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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Cory Booker’s
Resignation Letter

Serving as the mayor of Newark,
New Jersey has been one of the great-
est honors of my life. Since taking
office more than seven years ago,
I’ve had the privilege to work closely
with countless residents, municipal
employees, elected officials, com-
munity leaders and others to move
Newark forward. It was not easy, but
together, we have brought incredible
positive change to our city and set the
stage for this momentum to continue
in the coming years.

On Thursday, October 31, 2013 at
noon, I will be sworn in as one of
New Jersey’s United States Senators.
Therefore, effective Thursday, Octo-
ber 31, 2013 at 12 a.m., I am offi-
cially resigning as mayor of Newark.

While I am leaving one position, I
am not leaving Newark. I am proud to
be able to now represent Newark and
our entire state as a United States
Senator. My level of dedication, pas-
sion and service will not falter as I
serve New Jersey. Our best days lie
ahead, and together, we will continue
to achieve great things. The work
goes on.

Cory A. Booker
Newark

Westfield Needs to Adopt A
Complete Streets Policy And Plan

Mathieu Deserves
Apology For How the
Story Was Reported

The candidates for Garwood’s
Borough Council discussed a wide
range of issues during their debate on
October 24. It was unfortunate that
the focus of your thorough October
31 report was a minor dispute toward
the end of the evening.

Worse yet, the article blamed the
wrong participant for the uproar. It
was Mike Martin, the Republican
candidate, not Jim Mathieu, the con-
servative Republican, who began to
argue with a member of the audience.

Such an error in the midst of a
political campaign is a serious mat-
ter. It merits a correction, and Mr.
Mathieu deserves an apology.

Bill Connolly
Garwood

My name is Lisa Braddock. I have
been a resident of Westfield for the
past five years. Aside from working
for Johnson & Johnson, I am a volun-
teer leader of the Women’s Cycling
Club for Hilltop Bicycles in Cranford,
and a volunteer leader for Triwomen,
a non-profit focused on helping
women complete their first triathlon.

I have two children – Ava, 6 and
Bill, 3. Lastly, I am an advocate for
Complete Streets. I propose that The
Westfield Leader write, in conjunc-
tion with my assistance, an article
about Complete Streets for Westfield.
Complete Streets is a state-sponsored
program which once adopted by coun-
ties and towns supports improvements
to streets to accommodate all ages
and abilities. More information on
this program can be found at the
following links: www.state.nj.us/
transportation/eng/completestreets/
njbikeped.org/services/what-are-
complete-streets/. My inspiration for
Complete Streets began with the story
of Dennis McGorty, a fellow Westfield
resident who sustained a bicycling
accident at South Avenue and Downer
Street this past spring, which left him
paralyzed below the waist. Dennis’
story, as well as other cyclists and
pedestrians who have become injured
or lost their lives on Westfield streets,
has spurred my interest in making
Westfield’s streets safer for every-
one. Complete Streets would be a
way to do it.

Adopting a Complete Streets policy
and implementation plan in Westfield
would have countless benefits: in-
creased economic improvement to
our town, improved health for all
ages (combating obesity), improved
access for seniors and mobility-im-
paired, fewer automobile accidents

and fewer pedestrian/bike auto acci-
dents. Yesterday, with the support of
Johnson & Johnson, I took off from
work to attend the Complete Streets
Summit njplanning.org/event/2013-
nj-complete-streets-summit/ at
Rutgers to learn more about the pro-
gram and how I can help Westfield
adopt Complete Streets. With more
information under my belt, I plan to
move ahead to bring awareness of
this movement to Westfield ultimately
to achieve buy-in from the town coun-
cil to adopt a Complete Streets policy
and implementation plan.

Through support of like-minded
civic groups and non-profits, like Safe
Routes to Schools (SRTS), the Down-
town Westfield Corp., bicycling clubs,
Westfield PTO, Westfield Area ‘Y,’
Westfield Green Team, and others, I
hope to raise awareness and gain sup-
port for Complete Streets. An article,
with a format similar to those re-
cently written to convey information
on the one-trip ride into Manhattan,
The Westfield Leader could convey
information on the movement to im-
prove bike/pedestrian safety in
Westfield and spread the word about
Complete Streets. I will create an e-
mail address for my newly created
“Westfield Complete Streets Coali-
tion” so that others can reach out to
me so that we may work together to
build awareness and present to the
town council. Please reach out to me
at (908) 591-3881 to discuss my re-
quest, and hopefully your positive
support for writing an article on this
topic. I look forward to working with
The Westfield Leader to provide all
details necessary to achieve this.

