a leader with the
WHS transition team, volunteered as
a waiter at a soup kitchen and mentored
young bowlers. Nicholas is a junior at

Fairleigh Dickinson University, where
he enjoys lacrosse, is president of his
fraternity and majors in communica-
tions.

Daniel Burke is the son of Margo
and Evan Burke and is a 2012 gradu-
ate of WHS, where he was inducted
into the National Honor Society in
recognition of his hard-work ethic.
During high school, Daniel orga-
nized annual baseball games, which
collected nearly $20,000 for various
charities. He was a top student and
always involved in sports. Daniel
attends Indiana University and was
admitted as a freshman to the Kelly
School, where he majors in manage-
ment with his focus on a sports man-
agement career.

Ryan Elliot is the son of Mary and
Richard Elliot and is a 2012 graduate

of WHS. The oldest of five children,
he was an outstanding high school
student who gained National Honor
Society recognition, was elected its
vice-president and led the football team
as captain. Ryan is a sophomore at
Holy Cross College and a member of
the Dean’s List. He plays rugby and
helps tutor young children at a local
elementary school with the “Spud”
program. Ryan has chosen a double
major of economics and mathematics.

Jason Isbit, son of Julie Isbit, is a
2012 graduate of Westfield High
School, where he was co-captain of
the track and field team. He earned the
Boy Scout Eagle Award, played the
cello and marched with the WHS band
playing the bass drum. He was elected
to the National Honor Society and
earned AP Scholar recognition. Jason

attends St. Andrews University in Scot-
land, is principal cellist in the univer-
sity orchestra and is a second year
student studying toward an MA His-
tory degree, hoping to become an his-
torian.

John Kirna, son of Robin and Carl
Kirna, is a 2012 graduate of WHS. He
is a committed, well-rounded student.
John stood out on the WHS track
teams, led as captain and broke many
Westfield High School track records.
He earned the Boy Scout Eagle Award.
John worked summers as a life guard
and volunteered at Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital. He is a sophomore
at Bucknell University, a varsity cross-
country track runner and studies in the
School of Management, majoring in
global management.

Michael Mondon is the son of

Rosaria and Robert Mondon. He is a
2012 graduate of WHS. Michael was
a standout baseball and football
player at WHS, a member of the
National and Italian Honor Societ-
ies and an AP Scholar. He worked as
a referee, trainer and counselor. He
is a sophomore at the University of
Rochester and is a pitcher on the
university’s varsity baseball team.
He continues to be a hardworking,
dedicated student. Michael is a Bio/
Chemistry major with an eye toward
the field of medicine.

Kristin Peyton is the daughter of
Carole Morgan-Peyton and Robert
Peyton. She is a 2010 graduate of
WHS, where she was inducted into
the National and the French Honor
Society. An outstanding equestrian,
Kristin has worked with and helped

young children by acquainting them
with horses. She continues this inter-
est by being a member of the equine
team at the University of Pittsburgh as
a senior majoring in Environmental
Studies with a minor in Chemistry.

Meghan Sullivan is the daughter of
Maryellen and Charles Sullivan. She
is a 2011 graduate of WHS, where she
was a member of the National Honor
Society and earned the Girl Scout
Gold Award, which is the highest
award in Girl Scouting. As a lover of
the arts, Meghan was involved with
the WHS theater program. She helped
create and was president of the anti-
bullying club. She is a junior attending
the Tish School at New York Univer-
sity, majoring in playwriting. Meghan
enjoys an internship in the field of
theater.

GL to Host Football
Alumni Dinner

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Join
former teammates, fellow Gover-
nor Livingston High School
(GLHS) football alumni and cur-
rent Highlander players for the in-
augural Governor Livingston Foot-
ball Alumni Association Dinner on
Wednesday, November 27, from 6:30
to 8 p.m. in the GLHS cafeteria.

Interested persons may visit
glfootballalum.reunionmanager.com
to make a reservation, or if they can
not attend, to register contact informa-
tion. The cost is $25.

