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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Courtesy of Frances Prybylski
LUCKY LITTLE GUY...Two-year-old Liam Prybylski is embraced by the Super
Girls while trick-or-treating on Halloween on the corner of East Dudley Avenue
and Elm Street in Westfield.

Sonia Owchariw for The Westfield Leader
TRICK-OR-TREAT...Julian and Miguel DeLaCruz show off their costumes on
Thursday at the Garwood Halloween Costume Contest following the borough’s
parade.

objector. Mr. Gasiorowski said that
while he was not party to the origi-
nal agreement between Mr. Hughes
and attorney Art Attenasio, he has
yet to submit a bill for his services.

Mr. Oliver stated that he did not
know whether his firm had been
paid, but that he does fill out a time
card for his work, to which Mr.
Bennett responded, “I don’t believe
you” and asked him if his client is
actually Village Supermarkets and/
or ShopRite of Garwood.

Mr. Bennett also questioned why
Mr. Oliver did not take any sound
measurements at the Westfield Stop
& Shop store, but chose instead to
take measurements at a ShopRite in
West Orange. Mr. Oliver responded
that the signs said parking was for
“patrons only” so he did not want to
park in the Stop & Shop lot. Mr.
Bennett said he was certain the store
would have sold him a “bottle of
water, then you would have been a
patron.” He added that it would be
“ironic” if ShopRite is paying Mr.
Oliver. “They’ve paid you to find
out they have a noise problem” at
their West Orange store, he said.

Mr. Oliver said that he was not
aware of any noise complaints from
residents of the Chelmsford or West-
field Arms, which border the store.

Planner Peter Steck testified on
behalf of the objector. He stated it
was his understanding that Stop &
Shop had changed the traffic flow
in the parking lot to improve it in
1999. At the time, the driveway
closest to the store became a one-
way, where now a two-way drive-
way is proposed.

Mr. Steck also took issue with the
applicant referring to the expan-
sion as “modest,” saying that it will
be a 65-percent expansion when
the total square footage of the store
and the basement is factored in. He
added that the “parking deficiency
is getting greater” and that “the
applicant, in my opinion, has not
met the burden of proof.”

He also testified that the town’s
ordinance requires that retaining
and sound walls have a setback from
the property line the distance of
their height. Mr. Steck said the ap-
plicant is proposing that the exist-
ing retaining wall be lengthened
and improved, but not moved. He
suggested that with an expansion of
this size, the applicant should not
be permitted to “grandfather” ex-
isting non-conforming variances.

Upon questioning from the board,
Mr. Steck revealed he has not spo-
ken to Mr. Hughes, and does not
know if he shops at the store or not.
He said he has represented ShopRite
in the past concerning approxi-
mately four to five applications,
and that he has not yet submitted a
bill for his time. “Essentially, I bill
through Mr. Gasiorowski,” he told
the board. When asked if he had not
billed for his time in order to avoid
answering the question, he said that
“personal issues” had caused him
to fall behind in his business prac-
tice.

Board member Robert Centrella
asked if the board could require Mr.
Hughes to testify, to which special
board attorney Robert Cockren said
the board does have subpoena
power, but a decision was not
reached.

Upon questioning by Town Plan-
ner Bill Drew, Mr. Gasiorowski said
he did not feel the applicant’s legal
notice was in compliance with the
law, as the applicant had failed to
list the number of parking spots it is
at a shortfall of as per the zoning
requirements.
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and $18,000. Mr. Lane stated the fire
department has “some money” in
their budget, which would cover a
large portion of the cost.

Mr. Lane also stated budgetary
concerns for replacing equipment
will not be an issue in the future.
“Years ago…we added a line item to
the fire department budget for turn-
out gear (firefighters’ outer protec-
tive clothing) because there was a
time when the fire department was
not getting new turnout gear…and
that line is still part of the budget.

