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l'ennemi du journaliste

FEENEY, WILLIANSON HR; TROTTER KEY 2-RBI SINGLE; GEORGEADIS GRABS KEY LINE DRIVE

Cougar Nine Stops Summit’s Final Rally in 8-5 Victory
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sean Feeney and Ryan
Williamson provided the initial
sparks, Tommy Trotter ripped a
key two-run single and second
baseman George Georgeadis
made a leaping grab for the third
out in the top of the seventh
inning to secure the top-seeded
Cranford High School baseball
team an 8-5 victory over Summit
in the quarterfinals of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tour-
nament at Memorial Field in
Cranford on May 26.

The 21-6 Hilltoppers out-hit the
21-1 Cougars, 14-9, but the
magnitude of Cranford’s hits were
greater, with Feeney blasting a
two-run home run over the
centerfield fence and Williamson
following suit with a three-run
blast to provide a 5-0 jump at the
end of the first inning.

“It was nice to get a pitch I like.
I guess the wind kind of helped a
little bit, but we always want to
go on top, and that’s what we did
today,” Feeney said.

Hilltopper Kyle Brown went 3-
for-3 with an RBI, and Tanner
Fulton (2 hits, run scored) had
their only extra base hit, a double.
Andrew George had two hits and
two RBI, and Andrew Aguilera
had two hits, an RBI and scored
twice.

Williamson and Trotter each
also added a single. Chris
Folinusz, who scored twice,
hacked a couple of bruising
singles, Albert Garguilo rapped
an RBI single and scored once

and Georgeadis doubled, while
Andrew DiFrancesco and pinch
runner Bobby Bruns each scored
once.

Williamson’s homer in the first
persuaded the Hilltopper coaches
to bring in reliever Sean Guida,

whose mix of pitches kept the
Cougars off-balance until the fifth
inning when Trotter drilled his
two-out, two-run single to right-
center.

“He [Guida] kept us off-bal-
ance, did a great job. The kids

played hard. Scrappy! They had
a 20-win season. Summit had a
great year,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffrey said.

“They were good. They battled.
They never gave up. They got
down early, and their pitcher
came in and did a very nice job of
shutting us down for a little bit.
He threw a lot of changeups and
his curveball, and he mixed in his

fastball very nicely. He did a
good job keeping us off-balance,”
Feeney said.

“It was clutch. The two runs
obviously helped us out. It would
have been tied with those runs

there. It was just perfect timing.
He got me the first time. My
second at-bat I was way ahead of
him, and he got me with a
changeup. My fourth at-bat, I
got a hold of it with a single to
right field,” Trotter explained.

Prior to his clutch hit, the
Hilltoppers plated two runs in the
fourth on George’s two-run single
and another run in the fifth on
Brown’s infield single to make
the score, 5-3. During that time,
Cougar third baseman John
Oblachinski prevented further
scoring with a pair of heads up
plays and relief pitcher Matt
Ravitier kept the Hilltoppers si-
lent for the remainder of the fifth
and also the sixth inning.

“Matt Ravitier threw strikes. He
came in and he was able to slow
their momentum. He kept them
off-balance. He gave two great
innings,” Coach McCaffrey said.

The Cougars scored their eighth
run in the sixth when Folinusz
barreled home on Garguilo’s bad-
hop single, then the Hilltoppers
put the pressure on in the sev-
enth. With Folinusz on the mound,
the first batter took one for the
team. After a strikeout, Aguilera
rapped an RBI single. The next
batter walked then Mike Brendahl
lined an RBI single, making the
score, 8-5. Williamson came in
to relieve and got the next batter
to ground out A walk put two
runners on base. Justin Vitti
stepped to the plate and drilled a
wicked liner towards right field,
but Georgeadis made a leaping
stab to end the game.

“They are a solid club. They
came to play and so did we.
That’s all we needed,” Trotter
said.

Summit 000 210 2 5
Cranford 500 021 x 8

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEARLY COMPLETING THE PICKOFF…Cougar first baseman Alex Plick put the tag on Hilltopper Justin Vitti as
he dives back to first base in time. SEE STORY ON PAGE 15 OF THE WESTFIELD LEADER.


