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As part of the Robert Wood Johnson Health System,  
we have access to the most advanced medicine in New Jersey.

And so do you.

Your community hospital …
bigger than you thought.

865 Stone St., Rahway, NJ 07065 • rwjuhr.com • 732.381.4200

Penalty for Dog-Fighting
Increased Under Bill

Sample Ballots On-Line
For June 4 Primary

ELIZABETH – Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi reminds regis-
tered voters that sample ballots for
the Primary Election on Tuesday, June
4, may be reviewed on-line by visit-
ing the county clerk’s website link at
ucnj.org/sample-ballots.

The names of candidates running
in the Primary Election for the Re-
publican or Democratic nominations
for governor, state senator, General
Assembly, county sheriff, county
freeholders, and municipal offices in
the November General Election are
on the Primary ballot. Also listed are
candidates for seats on the Republi-
can and Democratic State Commit-
tees, and the Union County Demo-
cratic Committee.

“As a former school board mem-
ber, mayor and freeholder myself, I
know the importance of an informed
electorate,” Ms. Rajoppi said. “My
website is designed to help voters
familiarize themselves with their lo-
cal candidates in all 21 Union County
municipalities before Primary Elec-
tion Day.”

More information about sample
ballots for the Primary Election can be
obtained by calling the county clerk’s
office at (908) 527-4996 or by visiting
the office at 2 Broad Street, Room
113, Elizabeth, N.J. Office hours are
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more information, e-mail
ucvote@ucnj.org.

State Database Contains
31,000 Sandy-Flooded Vehicles

NEWARK – An online database
launched in late January and listing
all vehicles issued flood or salvage
titles since Superstorm Sandy
flooded large areas of New Jersey
has been updated and currently con-
tains information on nearly 31,000
vehicles, officials announced last
week.

The leaders of the State Motor Ve-
hicle Commission and Division of
Consumer Affairs again urged pro-
spective buyers of a used motor ve-
hicle to check the online database
before finalizing a purchase. It is not
illegal to sell a vehicle with either a
flood or salvage title, but specific
requirements exist to ensure the sta-
tus of such vehicles is disclosed to
potential purchasers.

“Damage sustained by vehicles
must be disclosed to prospective buy-
ers,” Attorney General Jeffrey S.
Chiesa said. “We will hold car deal-
ers accountable for violating our
Consumer Fraud Act if they fail to
make such disclosures.”

The online database, located at
www.njconsumeraffa i r s .gov /
floodedcars, allows users to enter the
Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)
unique to each vehicle and check
whether a flood or salvage title has
been issued.

If a motor vehicle has suffered suf-
ficient damage to render it economi-
cally impractical to repair or has been
rendered a total loss by an insurer, the
person in possession of the certifi-
cate of ownership (or “title”) for the
vehicle is required, by law, to surren-
der the title to the MVC. The MVC
will then issue a salvage title for that
vehicle. Salvage vehicles cannot be
registered for the purpose of being
driven on the public highways of
New Jersey except for the purpose of
going to and from an inspection ap-
pointment at a Motor Vehicle Com-
mission facility.

It is against the law to sell or
transfer ownership of a salvage mo-
tor vehicle except as a salvage mo-
tor vehicle with a salvage title, un-
less the vehicle is repaired and in-
spected by the Motor Vehicle Com-
mission.

“Just as importantly, we encourage
consumers to file complaints with us
if they believe a car dealer is not
disclosing that a vehicle offered for
sale has sustained storm damage,”
Eric T. Kanefsky, director of the state
Division of Consumer Affairs.

Before purchasing a used vehicle,
consumers are advised to: Check the
vehicle’s title history and be wary if
the vehicle has been titled multiple

times over a short time period; obtain
a vehicle history report from the dealer,
or get one from a reputable source,
and look for an insurance company’s
name on the title history, and contact
the company for vehicle information.

Among the telltale signs that a
vehicle may have sustained flood
damage are: A musty or moldy smell
or the strong scent of a deodorizer
all over the car; rust on metal parts
where water would not normally
touch; water-stained upholstery or
water damage on the door panels or
seat belts; and mildew, silt or debris
in areas around the engine compart-
ment, under the carpeting or in the
trunk.

Consumers who believe they have
been cheated or scammed by a busi-
ness, or suspect any other form of
consumer abuse, can file a complaint
with the New Jersey Division of Con-
sumer Affairs by visiting its website
or by calling 1-800-242-5846 (toll
free within New Jersey) or (973) 504-
6200.

GW Announces Details for
Bulky Waste Program

GARWOOD  – The 2013 User
Fee- Based Residential Cleanup Pro-
gram of Type 13 Solid Waste (bulky
waste) is available to Garwood resi-
dents through the purchase of a per-
mit for $80 to dispose of up to 750
pounds of bulk waste, the borough
has announced.

The permit can be purchased by
completing an application and sub-
mitting it with a check made payable
to the Borough of Garwood by Mon-
day, June 10. The program will run
immediately following the town-wide
yard sale.

“The purpose of running the town-
wide yard sale and the bulk pick-up
program together is for the convenience
of the residents to participate in the
yard sale and then have what is not sold
disposed of through this program,” ac-
cording to a borough press release.

The town-wide yard sale will run
on Saturday and Sunday, June 22 and
June 23, rain or shine. The yard sale
authorizes residents to hold a casual
sale of items of personal property on
the designated dates without paying

the $4 fee. The borough does adver-
tising for the yard sale. To sign up to
participate in the town-wide yard sale,
please check the appropriate area on
the permit application. Residents do
not have to participate in the yard sale
to participate in the bulk program or
vice versa.

The bulk program will begin on
Monday, June 24, and continue for
as many days necessary to complete
the program in accordance with the
number of permits sold. After the
June 10 deadline, participating resi-
dents will be notified with the spe-
cific pick up date for their address,
which is determined by the number
of permits sold.