“Our goal is to use that or adjust
that so that they can now, on an
annual basis, replace tanks, replace
Scott packs, so that we don’t fall into
a situation where they’re looking for
10 Scott packs at $15,000 a pop,” he
said. Mr. Lane estimated the fire
department would receive the Scott
packs in three weeks.

The next borough council meet-
ing open to the public is scheduled
for Tuesday, November 26, at 8 p.m.,
at the Mountainside Borough Hall.
This meeting will be the council’s
regular public meeting.
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UNICO SUPPORTS SQUAD...The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad recently
received a $200 donation from the Westfield chapter of UNICO, the Italian-
American service organization. Present for the donation, pictured left to right,
were squad members Reid Edles, president; Lynn Feldman, vice-president;
Westfield UNICO members Gino Jannotti, membership chairman; Bob Tarte,
vice-president, and Anthony Bengivenga, president. According to Ms. Feldman,
squad fund drive chairwoman, the squad’s 2013 fund drive has so far only met
75 percent of the funds needed to operate.

Fanwood Democrats
Celebrate Council Victory

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Democrats longtime
Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell and her
running mate, Tom Kranz, handily won
Fanwood’s race for borough council on
Tuesday night, garnering 1,427 and
1,492 votes, respectively. Republican
Jean Michelle Moore, the only other
candidate on Fanwood’s ballot, took
1,075 votes.

Mr. Kranz has been a resident of
Fanwood for 19 years, 15 of which he
has devoted to volunteering on
Fanwood’s rescue squad; he currently
is the captain. The councilman-elect
brings experience from a long career in
news and media to his current profes-
sional positions as director of commu-
nications at Chelsea Senior Living and
president of Tom Kranz Communica-
tions, LLC. He also is the Borough of
Fanwood’s webmaster and a member
of the Fanwood Business and Profes-
sional Association.

Mr. Kranz will replace Republican
Councilman Anthony Parenti, who an-
nounced his retirement from council
this year. Prior to the six years he served
on the governing body, Councilman
Parenti’s career included heading
Fanwood’s police department as police
chief and directing the Union County
Police Academy in Scotch Plains.

Councilwoman Mitchell has been a
Fanwood resident for more than 50
years. Retired from a career as a regis-
tered nurse, she has served on Fanwood’s
council since 1999 and was council

president in 2004 and 2007. Like Mr.
Kranz, Councilwoman Mitchell is an
active volunteer; she serves on the
Interfaith Council for the Homeless of
Union County and is one of the found-
ing members of Fanwood’s Recycling
Association.

Following their win, Councilwoman
Mitchell and Mr. Kranz headed to
soon-to-reopen restaurant, The
Chippery, on South Avenue, where
they were joined by supporters, citi-
zens and politicians alike.

Mayor Colleen Mahr and Freeholder
Al Mirabella, a Fanwood resident, were
among those gathered to congratulate
the winners.

Mayor Mahr delivered a short
celebratory speech. Gesturing towards
a television on which Democratic gu-
bernatorial candidate Barbara Buono
was delivering her concession speech,
Mayor Mahr marveled at the Demo-
cratic Party’s good fortune in Fan-
wood. “To not only not get smoked,
but to smoke the competition…Thank
you!” she said.

Councilwoman Mitchell said she
looks forward to her sixth term and
16th year on council. Mr. Kranz
thanked Councilwoman Mitchell and
Mayor Mahr for their assistance dur-
ing his campaign and said he, likewise,
is looking forward to his approaching
first term.

me and urged me to run,” she added.
“We knocked on the doors of 4,000
houses,” she said. “I’m amazed. I
can’t begin to tell you,” she re-
marked, while thanking support-
ers. “It’s almost unbelievable. This
shows where the real team is in
Cranford. The good people in
Cranford are on this side.”

Mr. D’Ambola, who is a former
police officer in Summit and now
the chief of security and emergency
management at St. Mary’s Hospital
in Passaic, also was elated and
thanked supporters in the room. “We
walked and walked and walked,” he
said. “We can’t wait to start work-
ing for Cranford and for all of the
residents.”

