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GARWOOD – The Garwood Re-
publicans are already down to
two seats on the borough coun-
cil, and they do not even want
one of the two men who can
leverage incumbency into an-
other term.

It is an odd election, according
to Republican strategist and
Roselle GOP Chairman Roger
Stryeski, especially since at press
time hundreds of phone calls had
not produced a Democratic can-
didate to run in this Tuesday’s,
June 4, Primary Election.

“This is most unusual,” he said.
“To have an incumbent who is
not endorsed by the GOP. We
haven’t seen this in Union County
in a while.”

Jim Mathieu is finishing his first
three-year term on the council,
but he has been so ostracized by
the Garwood Republican Com-
mittee that the committee is
endorsing two other candidates:
Steve Blaufeder, who was ap-
pointed to fill Victor DeFilippo’s
seat in March, and Mike Martin.

Mr. Blaufeder ran in 2011 while
Mr. Martin was a candidate in
2012.

Mr. Mathieu, who works in bank
operations, is billing himself as
the “Conservative Republican”
and considers himself the only
true tax hawk on the council. He
routinely criticizes his fellow
council members in addition to
Republican Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi on spending.

Garwood is facing a 4.3-per-
cent property-tax hike, higher
than most neighboring towns.

“What’s going to win me this
election is my record, and that’s
what I’m doing the best to get
out, voting against every tax in-
crease, voting against the Ath-
letic Field Complex, and the other
accomplishments I have had on
council, like working to get rid of
longevity raises for non-union

employees.”
Mayor Quattrocchi, whose hus-

band chairs the GOP committee,
feels the party endorsement will
prevail.

“We’re letting the Republicans
know that these are the candi-
dates that are authorized to be
on the county line along with the
Governor [Chris Christie], along
with [Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick],” Mrs. Quattrocchi
said. “Anyone else is not.”

Mr. Mathieu is viewed by many,
including members of his own
party, as combative, confronta-
tional and a gadfly. Mrs.
Quattrocchi pointed to the ongo-
ing litigation against him by Mu-
nicipal Clerk Christina Ariemma.

Ms. Ariemma sued the borough,
council – and Mr. Mathieu and
Mayor Quattrocchi individually –
claiming that by passing an ordi-
nance to eliminate pay increases
for non-union employees, they
unlawfully denied her a raise pro-
tected by state statute. She also
accused Mr. Mathieu of “intimi-
dation and harassment.”

A petition circulated through
the borough a year ago to gather
signatures needed to recall him.
Even Mr. DeFilippo joined the
chorus, urging him to resign at a
council meeting “because of mis-
conduct he has managed to alien-
ate almost every department in
the borough.”

“It’s hard to be mayor when
you have a strong adversary
within your own party who is
unhappy with any and every-
thing,” the mayor said.

However, Mr. Stryeski won-
dered whether registered Repub-
licans view him as town party
loyalists do. He points out that
residents elected Mr. Mathieu.

“You have an incumbent – for
good or bad, depending on how
you look at Jim’s reputation. He
has name recognition,” he said.

In a campaign letter, Mr.
Mathieu calls for a new Republi-
can Party that is “a consistent

** Three Candidates Will Face Off In Garwood GOP Primary **
advocate for its taxpayers.” While
pointing out no council Republi-
can has voted “no” with him on
the budget for three years, he
said, “Republicans should some-
times be different than Demo-
crats.”

While he stated his accomplish-
ments in a letter that ran in the
May 16 edition of The Westfield
Leader, Mayor Quattrocchi said
they only tell half the story.

“The other half is the angst and
problems that the so-called ac-
complishments have created
along the way,” she said.

As with any election, turnout
will be critical. Based on previous
elections, Mr. Stryeski forecasts
140 to 150 out of about 400
registered Republicans in the
borough will vote in the Primary.

On the other side of the ballot,
Garwood Democratic Party Chair-
man Charles Lombardo is hoping
to find two write-in candidates,
each of whom will need five votes
to appear on the General Elec-
tion ballot, according to County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi.

Mr. Lombardo said many in the
party contacted said they are
unable to run because they are
working longer hours due to the
economy or simply do not want to
run right now. While lacking a
candidate has no immediate im-
pact – Democrats will retain con-
trol of the council regardless – Mr.
Lombardo said, “I just hope it
doesn’t snowball into the future.”

All three Republican hopefuls
and the mayor acknowledged the
campaign has been quiet, with
only a scattering of Blaufeder
and Martin signs. Each said he
has been going door to door.

Mr. Martin, owner of Mike
Martin’s Promotion Rental Ser-
vice in Garwood, said his main
interest is to stabilize property
taxes by redeveloping North and
South Avenues.

“Lower property taxes are not
going to happen,” said Mr. Mar-
tin, who touts his business expe-

rience. “I think we can achieve
very low increases in property
taxes.”

Mr. Blaufeder, who owns TT
Cycles in Berkeley Heights, said
he abstained from the budget
vote because he came in too late
to make an informed decision,
but he praised Council President
Sara Todisco, a Democrat, for
paring spending without “cutting
our fingernails too short.” He
called being on the council an
“eye-opening experience.”

He said some Garwood resi-
dents have come to expect a
certain level of service, but that
comes at a price. Without speci-

fying, he said the council is work-
ing to defray costs, and like Mr.
Martin, said redevelopment will
add rateables and tax relief.

Mr. Stryeski, who forecasts
elections, predicted a close race.
He said Garwood has a cultural
divide: long-time residents, who
are mostly blue-collar, and newer
college-educated arrivals.

“How many of the newer people
are going to turn out?” he asked.
“I think Mr. Mathieu has talked
about some of these issues: Do
we need more of this? More of
that? Are we willing to pay for
that? I think it’s going to come
down to a money issue: taxes.”

people willing to do it for them.
“Requiring the placement of

leaves in bags would actually
allow DPW to send out one truck
and one person rather than three
or four people at a time,” he said.
“It reduces man hours, reduces
fuel costs. It’s extremely effi-
cient.”

Under the ordinance, no bagged
or containerized leaves can be
placed on the curb or along the
street more than a week before a
scheduled collection.

While bags are currently free,
Mr. Nierstedt said the borough
could begin charging residents,
which made Ms. Todisco, finance
committee chairwoman, wary.

“I’m a little disappointed that
we are not even sure out of the
committee yet whether we want
to charge for bags, not charge for
bags, how much we pay,” she
said.

She said the superintendent
of public works purchased
$3,000 worth of bags last year
and about 40 percent of
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GARWOOD – Borough Council
members on Tuesday approved
an ordinance on second reading,
requiring residents to place
leaves in biodegradable bags or
in containers 32 gallons or less.

The measure, which ends the
Department of Public Works
(DPW) practice of vacuuming
leaves left in the streets by resi-
dents, passed by a 4-2 tally, with
Council President Sara Todisco
and Councilman Steve Blaufeder
opposing the ordinance.

Council member Bill Nierstedt,
known for his environmental ac-
tivism, proposed the ordinance
citing problems with clogged sew-
ers, which increases borough
costs. He added that trucks have
to plow around leaves if there is
an early season snow, and debris
such as sticks and stones can
damage the vacuum mechanism.

He added that residents who
are unable to rake leaves could
ask the DPW for a list of young CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

GW Council OKs Bagging
Of Leaves in 4-2 Vote