Lisa Braddock
Westfield

Fanwood Post Office Leadership and
Employees Deserve Praise

You Should Be Ashamed, Mr.
President, For Closing Memorial

Raritan Valley Line One-Seat Ride
Website Created by Coalition Board

Dear Postmaster General:
Just a quick note to let you know

how much I am impressed with our
local post office in Fanwood, N.J.
Under the leadership and vision of
our current Postmistress, Irina, the
folks, Chris, Scott, Evan, Ramesha
and our carrier, Aikem, have a con-
tinued attitude of community ser-
vice!

Irina, especially, has revived the
recycling of junk mail, fluorescent
bulbs, electronics, cans, glass and
aluminum, all of which not only saves
the environment but also cuts down
on dumpster costs and gives hun-
dreds of pounds of value back to the
community through our recycling

center.
Although the recycling of postal

materials has been a postal initiative
for years, Clint Dixon, Fanwood ‘s
director of public works; Harold
Clark, president of Fanwood/Scotch
Plains Recycling Association; and
Alan Ebersole, site director of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains Recycling
Center have benefited greatly by the
efforts of our current postal employ-
ees in Fanwood.

Please pass along my appreciation
of a community-oriented postal group
who truly exemplify what customer
service means!

Clayton Pierce
Fanwood

My wife and I just returned from a
10-day trip to France touring the coun-
tryside. The main purpose of our trip
was to stop at the Normandy Beach
area. Our intent was to gain a better
understanding of the facts behind D-
Day and to see for ourselves the ac-
tual spot of the conflict that changed
the outcome of World War II. Al-
though it happened nearly 70 years
ago, the reminders of the war are
everywhere. Guns, boats, temporary
bridges, tanks and craters from bomb
blasts are scattered all over the mas-
sive beach area.

Thousand of brave men scaled cliffs
and landed on unprotected beaches
under enemy machine gun fire from
hidden bunkers high above them.
Additionally, the weather and rough
seas were so bad their boats almost
capsized before they landed on shore.
If they did make it, they had to fight
their way through heavy hedgerow
under machinegun fire. As we know,
many of them did not make it. Their
bodies rest in cemeteries high above
the beach on a cliff overlooking the
ocean. And yes, many of their bodies
were never found. It was a very high
price to pay for our freedom.

Several weeks ago there was an

Honor Flight of World War II veter-
ans/heroes to Washington, D.C. to
attend ceremonies and to view the
new World War II memorial. Re-
member, since the war was almost 70
years ago and the average age of a
soldier was 24, the few remaining
heroes are in their 90s with very few
precious years to live. Well, as we
know, the monument was closed be-
cause the government was “shut
down.” Thank God several Senators
had the common sense to go to the
site and remove the barriers so that
the veterans could experience the
display and get the respect they de-
serve. We can debate which party
was responsible for the action, but
that’s not the issue.

The issue is with you, Mr. Presi-
dent. You sat on your hands and did
nothing! You could have issued an
executive order (like you do for so
many other less important issues)
and opened up that monument in
seconds, but you didn’t. Your silence
was deafening. You call yourself the
President of all Americans, but you’re
not. You’re just a politician like the
rest of them. You should be ashamed.

Tony DelDuca
Westfield

Dear Raritan Valley Line riders and
one-seat ride supporters, The Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition Board of Trust-
ees and a working group of freehold-
ers, mayors, legislators, realtors,
downtown management associations
and chambers of commerce located
near and along the Raritan Valley line
have developed a one-seat ride
website. The new website can be
found at the following link
www.raritanvalleyrail.com.

I encourage all Raritan Valley line
commuters, municipal officials, in-
terested persons and organizations to
visit the website and to take all of the
actions located under the action but-
ton to encourage NJ Transit to oper-
ate one-seat ride service during the
a.m. and p.m. weekday peak periods
and on weekends.

Please feel free to provide a link on
you own website to the one-seat ride
website at
www.raritanvalleyrail.com.

If you have any questions or com-
ments please e-mail coalition staff
person Kenneth Wedeen at
rvrc@co.somerset.nj.us.

Please stay tuned as the website is
updated with information about the

one-seat ride working group and
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition efforts
to meet with and to work with NJ
Transit to operate one-seat ride ser-
vice on the Raritan Valley line.

Kenneth Wedeen
Somerset County Planning Division

Fanwood Borough
Corrects Typo

It has come to our attention that
because of a typo in last week's
Fanwood e-mail newsletter, some of
our residents are under the impres-
sion that the borough office is closed
on Fridays. Our office is open Mon-
day through Friday, 8 a.m to 4 p .m.
and Thursday evenings from 5 p.m.
to 8 p.m., unless specifically noted
due to holidays or other special cir-
cumstances. These hours do change
during the summer months and we
will let you know when that change
occurs.