He thanked Committee members
Kalnins and Lisa Adubato, current
Republican members on the com-
mittee. He also thanked all of the
people who held fundraisers and
thanked state Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21, Westfield) and Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, West-
field), Union County Republican
Chairman Phil Morin and the Union
County Republican Committee.

Cranford Republican Chairman
Bob Donovan thanked all of the
past Republican mayors and com-
mittee members. Mr. Morin said,
“It is great to see that old-fashioned
campaigning and the voices of an
educated public results in getting
the best people elected.”

As of January, the township com-
mittee will consist of four Republi-
cans and one Democrat, Tom
Hannen, Jr., who now serves as
mayor.

Over at the Kilkenny House Res-
taurant & Pub on South Avenue,
which served as Democratic head-
quarters Tuesday evening, the mood
was less festive, but good-natured.
After losing his bid for reelection
Tuesday, Mr. Campbell, an attor-
ney and lifelong Cranford resident
who has served on the township
committee for three years, said,
“This was a very close election. It
shows that Cranford is a very inde-
pendent town and all public offi-

cials should keep this in mind.”
Mr. Howard, a three-year

Cranford resident, said, “Tremen-
dous progress has been made in the
past year. My hope is that this will
balance out and more progress will
benefit the whole community.”

Outgoing Committeeman
O’Malley said he chose not to seek
reelection because, “The recession
hit me hard; I have to start making
some money. Being a committee-
man is hard work. You have to for-
get about ideology and do what
works. It was an education and a
half. The new committee people
will learn that.”

Mayor Hannen said, “It’s all about
Cranford. I wish the new commis-
sioners the best of luck. It’s all
about Cranford.” Former mayor Dan
Aschenbach commented that, “It
was a close election and very good
for the Democrats, even though they
came up short. I’m sure everyone
will work together in 2014 and do a
good job.”
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Meeting” concept of merging police
departments, Mr. Jones said he is
“open to engaging in discussions with
any town on any service with the
potential for significant savings.” He
also expressed support for increased
library funding and addressing down-
town development and revitalization.

Mr. Beckerman, a former town-
ship Democratic Party chairman who
was appointed in January to fill the
council seat vacated when Mayor
Kevin Glover assumed the mayor-
alty, expressed alarm that “the pros-
pects for the police merger with our
neighbors in Fanwood may now be
in jeopardy.”

He told The Leader on Tuesday night
that “we have been negotiating with
Fanwood in good faith” on the basis of
a “Joint Meeting” arrangement. “We
could be losing our opportunity for
enhanced police service at a lower
cost, which will have a future impact
on the taxpayers,” he stated.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JONES TAKES THE SEAT...Republican Scotch Plains Township Councilman-
elect  Llewellyn Jones, left, celebrates his victory on Tuesday with township GOP
chairman Alexander Smith, center, and Republican Councilman William Vastine
at an election night party at the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

CHIP, CHIP HOORAY...The Fanwood Democrats celebrate their victory at The
Chippery in Fanwood on election night. Pictured, Mayor Colleen Mahr, center,
and Tom Plante, right, react to the win along with other residents.

Dem Freeholders
Beat GOP Again

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union County
Democratic Freeholders Linda
Carter of Plainfield, the current board
chairwoman, and Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford were reelected
Tuesday night along with newly-
appointed Freeholder Sergio
Granados over Republicans P. Mark
Martini of Westfield, former Spring-
field Township Committeeman Marc
Krauss and Ira Geiger of Union.

Ms. Carter was the top vote getter
with 51,091 votes, followed by Ms.
Kowalski, 49,158; Mr. Granados,
48,156; Mr. Krauss, 40,607; Mr.
Martini, 40,760; and Mr. Geiger,
39,992.

With their victory Democrats will
continue to hold a 9-0 majority on
the board come January. Republi-
cans have not held a seat on the
board since 1997 and not been in the
majority since 1996.

Monday, November 11