For more information, contact Gov-
ernor Livingston Football Alumni
Association Chair Adam Perle at
glfootballalumni@gmail.com or go to
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
GLFootballAlumni.

WF Chapters of GLI
Attend ‘Day of the Girl’

COMMENDED STUDENTS…Seven students from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School have been named Commended Students in the 2014 National Merit
Scholarship Program. These students have demonstrated a strong academic
performance and include, bottom row, left to right, Alicia Jiang, Yi Lin, Andrew
Murphy, Joshua Lopez, Allison Caramico, Eric Tannenbaum and Peter Hsiao.
These students placed among the top 5 percent of more than 1.5 million-plus
students who entered the competition by taking the PSAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test.

AP SCHOLARS...Amruth Alluri of Edison, Michael Anastasiou of Scotch Plains,
Yousaf Razvi of Somerset and Alex Barbet of Plainfield, seniors at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, were acknowledged as Advanced Placement Scholars at
a morning meeting on October 23. The four seniors received scores of 3 or higher on
at least three AP exams.

WESTFIELD – Forming one of the
largest contingencies in attendance at
the United Nations in New York City,
a total of 46 students in grades 7 to 12
and their advisors from the Roosevelt
and Edison Intermediate Schools and
Westfield High School chapters of
Girls Learn International (GLI) at-
tended the International Day of the
Girl “Speak Out” on October 11.

The theme of this year’s summit
was Innovating for Girls’ Education,
and the event highlighted girls’ com-
mitment to improving their commu-
nities and provided governments with
concrete recommendations based on
the global action of girls. Girl pre-
senters told their stories of commu-
nity change and illuminated how the
projects girls are working on affect
more than just girls, but benefit the
entire community.

Several girls from around the world,
including the United States,
Mozambique, Burkina Faso, Algeria
and Guatemala, reported on their ac-
tivism and how they are making a
difference in the lives of girls in their
countries.

The panelists were then addressed
by UN representatives and delegates
from various government missions
who acted as respondents. Some of
the respondents included the Execu-
tive Director of UN Women, the
Deputy Executive Director of
UNICEF, the First Lady of Peru and
the Ambassador of Turkey.

Westfield students were moved by
the stories told by the young panelists
and inspired by their innovative
projects. One girl from Burkina Faso,
named Malika, described her cam-
paign to support girls’ education by
distributing bicycles to girls in rural
villages in her country to provide a
safer and more efficient means of
getting to school.

Lindsey Sharlow, an eighth-grade
student from Westfield, stated, “To
see girls our age going through such
struggles and then coming back with a
plan to change the situation for girls
around the world was empowering.”

Eighth grader Nadia Matin stated,
“For the first time, I could actually
see that the power of young femi-
nists can change the world.”

All of the presentations at the
International Day of the Girl Speak
Out at the United Nations were a
reminder that through innovation
and individual talent, young people
can make a difference.

Eighth grader Giovanna
Sternberg noted, “When I looked
around during the Speak Out, I no-
ticed that the Westfield Chapters of
Girls Learn International made up a
good portion of the audience. This
made me aware of the big impact
that young people from our very
own town can have on the lives of
others around the world through
activism.”

The event was planned by the
Working Group on Girls (of which
GLI is a member organization) in
conjunction with the missions of
Canada, Peru and Turkey. The
Working Group on Girls promotes
the human rights of the girl in all
areas and stages of her life. This
work is done through the inclusion
and presence of girls in the United
Nations system.

Accompanying the Westfield stu-
dents to the event were Westfield
GLI advisors/teachers Karen Lust
and Dominick Ceccio – Roosevelt;
Tamara Yellin and Cecilia Valdes –
Edison; and Westfield High School
parent Judy Augustino, a chaper-
one for the event. Sandra McCarthy,
the GLI advisor for the high school,
was unable to attend the Speak Out.

