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Accidents

More Charges Are Filed In
Murder of Cranford Woman
UNION  –   Additional charges

have been filed against the Union
Township man accused of murdering
his girlfriend, acting Union County
Prosecutor Grace H. Park announced
on Friday.

In addition to first-degree murder,
Matthew Ballister, III, 43, has now
been charged with first-degree felony
murder, first-degree kidnapping, two
counts of second-degree desecration
of human remains, and single counts
of second-degree burglary, second-
degree hindering apprehension, third-
degree criminal restraint, third-de-
gree hindering apprehension, and
third-degree making terroristic threats
in connection with the October 22
death of 43-year-old April Wyckoff
of Cranford.

The additional charges were based
on investigators’ further review of
the evidence in the case, authorities
said. State Superior Court Judge Rob-
ert J. Mega also approved the addi-
tion of $3.5 million bail to Ballister’s
existing bail of $2 million, bringing
the total bail amount to $5.5 million.
The factors providing the basis for
the bail increase included the seri-
ousness of the charges, risk of flight,
and the extent of the term Ballister
would face if convicted: life in prison
without parole, according to the
prosecutor’s office.

A joint investigation spearheaded
by the Union County Homicide Task
Force and the Union Township Po-
lice Department revealed that
Ballister killed Wyckoff at his home
before attempting to conceal evi-
dence, according to Homicide Task
Force Supervisor Michael Henn.

Human remains recovered in New-
ark were positively identified as be-
longing to Wyckoff, and investiga-
tors are continuing to search for addi-
tional human remains.

The discovery followed an inten-
sive search involving more than 200
municipal, county and state law-en-
forcement representatives combing
through multiple areas in Hudson,
Essex and Union counties.

Ballister made his first court ap-
pearance on October 28. Ballister’s
mother, 70-year-old Eleanor
Schofield of Mountainside, appeared
in court October 30; she is charged
with fourth-degree hindering appre-
hension for allegedly interfering with
the investigation by attempting to
assist in her son’s efforts to conceal
evidence of the crime.

This investigation remains active.
Anyone with information about Ms.
Wyckoff’s death is being urged to
contact Union County Prosecutor’s
Office Detective Robert Henderson
at (908) 347-2686.

GRAND OPENING...South Moon Under has opened its 21st store at 249 East
Broad Street in downtown Westfield. The store offers men’s and women’s
clothing, swimwear, accessories, jewelry and gifts for the home. Pictured, left to
right, at the grand opening are: Michelle Cook, South Moon Under store
manager; Tynasha Richards, South Moon Under district manager; David Oliveira,
Westfield Town Council candidate; Molly Gunion, South Moon Under market-
ing team; Councilman Frank Arena; Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky; Jeff
Christakos, Downtown Westfield Corp. Economic Development Committee; Jay
Lepselter, director of real estate at South Moon Under; Councilman Sam Della
Fera; and Taylor Schlette, South Moon Under marketing team.

MEETING THE GOVERNOR...Mark Grabowski and his son, Peter, 7, of Clark
meet with Governor Chris Christie in Linden last week.
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Rep. Lance to Sponsor
Keep Your Health Plan Act

WF Board OKs Condos,
Retail Units on Central Ave.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The planning board
on Monday night approved an appli-
cation for the construction of 22 con-
dos and six retail units at 430, 500,
512, 514 and 516 Central Avenue by
Ralph Rapuano with a vote of 6 to 1.
Town Engineer Kris McAloon cast
the only dissenting vote.

Under the proposal, there will be
14 two-bedroom apartments, eight
one-bedroom apartments and ap-
proximately 15,000 square feet of
retail space divided among six ten-
ants. The applicant, who was repre-
sented by attorney James Flynn, pro-
posed 58 parking spaces, with 35 of
them underground and 23 above
ground at the rear of the building.

In 2006 Mr. Rapuano received
board approval to build 16 apart-
ments and approximately 10,000
square feet of commercial space on
three of the five lots. Three of the lots
currently are vacant while the other
two each have a two-family house. At
last month’s planning board meet-
ing, as well as Monday night’s, the
town’s traffic engineer, Gordon Meth,
took issue with the number of park-
ing spaces needed according to the
applicant’s engineer, Craig Peregoy.
Mr. Meth suggested the board limit
the use of the commercial space to

two retail units and four office spaces
to alleviate some of the parking needs.

While the board ultimately de-
cided to restrict Mr. Rapuano from
using the commercial space for
medical offices, Board Attorney
Ken Soreiro informed board mem-
bers that while they could pass such
a restriction, a potential tenant could
apply to the board of adjustment to
have the restriction lifted. “I rec-
ommend to the board that they take
the application as submitted,” Mr.
Soreiro told them.