A reminder that the office is open
this Monday, November 11, Veterans
Day, which is the final day to pay
quarterly property taxes without pen-
alty. We apologize for the confusion.

Borough of Fanwood

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tid – Tender; soft
2. Thrum – The row of thread ends left

on a loom when the web is cut off
3. Tercel – The male falcon
4. Sanssouci – Without cares or wor-

ries

STREEL
1. Unctuous sentimentalism
2. To drag
3. To grind with the teeth
4. Snarl; growl

CLEG
1. The great horsefly
2. Link together; join
3. To hatch; to litter
4. A nickname

FERRAGINOUS
1. Having the color of iron rust; red-

dish brown
2. Of or containing iron
3. Mixed or jumbled
4. Pertaining to reeds or canes

FAITOUR
1. A member of a Moslem sect who

lives by begging
2. An imposter; a rogue
3. A thing already done, so that oppo-

sition or argument is useless
4. A fine grade of painted and glazed

pottery or porcelain

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

In Flanders Fields
By: Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD

(1872-1918) Canadian Army
In Flanders Fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

This Vets’ Day Remember the
Sacrifices They Made for Us

This Monday, November 11, Americans locally
and nationwide will remember our fallen veterans
from wars fought long ago - World War 1 and World
War II, Vietnam and Korea - to more recent military
actions in 1991 in Kuwait and over the last 10 years
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The tradition of honoring our veterans began in
1919 following the end of World War I when Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson proclaimed November 11 as
the first commemoration of Armistice Day. The
original concept for the celebration was for a day
observed with parades and public meetings and a
brief suspension of business to begin at the 11th hour
of the 11th day of the 11th month. Armistice Day
became a legal holiday in 1938 to honor World War
I vets. The holiday was than changed to Veterans’
Day by Congress in 1954 to include soldiers, sailors,
marines and airmen following World War II, the
greatest mobilization in the nation’s history of the
U.S. military.

This Sunday and Monday there will a number of
local ceremonies and events for area residents to
attend for those who either have the day off or who
are in town and would like to attend the ceremonies.
Scotch Plains will be dedicating its new Vietnam
Memorial in front of the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building on Park Avenue this Sunday, November 10,
at 1 p.m. The new memorial also pays tribute to local
casualties of the Vietnam War and to all American
prisoners of war and those missing in action (POW/
MIAs).

Also on Sunday, the Cranford VFW Post no. 335
will hold its annual Veterans’ Breakfast beginning at
9 a.m. at the Post Home, 479 South Avenue East,
Cranford. The event is open to all area veterans. A
full breakfast will be served free of charge. For more
information, e-mail jimdrc@verizon.net or call (908)
276-9730.

On Monday in Westfield, the Martin Wallberg
Post 3 of the American Legion will host Veterans’
Day ceremonies honoring all veterans, living and
deceased. Veterans will march from the Lord &
Taylor parking lot in front of the Westfield Area “Y”
on Ferris Place at 11:55 a.m. with a Westfield Police
escort to the World War I Memorial where a noon
ceremony at the memorial, located at the intersec-
tion of North Avenue and East Broad Street, will be
held. Westfield’s ceremony will include the ringing
of the Westfield Town Bell in remembrance of the
four Americans killed September 11, 2012 in the
attack on the United States Embassy in Benghazi,
Libya: U.S. Ambassador to Libya, J. Christopher

Stevens; Sean Smith, a Foreign Service information
officer, and Tyrone S. Woods and Glen A. Doherty,
two former Navy SEALs working as security per-
sonnel at the consulate in Benghazi.

Also, the New Jersey Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Foundation (NJVVMF) will be holding a Veterans’
Day ceremony at 11 a.m. at the memorial in Holmdel
featuring a keynote speech by an Operation Iraqi
Freedom veteran, and remarks by family members
recognizing loved ones in the NJVVMF “In
Memory” program. Four veterans will be inducted
into the In Memory Program, which honors those
who served in Vietnam and returned home only to
die as a result of their tour.

Following the ceremony, the NJVVMF will
present a groundbreaking at 1 p.m. for the Huey
Helicopter plaza on the grounds of the Vietnam Era
Museum and Educational Center.

We encourage everyone to take time out on Mon-
day to observe the sacrifices our veterans made so
we could have the freedoms we enjoy today.

See more letters on page 5

THANK YOU TO
ALL  CANDIDATES,

WIN OR LOSE