GLI first took root in Westfield in
2003 through its founder, former
Board of Education member Lisa
Alter. Today, through weekly or bi-
weekly after-school meetings,
Westfield students learn about hu-
man rights and gender issues
through engaging activities from a
curriculum provided by GLI. Stu-
dents also communicate and ex-
change cultural projects with a part-
ner school in a country where girls
still lag behind boys in access to
education.

The Westfield GLI chapters are
partnered with Abdullah Bin Omar
School in Afghanistan, and raise
funds to support girls’ education
initiatives at their partner school,
such as covering tuition and pur-
chasing school supplies. Represen-
tatives from Westfield’s chapter
network with other chapters around
the country through webinars or
Student Advisory Board meetings
held in New York City.

Over the past several years, se-
lect students from Westfield chap-
ters have acted as delegates to the
United Nations for an entire week
during the Commission on the Sta-
tus of Women and have worked
with young people from other coun-
tries and non-governmental orga-
nizations to set policy related to
women and girls.

Boston University
Announces Graduates
BOSTON, Mass. – Boston Univer-

sity awarded academic degrees to
1,613 students in September.

Susan M. Checchio, of Westfield,
earned a Master of Science in Health
Communication.

Sean P. Finn, of Westfield, earned a
Bachelor of Science in Communica-
tion.

WHS Marching Blue Devils Place First
WESTFIELD – The Westfield High

School Marching Blue Devils placed
first in their group and second overall in
the A-Class at their last Gold Star Show
of the season at East Brunswick High
School on October 26.

The band also was recognized for
Best Music, Best Visual, Best Effect,
Best Color Guard and Best Percus-
sion at the event. In addition, the
Marching Blue Devils finished in the

top 5 at the recent New Jersey State
Championships at Rutgers Univer-
sity, where they competed against 16
other bands in their division. The
Blue Devils capped their show sea-
son on November 2 and 3, when they
performed with 61 bands from five
states at the US Bands Mid-Atlantic
State Championship in the historic
Navy-Marine Corps Stadium in An-
napolis, Md.

Westfield High School Marching Blue Devils

Wardlaw-Hartridge School
Presents Little Women

EDISON – The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison will
presents its annual fall play, Little
Women, by Louisa May Alcott, on
three consecutive nights, Thursday
through Saturday, November 14-
16. All performances will begin at
7:30 p.m. in the school’s All-Pur-
pose Room.

Director Becky Randazzo and pro-
ducer Elizabeth Howard have as-
sembled a fine cast for this produc-
tion. Leading players include Antonia
Santangelo of Rahway as Josephine
March (narrator), Harry “T” Osborne
of Plainfield as Mr. March, Caroline
McNamara of Westfield as Mrs.
March, Mairead Forrest of Parlin as
Meg, Samantha Lamparello of
Watchung as Josephine March and
Julia Linger of Cranford as Beth.

Other cast members include Carlin
Schildge of Westfield, Makena

Mugambi of Edison, Huma Naqvi of
Carteret, Gabe Horan of Edison,
Claude Djan of Scotch Plains,
Jonathan Trilleras of Plainfield, Char-
lotte Sweeney of Cranford, Sara
Begalman of Scotch Plains, Pierre
Bouley of Edison, Anastasia Bellisari
of Plainfield, Joshua Marseille of
Linden and Aafreen Zaidi of Carteret.

Tickets are $10 for adults and stu-
dents and $5 for senior citizens. For
more information, call (908) 754-
1882.

Mother Seton to
Present Sound of Music

CLARK - On Friday and Satur-
day, November 22 and 23, at 7:30
p.m., and on Sunday, November
24, at 2 p.m., Mother Seton Re-
gional High School will present its
annual school play, The Sound of
Music. A special 50th Anniversary
reception will follow the show on
Saturday evening.

The school is located on Valley
Road in Clark. Ticket prices are as
follows: Adults and students - $10;
Children under 12 and senior citi-
zens - $8. For further information,
call (973) 382-1952 or visit
motherseton.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


