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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.

Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY ACT....The Fanwood Library distributed glow sticks for all of the children
who followed the rescue squad for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Halloween Parade.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
REMEMBERING SANDY RECOVERY....Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr hosted
a lunch at Fanwood's Carriage House on Friday to reflect and thank the many
staff and volunteers who helped Fanwood recover after Hurricane Sandy.

CHIP, CHIP, HOORAY...The Fanwood Democrats celebrate their victory at The Chippery in Fanwood on Election Night
Tuesday. Pictured, Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, and Tom Plante, right, react to the win along with other residents.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JONES TAKES THE SEAT...Republican Scotch Plains Township Councilman-
elect  Llewellyn Jones, left, celebrates his victory on Tuesday with township GOP
Chairman Alexander Smith, center, and Republican Councilman William Vastine
at the election night party at the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

Jones Defeats Beckerman
To Win Scotch Plains Seat

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Republican
Llewellyn Jones won Tuesday’s spe-
cial election to serve the final year of
an unexpired term on the township
council, defeating incumbent Demo-
crat Louis Beckerman by a 57 to 43
percent margin.

When Mr. Jones joins the council
next week, he will be the second
Republican on the five-member gov-
erning body, joining William Vastine.
The council’s makeup for the next
year leading to the November 2014
election — when three seats, those

held by Mr. Jones, Mr. Vastine and
Democrat Michael Marcus, will be
up for grabs — calls into question the
future of a proposed merger of the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood police
departments via a structure known as
a “Joint Meeting.” The plan, which
was unveiled two weeks ago, drew
opposition from Councilmen Vastine
and Marcus and Councilman-elect
Jones.

Unofficial tallies showed Mr. Jones
receiving 3,755 votes to Mr.
Beckerman’s 2,873 votes. Mr. Jones
was victorious in 20 of Scotch Plains’
23 voting districts, a big turnaround

from a year ago, when Democrats —
en route to winning the mayor’s race
and a council seat — won 17 of the 23
districts.

Mr. Jones was declared the winner,
to loud applause from two dozen
supporters gathered at the township
rescue squad building, a half hour
after the polls closed at 8 p.m.

“People liked the issues we were
talking about in Scotch Plains,” he
said. “And they showed up” at the
voting booth.

Mr. Jones later told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that there are
a number of issues he looks forward
to addressing. He called the munici-
pal budget the “biggest and most
immediate challenge,” saying that,
“one-time funding items used this
year, such as taking money from the
sewer utility, are not available going
forward.”

He also expressed concern that the
township may be faced with exceed-
ing the state-mandated spending and
tax caps next year.

While opposed to the “Joint Meet-
ing” concept of merging police de-
partments, Mr. Jones said he is “open
to engaging in discussions with any
town on any service with the potential
for significant savings.” He also ex-
pressed support for increased library
funding and addressing downtown
development and revitalization.

Mr. Beckerman, a former town-
ship Democratic Party chairman who
was appointed in January to fill the
council seat vacated when Mayor
Kevin Glover assumed the mayor-
alty, expressed alarm that “the pros-
pects for the police merger with our
neighbors in Fanwood may now be
in jeopardy.”

He told The Times on Tuesday
night that “we have been negotiat-
ing with Fanwood in good faith” on
the basis of a “Joint Meeting” ar-
rangement. “We could be losing our
opportunity for enhanced police ser-
vice at a lower cost, which will have
a future impact on the taxpayers,” he
stated.

Fanwood Democrats Celebrate
Borough Council Victory

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Democrats long-
time Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell
and her running mate, Tom Kranz,
handily won Fanwood’s race for bor-
ough council on Tuesday night, gar-
nering 1,427 and 1,492 votes, respec-
tively. Republican Jean Michelle
Moore, the only other candidate on
Fanwood’s ballot, took 1,075 votes.

Mr. Kranz has been a resident of
Fanwood for 19 years, 15 of which he
has devoted to volunteering on
Fanwood’s rescue squad; he currently
is the captain. The councilman-elect
brings experience from a long career
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in news and media to his current
professional positions as director of
communications at Chelsea Senior
Living and president of Tom Kranz
Communications, LLC. He also is
the Borough of Fanwood’s webmaster
and a member of the Fanwood Busi-
ness and Professional Association.

Mr. Kranz will replace Republican
Councilman Anthony Parenti, who
announced his retirement from coun-
cil this year. Prior to the six years he
served on the governing body, Coun-

cilman Parenti’s career included head-
ing Fanwood’s police department as
police chief and directing the Union
County Police Academy in Scotch
Plains.

Councilwoman Mitchell has been
a Fanwood resident for more than 50
years. Retired from a career as a
registered nurse, she has served on
Fanwood’s council since 1999 and
was council president in 2004 and
2007. Like Mr. Kranz, Councilwoman

Schirmer, Bauer,
Winkler Win Seats

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Scotch Plains voters
Tuesday night elected incumbent
Nancy Norris-Bauer and newcomer
Charlotte Ann Schirmer to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
while Fanwood voters reelected Amy
Winkler.

Ms. Schirmer was the top vote get-
ter in the race for two Scotch Plains
seats with 1,412 tallies followed by
Ms. Norris-Bauer, 1,201, Evan
Murray, 1,079, John T. Scanlon,
1,003, and incumbent BOE member
David Gorbunoff, 973.