The contractor hired by the bor-
ough to pick up and transport the
bulk is Equipment Rental Service of
South Amboy. Residents do not pay
the contractor nor should their repre-
sentatives seek any form of payment
from residents, according to the
borough’s press release.

Questions concerning these pro-
grams can be addressed by e-mailing
the borough at
garwood@garwood.org or by call-
ing (908) 789-0710. All e-mail ques-
tions will be answered; however, those
do not receive an answer in a timely
fashion are asked to call as their e-
mail may have not been received.

Lance Calls for Special
Counsel to Investigate IRS

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has called on
U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder to
appoint a special counsel to investi-
gate fully and independently the tar-
geting by the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice of the Obama Administration’s
political opponents and to prosecute
to the fullest extent any perpetrators
who abused their government roles.

Mr. Lance’s announcement comes
following last week’s decision by top
IRS official Lois Lerner to invoke her
Fifth Amendment right not to testify
before a Congressional committee
for fear of self-incrimination.

“The recent IRS scandal is both
appalling and unconscionable, and
today we learn that the IRS official
who first disclosed the agency’s im-
proper targeting of conservative
groups two weeks ago appears un-
willing to give the American public
the answers they deserve,” Rep. Lance
said. “It is my opinion that a special
counsel to investigate the IRS scan-
dal is what is necessary to get a full
explanation for the IRS agency’s ac-

tions and ensure that those respon-
sible are held accountable.”

The Seventh District lawmaker also
has called for the passage of legisla-
tion to strengthen taxpayer protec-
tions and ensure that the IRS treats all
taxpayers fairly and in a non-partisan
and non-discriminatory manner.

H.R. 1950, the “Taxpayer Nondis-
crimination and Protection Act,” aims
to prevent biased, politically moti-
vated discrimination and seeks to
strengthen taxpayer protections in
current law by making it a crime for
IRS employees to execute targeting
discrimination.

“The trust of the American people
has been severely damaged. The first
steps in restoring this trust is to ap-
point an unbiased special counsel to
investigate this practice of targeting
individuals and groups based on their
political views, prosecuting the per-
petrators to the fullest extent of the
law and enacting safeguards to pre-
vent this type of discrimination from
ever happening again,” Rep. Lance
said.

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Assemblywoman Nancy F.
Muñoz (R-21, Summit) that would
establish dog fighting as a crime and
punish those who are leaders in a
dog-fighting system has been ap-
proved by the General Assembly.

While animal fighting in general is
currently prohibited in the state, Asw.
Muñoz’s bill, A-2379, specifically
identifies dog fighting and would be
a third-degree crime carrying a prison
term of three-to-five years and a fine
of up to $15,000.

“All too often, there are accounts
of animal cruelty, including the dis-
covery of dog-fighting rings that seek
to profit from this heinous act,” Asw.
Munoz said. “Investigations by law
enforcement show there is often a
connection between those who coor-
dinate and oversee this inhumane act
and organized crime. This bill
strengthens the penalties for anyone
involved in promoting or participat-
ing in the ruthless act of dog fight-
ing.”

A person who conspires with oth-
ers in order to profit from dog fight-
ing is considered a leader of dog
fighting which would be included in
the list of offenses considered rack-
eteering activity under New Jersey’s

Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt
Organizations Act (RICO) law. Be-
ing a leader of a dog fighting enter-
prise is a second-degree offense.

“All deterrents to eliminate dog
fighting need to be pursued,” Asw.
Muñoz said. “This legislation is not
only about preventing cruelty to
dogs, but sends an unmistakable
message that no one will profit from
it as well.”

IRS: More Returns Are
Self-Prepared, E-Filed
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Inter-

nal Revenue Service has provided up-
dated statistics showing continued
growth in electronic filing of tax returns.

So far in 2013, more than 43 mil-
lion people have self-prepared and e-
filed their tax returns from home, an
increase of more than 4 percent com-
pared to the prior year.

Through May 10, the IRS received
more than 43.6 million self-prepared
e-file returns, up from 41.7 million a
year earlier. E-filed returns from tax
professionals increased slightly,
reaching almost 70.4 million. In all,
almost 114 million tax returns came
in through e-file this year, up from
112.1 million at this point last year.

Other highlights from the new fil-
ing season statistics show: During
2013, the IRS issued more than 101
million refunds worth almost $268
billion and almost 80 percent of re-
funds used direct deposit.

More people are using IRS.gov to
get answers, file their returns and re-
solve issues. So far in 2013, the IRS
website has been accessed more than
300 million times.

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

 County Slips to 9th
On ‘Kids Count’ List
COUNTY — Union County slipped

to ninth place in the annual New Jer-
sey Kids Count rankings, which mea-
sure progress in improving the lives of
children in 13 critical areas. Last year,
the county ranked eighth.

Union  County saw a decline in child
poverty, dropping from 17 percent to
14 percent of children living in families
earning too little to meet their children’s
needs. The county also posted slight
improvements in both median family
income and the percent of women re-
ceiving early prenatal care.

On the downside, Union County
experienced a slight increase in un-
employment and a drop in childcare
options for working parents.

Some key findings are:
Child poverty: The child poverty

rate in Union County declined from
17 percent in 2010 to 14 percent in
2011 when 18,000 children lived in
families earning too little to meet
their children’s needs; family In-
come: Median family income in-
creased from $74,000 in 2010 to
$74,835 in 2011 with the number of
families spending more than 30 per-
cent of income on rent remained at
50 percent; child care supply: Union
County parents had fewer child care
options, with the supply dropping
from 675 slots per 1,000 children
ages infant to 4 years in 2011 to 665
in 2012.