Mr. Meth also took issue with the
parking plan because the underground
parking area dead-ends. He said this
will become an issue when drivers are
circulating to find a space, and will be
forced to back out of the area if no
space can be found. According to
Board Chairman Vince Wilt, the town’s
planner, Bill Drew, suggested that one
of the retail spaces be eliminated en-
tirely to allow for additional parking.

Mr. Rapuano testified that his build-
ing across the street from the proposed
site has 36 apartments, with medical
offices on the bottom floor, and that
there is no parking problem. He added
that with the elimination of the two
two-family houses, the new proposal
only added two additional apartments
and 3,000 square feet of retail over his
previously approved plan.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has an-
nounced that he has agreed to spon-
sor legislation to let Americans keep
their health insurance plans follow-
ing news reports that the Obama ad-
ministration may have known that
millions could lose their current cov-
erage due to changes from the Af-
fordable Care Act.

The Keep Your Health Plan Act
would ensure that insurance plans
available today in the individual
health care market could continue to
exist, which would allow Americans
who want to keep their current health
coverage to do so. The bill also en-
sures that Americans who maintain
their health care plan would not face
a penalty under ObamaCare.

“Despite assurances from Presi-
dent Obama that Americans who like
their health insurance can keep it, the
reality is that millions of citizens are
losing their current coverage — some-
thing the administration may have
known would happen,” Rep. Lance
said. “This legislation will keep the
President’s promise and let those who

like their current health care plans to
keep them under ObamaCare.”

The Seventh District lawmaker said
he agreed to cosponsor the “Keep Your
Health Plan Act” in an effort to address
widespread reports of millions that
people are losing their current plans.

NBC News is reporting that de-
spite repeated assurances from Presi-
dent Obama that people who like
their health insurance would be able
to keep it under the Affordable Care
Act, the Obama administration for
three years knew millions could not
keep their health insurance.

CBS News also reported that more
than two million Americans — in-
cluding 800,000 in New Jersey —
have already been told they can not
renew their policies. And Rep. Lance’s
office said it has received correspon-
dence from hundreds of constituents
concerned about higher rates, drops in
coverage and reduced working hours
because of the health care law.

Rep. Lance is a member of the
House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, which has congressional over-
sight responsibilities of ObamaCare.

Commission Discusses Min.
Wage, Adding Tennis Courts

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD  – The Westfield Rec-
reation Commission held a brief meet-
ing on Monday evening to discuss
upcoming projects and events.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann told the commission that
the new roofing is complete at
Roosevelt Intermediate and Wash-
ington Elementary Schools. He also
said roof work at Westfield High
School (WHS) will be completed by
December.

Assistant Recreation Director Dee
McKay Kaufmann said the
department’s winter programs are
listed on the recreation website. Mr.
Kaufmann said the pool report has
been delayed because the pool com-
mittee has not yet met due to sched-
uling conflicts. He said the report
should be ready in a few weeks.

Mr. Kaufmann also said that if the
minimum wage is increased for sea-
sonal part-time workers per Tuesday’s
election from $7.25 to $8.25 per hour
it could raise those salaries by
$20,000. He also said the daily guest
pass could be $10.

“We’ll have to wait and see what
the gate receipts are,” he said.

Mr. Kaufmann said he attended a
meeting with Town Administrator Jim
Gildea, Board of Education Business
Administrator Dana Sullivan, Board
of Education Maintenance Depart-
ment Supervisor Mike Morris, con-

cerned citizen Richard Elber, Coun-
cilman Sam Della Ferra and WHS
Athletic Director Sandy Mamary. The
group discussed possible capital
projects for 2014. One of the projects
the town is considering is adding two
to four tennis courts at Tamaques
Park that could be used for WHS
junior varsity and varsity tennis teams,
stands on both sides of the courts, and
and reconfiguring the parking lot.

“All this is preliminary,” he said,
noting he has reached out to someone
to provide financial proposals.

Mr. Kaufmann addressed concerns
about pedestrian safety by Commis-
sioner Larry Dermott. He said he
contacted the Westfield Police De-
partment to observe parking along
Dickson Drive, Robin Hood Drive
and Village Green. He said the police
suggested additional parking in the
park was needed. Mr. Kaufmann said
paving is being done in the park, and
if there is extra money left over, per-
haps a parking lot could be put near
the entrance off of Lamberts Mill
Road. He said the police department
will monitor the area for possible
new parking ordinances.

Avid tennis player Rich Pardo sug-
gested that the tennis court lights be
put on timers to save money when no
one was using the courts.

The next meeting of the recreation
commission will be Monday, Decem-
ber 2, at 7:30 p.m. at the municipal
building, located at 425 East Broad Street.


