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Garwood residents bag leaves
voluntarily, meaning costs could
double. She wants the bags pro-
vided at no cost. She said
Cranford, Westfield and Clark
do not require bagging.

“I think we are doing a nice job
as it is without forcing people to
bag leaves and add that extra
step or burden,” she said.

Ms. Todisco fired off several
questions, including how much
the borough would save over
time, how the ordinance would
be enforced, what the borough
would do with the vacuum mecha-
nism and if this is what the resi-
dents want.

“We have people pay more and
more taxes every year as costs
go up, and I fear them getting
less and less,” she said. “I cer-
tainly don’t like to see taxes go
up. I hate to be the one to break
the bad news. But I would really
hate to be on the side that in-
creases taxes but also decreases
service, and I won’t support do-
ing that.”

In response, Mr. Nierstedt
chided Ms. Todisco for not asking
her questions prior to the work
session, since the issue was dis-
cussed prior. He called it an en-
vironmental encouragement.

Mr. Nierstedt was joined by
Councilwoman Ann Palmer, who
cited the problem leaf piles cause
for parking, and an unlikely ally
in Republican Jim Mathieu, who
saw the issue as the responsibil-
ity of homeowners to keep up
their property.

In other meeting news, the
council instructed Borough At-
torney Bob Renaud draft a letter
to the New Jersey Superior Court
in Elizabeth with regard to a
Westfield townhouse develop-
ment on Grandview Avenue be-
tween Myrtle Avenue and Grove
Street.

The letter will request the
borough’s concerns be heard at
the Monday, June 10, hearing
which is to review the variance

that allows higher density hous-
ing than usually permitted.

About half a dozen residents
spoke to council members, tak-
ing up nearly an hour of the more
than three-hour meeting Tues-
day night, expressing grave con-
cern about the project’s effect on
storm water runoff into the
Garwood Brook.

Residents Alex Grohol and Den-
nis McCarthy, the borough’s
former mayor, were most pas-
sionate about the council taking
some action.

However, Mr. Renaud and Mr.
Nierstedt expressed doubts about
succeeding at the hearing, since
the project includes affordable,
or Mount Laurel, housing units.
Both noted that New Jersey courts
are loathe to deny such a devel-
opment, since the New Jersey
Supreme Court issued the Mount
Laurel decision to encourage
those projects.

Mr. Nierstedt and Borough En-
gineer Don Guarriello also
doubted Garwood’s ability to dis-
pute the development on the
runoff issue because they said
the builder had met the state
regulated “residential site im-
provement standards” with re-

gards to the storm water.
Mr. Nierstedt said he also is

trying to meet with the devel-
oper to address residents’ con-
cerns.

On another issue, bulk pickup
applications were mailed to resi-
dents last week. The $80 permit
allows for disposal of up to 750
pounds of bulk. Applications are
due by June 10. The program is
scheduled to begin on Monday,
June 24.

Garwood Council OKs Bagging of Leaves in 4-2 Vote

The purpose of this letter is
two-fold, first, as the chairman
of the Garwood Republican Com-
mittee, I must remind Republi-
can voters how important their
participation will be in the up-
coming Primary on Tuesday, June
4. There is no doubt that our
Republican Governor Chris
Christie will win the GOP nomi-
nation statewide. We ask that on
Primary Day Garwood’s Republi-
cans cast their votes for the full
line in Column B, voting not only
for Christie, but for incumbent
Councilman Steven Blaufeder and
Michael Martin, thus ensuring that
they will be on the official party
line along with the Governor for
the General Election in Novem-
ber.

Councilman Blaufeder and Mr.
Martin are life residents of Union
County having attended local
schools in their youth Cranford
and Scotch Plains, respectively.
They are among Union County’s
small business owners, Blaufeder
a partner in import/export busi-
ness in Berkeley Heights and Mar-
tin the owner and operator of a
marketing/promotional business
based in Garwood. As conserva-
tive Republicans, they support
the current administration’s de-
sire for development of the North
and South Avenue corridors as
well as the improvements that
NJ Transit envisions for this vital
transportation link.

They believe that new revenue
producing additions to Garwood’s
tax base must be embraced to
maintain the current level of sup-
port to our seniors and continue
to maintain the educational op-
portunities and activities to our
children who are the future of our
community. They also are sup-
portive of the enhanced commu-

nication programs that the mayor
has embarked upon featuring the
community newsletter and much
needed information system im-
provements. Both look forward
to campaigning in the fall with
our Congressman, Leonard
Lance, as well as our State As-
sembly Representatives, Jon
Bramnick and Nancy Munoz. Our
voters should know that the Union
County Republican Committee
has authorized Steve Blaufeder
and Mike Martin as the only two
official candidates of the Garwood
GOP and able to appear on the
ballot on the “Regular Organiza-
tion Republican of Union County”
party-line appearing in “Column
B” as members of the Christie
Team.

Secondly, unlike their oppo-
nent, our candidates have cho-
sen not to conduct a negative
campaign and respecting their
wishes I will not be addressing
his claims. Rather, suffice it to
say that the list of his “accom-
plishments” noted in the articles
last week does not tell the entire
story. Almost without exception
each has had very unpleasant
repercussions for the borough
including litigation and exten-
sive legal fees, as well as ob-
structing the council’s and con-
tinually the staff’s ability to com-
plete work on a timely basis in a
working environment conducive
for success.

In closing to Garwood’s voters,
please circle Tuesday, June 4 on
your calendars to remind your-
selves to vote straight down “Col-
umn B” for Governor Christie and
all of the candidates on the
Christie Team.

John Quattrocchi, Chairman
Garwood Republican Committee

Garwood GOP Voters Should Vote
For Full Line B on Primary Ballot

Local Letters to the Editor

Bucknell University
Awards Degrees

LEWISBURG, Pa. – Bucknell
University has conferred
bachelor’s and master’s degrees
to students who completed their
graduation requirements dur-
ing this past spring semester.
Degrees were awarded May 19
for studies in liberal arts and
professional programs in engi-
neering, education, manage-
ment and music.

Kelli M. Bruno of Cranford,
daughter of Paul and Karen
Bruno of Cranford, and a 2009
graduate of Cranford High
School, graduated Magna Cum
Laude with a Bachelor of Arts in
English – Film/Media Studies
and Music.

Brendan P. Burgdorf of
Westf ield, son of Betsey
Burgdorf of Westfield and
Charles Burgdorf of Douglaston,
N.Y., and a 2009 graduate of
The Pingry School, graduated
Cum Laude with a Bachelor of
Science in Physics. Brendan is a
member of Sigma Pi Sigma na-
tional physics honor society.

Garwood Announces
Town-Wide Yard Sale
GARWOOD – The Borough of

Garwood will hold its 17th An-
nual Town-Wide Yard Sale on
Saturday and Sunday, June 22
and 23, between 9 a.m. and 4
p.m.

To participate, individuals must
register at Garwood Borough Hall
by Friday, June 21, in person, by
calling (908) 789-0710 or by e-
mail at kathleen@garwood.org.
Borough Hall is located at 430
South Avenue.

A list of participating house-
holds will be available at Bor-
ough Hall on the morning of the
yard sale.


