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Roosevelt Takes Second Place
In Health Bee Competition

HEALTH NUTS…The Germ Busters team, comprised of five Roosevelt Interme-
diate School students from Westfield, won second place in the United Healthcare/
YMCA fourth annual Health Bee Competition. Pictured, front row, left to right,
are: Julian Mazzola, Stefan Sujanthakumar, Owen Heim and Connor Smith.
Pictured, back row, left to right, are: Joey Gabriel and Matthew Meusel.

MASTER TEACHER…Jeanine Gottko, center, K-5 Master Technology teacher
in the Westfield Public Schools, was recognized at a New Jersey State Board of
Education meeting on May 15 for having been named by the National School
Boards Association as one of “20 to Watch” Leaders in Advancing Education
Technology. Pictured, left to right, congratulating Ms. Gottko are: New Jersey
State Board of Education President Arcelio Aponte; Interim Union County
Executive Superintendent Kathleen Serafino; Westfield Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan and New Jersey Commissioner of Education Christopher Cerf.

Comm. of Ed. Recognizes
WF Students/Teachers

TRENTON – During the New
Jersey State Board of Education’s
Annual Student Recognition Cer-
emony May 15, New Jersey Com-
missioner of Education Christopher
D. Cerf personally congratulated
representatives from the Westfield
Public Schools for “a significant
contribution to school, community,
family or other groups.”

The Community Service Club of
Westfield High School was pre-
sented a certificate for the club’s
continuous volunteer efforts over
the past seven years to provide as-
sistance locally, statewide and in-
ternationally to those in need. This
year, students have served meals to
homeless families in Newark and
organized games and crafts with
the young children; took part in
hurricane-relief efforts by organiz-
ing donations of gifts and basic
needs and by serving meals to shore
residents affected by Hurricane
Sandy; held a school-wide coat
drive and a school-wide toiletry
drive, and delivered coats and toi-
letries to Bridges, a non-profit that
works to serve homeless and other
low-income individuals; continued
a tutoring program for young stu-
dents; coordinated three school-
wide blood drives; continued its
“Extra-Lunch Day” initiative, in
which students and staff bring in
lunches to be delivered to the St.
Joseph Social Service Center in
Elizabeth; and helped raise funds
for local residents dealing with ter-
minal illness or other tragedies.

The club’s founder and advisor,
Westfield High School teacher War-
ren Hynes, attended the Trenton
ceremony along with students
Tristen Abaya, Allison Sprung,
Phoebe Aronds, Jessie Murray,
Hannah de Koning-Teasdale, Eric
Herber, Emily Simpson and Sonya
Khedr. Principal Peter Renwick, Su-
perintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan, Interim Union County Ex-
ecutive Superintendent Kathleen
Serafino, and parents of the stu-
dents were among the invited
guests.

Also recognized at the ceremony
was Jeanine Gottko, who has been
named by the National School
Boards Association as one of “20 to
Watch” Leaders in Advancing Edu-

cation Technology. Ms. Gottko is a
Master Technology Teacher for kin-
dergarten through fifth grade in the
Westfield Public Schools. Ms.
Gottko is one of only 20 education
leaders from across the country rec-
ognized for her ability to inspire
colleagues to incorporate innova-
tive technology solutions that con-
tribute to high-quality learning en-
vironments and more efficient
school district operations.

Superintendent Dolan stated, “It
is a great tribute to our dedicated
students and teachers in Westfield
to be honored with such distinction
by Education Commissioner Cerf
and the State Board of Education. I
am extremely proud of the excep-
tional accomplishments of our hon-
orees, whose common goal is going
the extra mile to help others.”

WESTFIELD  – The Germ Bust-
ers team, comprised of five
Roosevelt Intermediate School stu-
dents from Westfield, won second
place in the United Healthcare/
YMCA fourth annual Health Bee
Competition. The seventh graders
are Julian Mazzola, Stefan
Sujanthakumar, Owen Heim,
Connor Smith, Joey Gabriel and
Matthew Meusel. They competed
against seven other teams in three
categories of health-related ques-
tions, and reached the final round.

The Health Bee, a jeopardy-style,
physical activity and nutrition com-
petition that United Health Care
and the Westfield Area “Y” spon-
sor, is in its fourth year.

According to Roosevelt Health
Educator Sharon Dorry, “By sim-

ply participating, the students are
making a commitment to gain a
greater knowledge of health and
physical fitness and along the way,
meet other peers of their age from
the surrounding schools.”

This year, there were eight schools
involved – Edison, Westfield; Holy
Trinity, Westfield; Roosevelt,
Westfield; Lincoln, Garwood; Hill-
side Avenue, Cranford; Orange Av-
enue, Cranford; Deerfield,
Mountainside and St. Michael’s,
Cranford.

The $500 awarded grant money
for second place will be used for any
health-related materials/activities,
which will benefit all the students in
Roosevelt. This year’s special guest
at the Health Bee was Brenda
Blackmon, co-anchor of My9 News.

Send your submissions to editor@goleader.com to be eligible for an upcoming edition of the Leader/Times!

PARENTS AND STUDENTS: PROM TIME IS HERE AND WE WANT YOUR PHOTOS!
Westfield High School • Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School • Cranford High School • Governor Livingston High School • Arthur L. Johnson High School

Students Selected to Attend
Leadership Conference

WESTFIELD  – Max McKenna
and Remi Shendell, fifth-grade stu-
dents at Tamaques Elementary
School in Westfield, traveled to the
nation’s capital to participate in the
People to People World Leadership
Forum. The renowned program
brings together exceptional students
from across the nation and around
the world, offering them a unique
blend of specialized educational,
leadership and cultural exposure.

As Leadership Ambassadors, Max
and Remi had the opportunity to take
part in interactive workshops, listen
to distinguished keynote speakers,
explore numerous museums and gain
special access to federal landmarks.