In the race for the Fanwood seat,
Ms. Winkler garnered 701 votes over
Robert Stovall’s 399 tallies.

GOP Sweeps WF Races
For Mayor and Council
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Republican candidates swept the
mayoral and council elections on
Tuesday night, making the council
entirely Republican in 2014.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky (5,297) was
re-elected to an unprecedented third
term, over Democrat Dave Haas
(4,258). Tuesday night’s win makes
Mayor Skibitsky Westfield’s long-
est-serving mayor. He was first ap-
pointed to the position following
Greg McDermott’s resignation in
2005, then won election in 2005 and
reelection in 2009.

“Being mayor of Westfield…takes
an awful lot of time, but it’s my

passion,” Mayor Skibitsky told the
crowd gathered at Echo Lake Coun-
try Club. Mayor Skibitsky thanked
his family and his supporters, saying,
“I have been blessed to serve this
town as mayor.”

“I said when I started this race,
whether I won or lost, it would be a
success…if we reinvigorated the
Democratic Party,” Mr. Haas told The
Scotch Plains-Fawnood Times. “I
want to thank everyone who voted
for me…it’s always humbling.” Mr.
Haas currently is the Third Ward coun-
cilman, with his term ending on Tues-
day, December 31.

Newcomer Republican David
Oliveira beat Democrat Matt Sontz
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Mountainside Receives
New Fire Pumper Truck

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
regular public meeting Tuesday night,
the Mountainside Borough Council
announced that the Mountainside
Volunteer Fire Department received
the new fire-pumper truck the bor-
ough ordered July of last year.

Councilman William Lane, chair-
man of the council’s fire committee,
made the announcement stating, “Our
new truck is out front. It was just
delivered two Mondays ago. They’ve
done the inspection and it meets all
the requirements of the bid specs.
Everyone’s very pleased.” The truck
cost the borough approximately
$409,000.

“I certainly commend the fire com-
mittee. I know it’s very difficult. I
saw the truck tonight and I think it’s
a fantastic new asset to the fire de-
partment,” Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli said.

The council next discussed other
equipment needs of the fire depart-
ment.

“We had the fire department apply
to the Watts Foundation for a grant,”
Mr. Lane stated. “They received a

grant for a radio and for a thermal
imaging camera for a total of about
$10,000.”

The Watts Foundation is a Moun-
tainside institution that regularly pro-
vides grants to benefit the residents
of Mountainside.

Mr. Lane also stated the fire de-
partment is seeking to obtain three
Scott packs for the new pumper from
the borough. Scott packs are essen-
tially self-contained underwater
breathing apparatus sets (SCUBA)
that are adapted for firefighting needs.

“We need to get, and we’ve gone
over it with the [Fire] Chief [Peter
Esemplare] tonight, what we need, at
a minimum, to get this truck up and
running,” Mr. Lane stated. “They
don’t want to take the Scott packs
from the ladder truck or Engine Five
because then those trucks would be-
come out of operation.”

It was estimated that the Scotts
packs would cost the borough and
the fire department between $15,000
and $18,000. Mr. Lane stated the fire
department has “some money” in their
budget, which would cover a large
portion of the cost.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF Board Hopes to Conclude
Stop & Stop Case in Dec.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Testimony contin-
ued as part of the Westfield Stop &
Shop expansion application on both
Thursday night and Monday night.
The next meeting, on Monday, De-
cember 2, will likely be the final
meeting, where public comment on
the project will be allowed.

As previously reported, the com-
pany plans to demolish two office
buildings at 203 and 195 Elm Street
to enlarge the parking area and in-
crease the store’s square footage from
35,426 square feet to 53,555 square
feet.

Attorney Howard Geneslaw of the
Gibbons law firm in Newark is repre-
senting Stop & Shop, while Ronald
Gasiorowski of Gasiorowski and
Holobinko in Red Bank is represent-
ing objector James Hughes of Mas-
sachusetts Street.

Steven Oliver, the objector’s sound
expert, was cross-examined at the
Thursday meeting. When Mr.
Geneslaw presented a Mapquest
printout that said that Mr. Hughes’
residence is 2.2 miles and seven min-
utes away from the Elm Street loca-
tion, Mr. Gasiorowski objected.

However, board member John
Bennett said he felt the exhibit was
“highly relevant.” Board Chairman
Vince Wilt and board member Tho-
mas Walsh then began asking ques-
tions as to who is paying the bills for
the attorney and experts for the objec-
tor. Mr. Gasiorowski said that while
he was not party to the original agree-
ment between Mr. Hughes and attor-
ney Art Attenasio, he has yet to submit
a bill for his services.

Mr. Oliver stated that he did not

know whether his firm had been paid,
but that he does fill out a time card for
his work, to which Mr. Bennett re-
sponded, “I don’t believe you” and
asked him if his client is actually Vil-
lage Supermarkets and/or ShopRite
of Garwood.

Mr. Bennett also questioned why
Mr. Oliver did not take any sound
measurements at the Westfield Stop &
Shop store, but chose instead to take
measurements at a ShopRite in West
Orange. Mr. Oliver responded that the
signs said parking was for “patrons
only” so he did not want to park in the
Stop & Shop lot. Mr. Bennett said he
was certain the store would have sold
him a “bottle of water, then you would
have been a patron.” He added that it
would be “ironic” if ShopRite is pay-
ing Mr. Oliver. “They’ve paid you to
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