Max, who made his trip to Wash-
ington in January, witnessed history
firsthand, attending President Barack
Obama’s inauguration ceremony.
“That was definitely one of the big-
gest highlights of my trip,” he said.
His Washington, D.C. experience
also featured stops at the Lincoln
Memorial, Martin Luther King, Jr.
Memorial, the Natural History Mu-
seum and the Tomb of the Unknown

Soldier at Arlington Cemetery. Hear-
ing a presentation made by an Air
Force One pilot made a lasting im-
pression as well. “I was on my own
for the first time, got to meet other
people my age from all over the
country and see many important
places,” explained Max. “It gave me
a bigger sense of responsibility and
independence, which is something I
will always remember.”

Remi, meanwhile, traveled to Wash-
ington in March. Highlights of her trip
included visits to the Air and Space
Museum, National Spy Museum and
the U.S. Capitol, where Congressman
Mike Ferguson spoke to all the Lead-
ership Ambassadors. She also com-
posed a letter that was left at the World
War II Memorial. “After participating
in this program, I had a new apprecia-
tion for history and the importance of
leadership,” Remi stated. “I realized
how important it is to strive to reach
your full potential, and even at a young
age, you can make a difference.” To
help pay for her trip to Washington,
D.C., Remi organized a well-received
golf-a-thon.

PEOPLE TO PEOPLE…Max McKenna and Remi Shendell, fifth-grade stu-
dents at Tamaques Elementary School in Westfield, traveled to Washington, D.C.
to participate in the People to People World Leadership Forum. Their former
teacher, Marisa Truselo, center, nominated them to take part in the program.

LONDON CALLING…Joellen Surace’s afternoon kindergarten class at Lincoln
School in Westfield enhanced their study of England with a “video chat” with a
second-grade student in London. The kindergarteners engaged in a lively
discussion with Lucia D’Urbano, a classmate’s cousin, pictured onscreen with
her dad, about what school is like in the UK.

Photo courtesy of Greg Ryan
CONGRATULATIONS, GRAD…Brigid Ryan of Westfield accepts her Bacca-
laureate Degree in Visual Media Arts from Emerson College President Lee
Pelton. Ms. Ryan currently is working independently on several films and will be
working in New York City in the next few weeks.

WHS Students Recognized For
Performance On Spanish Exam

WESTFIELD – Students from
Westfield High School earned a to-
tal of seven gold, 19 silver and 13
bronze medals along with 32 hon-
orable mentions on the 2013 Na-
tional Spanish Examinations.

“Attaining a medal or honorable
mention for any student on the Na-
tional Spanish Examinations is very
prestigious, because the exams are
the largest of their kind in the United
States with over 156,000 students
participating in 2013,” said Kevin
Cessna-Buscemi, national director of
the Exams.

Students from Westfield High
School have a long history of achieve-
ment on these exams and were taught
by Spanish teachers, Rose Calimano,
Maria Garcia, Donna Higgins, Jill
Mezzacappa, Liliana Pabon-Correa,

Cecilia Pite, Brook Stites and Bonnie
Underwood.

Students from Westfield High
School also attained placement in
New Jersey. Westfield High School
students received the following rec-
ognition (the higher the level, the
more advanced understanding of the
language, and generally the highest
is studied by seniors): Level Five:
Honorable Mention – Alexandria
Kapadia, Kristin Troutman and
Michael Aronson; Level Four: Hon-
orable Mention – Abigail Cook,
Sophia Shiffman and Elisabeth
Neylan; Level Three: Second Place –
Jameson Maher; and Honorable Men-
tion – Caroline Stocking; Level Two:
First Place – Anthony Pericolo; 2nd
Place – Santiago Correa; and Honor-
able Mention – Ana Islas.

PURPLE DAY…St. Paul’s Day School held a “Purple Day” fundraiser in honor
one of alumna Elle Haley and to support Children’s Organ Transplant Associa-
tion (COTA). Elle, who recently underwent a liver transplant, is doing well. On
Purple Day the children and staff all wore purple and were asked to donate a
dollar to COTA. Pictured with Elle are former St. Paul’s teachers Betsy Belden,
Linda Messina, Valerie Klimas and Rosemary Lombard, school director.

PERFECT…Westfield High School Principal Peter Renwick, pictured top left,
personally commended each student who received a perfect 800 score on the SAT
exam administered in March 2013. The nine students include: pictured, first row,
left to right, Kristin Hauge – Writing; Hongeun (Clare) Lee –Writing; and Yixue
(Lily) Wang – Writing; and second row, left to right: Alexander Beals – Reading;
Nicole Devitt – Writing; Mark Gillespie – Reading and Writing; Elizabeth
Gonzalez – Math; and David Gruskin – Writing. Not pictured is Alexandra
Mossawir – Reading.

Bucknell University
Awards Degrees

LEWISBURG, Pa. – Bucknell
University has conferred bachelor’s
and master’s degrees to students
who completed their graduation re-
quirements during this past spring
semester. Degrees were awarded
May 19 for studies in liberal arts
and professional programs in engi-
neering, education, management
and music.

Kelli M. Bruno of Cranford,
daughter of Paul and Karen Bruno
of Cranford, and a 2009 graduate of
Cranford High School, graduated
Magna Cum Laude with a Bachelor
of Arts in English – Film/Media
Studies and Music.

Brendan P. Burgdorf of Westfield,
son of Betsey Burgdorf of Westfield
and Charles Burgdorf of
Douglaston, N.Y., and a 2009 gradu-
ate of The Pingry School, gradu-
ated Cum Laude with a Bachelor of
Science in Physics. Brendan is a
member of Sigma Pi Sigma national
physics honor society.


