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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton'sCounty Clerk to Open June 1
For Mail-In Primary Ballots

Christie to Look Into Report
On Rutgers New AD Hermann
New Jersey Governor Chris Christie

has said he plans to speak with Rutgers
University officials about a Star-Led-
ger report that newly-hired athletic
director, Julie Hermann, quit as
Tennessee’s women’s volleyball coach
16 years ago after her players com-
plained she ruled through humilia-
tion, fear and emotional abuse.

The players, the paper reported,
signed a letter in which they claimed
mentality cruelty they suffered when
Ms. Hermann was their coach was
unbearable, saying she had called
them “whores, alcoholics and learn-
ing disabled.”

Ms. Hermann was hired following
the firing of men’s basketball coach
Mike Rice for abusive behavior includ-
ing throwing basketballs at players, a
tape of which was broadcast by ESPN.

Senator Richard Codey (D-27,
Roseland) has called for the firings of
Rutgers President Robert Barchi and
Ms. Hermann, who is to begin her
new job on June 17.

Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20, Eliza-
beth) has called on the university to
rehire former AD Tim Pernetti, say-
ing he had been made a scapegoat in
the scandal.

Conservative Groups Demand
Reimbursement for IRS Targeting

A group of leading conservatives
has released a letter to the House and
Senate Republican leadership, and their
Republican Conferences, demanding
that legislation be passed to reimburse
those groups that were targeted for
political discrimination by “the Obama
administration’s Internal Revenue Ser-
vice.” The letter follows the resigna-
tions of two IRS officials, including the
acting commissioner, after another of-
ficial acknowledged that IRS agents
had targeted conservative groups, such
as the Tea Party, during the 2012 cam-
paign to see if they had violated their
tax exempt status.

In their letter, the groups accused the
IRS of discrimination against “Tea
Party, ‘Patriot,’ right-to-life organiza-
tions, Christian ministries, pro-Israel
Jewish groups and other opponents of
President Obama’s policies in the grant-
ing of not-for-profit tax exemptions.”

In transmitting the letter to Congress
the group noted that, “Many organiza-
tions incurred tens of thousands of dol-
lars in unnecessary legal and tax prepa-

Westfield’s Grace Park
Named Acting Prosecutor

TRENTON – Attorney General
Jeffrey S. Chiesa has announced
the appointment of former federal
prosecutor Grace H. Park of
Westfield as acting Union County
prosecutor in Union County effec-
tive June 17.

Ms. Park will replace longtime
Union County
P r o s e c u t o r
T h e o d o r e
Romankow, who
announced his res-
ignation earlier this
month after serv-
ing as prosecutor
for 11 years.

“I am confident
that Grace Park
will do an outstand-
ing job of leading
the effort to bring
criminals to justice
and protect the resi-
dents of Union
C o u n t y , ” M r .
Chiesa said. “Having worked with
her at the U.S. Attorney’s Office, I
know that she is an intelligent, ener-
getic and capable lawyer, and will
be extremely dedicated to the mis-
sion.”

Ms. Park is a graduate of the
University of California at Berkely,
and the Harvard Law School. She
was employed by the New York law

firm of Cravath, Swaine and Moore
as an associate from 2000 to 2003,
and as an assistant U.S. Attorney
with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in
Newark from 2003 to 2010. During
her time with the U.S. Attorney’s
Office, she prosecuted cases involv-
ing health care and government

fraud, terrorism
and violent
crime. Most re-
cently, she
served as senior
corporate coun-
sel with the phar-
m a c e u t i c a l
m a n u f a c t u r e r
Pfizer, Inc.

“I am honored
to take on the re-
sponsibility of
serving as acting
prosecutor,” Ms.
Park said. “I look
forward to the job
of combating

crime, helping to make neighborhoods
safer and working with our law en-
forcement partners at every level – as
well as other stakeholders – to serve
the citizens of my home county.”

Outgoing Prosecutor Romankow
was appointed in July 2002 and reap-
pointed in January 2008. During his
tenure as prosecutor, he established a
track record of investigating and pros-
ecuting gang and drug cases, includ-
ing many mid-to-high-level drug
dealers.

A frequent lecturer on the topic of
drug interdiction, gang violence and
human trafficking, Mr. Romankow
recently testified in the state Senate
before the Law and Public Safety and
Veteran’s Affairs Committee on pro-
posed amendments to the New Jersey
Wiretapping and Electronic Surveil-
lance Control Act. The New Jersey
Narcotics Enforcement Officers As-
sociation awarded him the Prosecu-
tor of the Year award in 2008. In
2006, Mr. Romankow helped lead
the creation of a countywide “mental
health court” in Union County de-
signed to connect low-level offend-
ers with necessary medical treatment
and social services.

“I commend and thank Prosecutor
Romankow for his leadership, his
innovation, and his dedication to the
crime-fighting mission,” Mr. Chiesa
said. “The people of Union County
have been well-served throughout his
more than a decade as Union County
prosecutor.”

Grace Park

Munoz Bill Clarifies Use of
Eminent Domain by Towns

COUNTY – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has announced she
will open her offices at the Union
County Courthouse, 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, and at 300 North Avenue
East, Westfield, this,Saturday, June
1, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., for voters
seeking last-minute mail-in ballots
for the Tuesday, June 4 Primary Elec-
tion.

Sample ballots for the Primary
Election in each Union County mu-
nicipality may be viewed by going to
the County Clerk’s website at
ucnj.org/sample-ballots.

Completed ballots will be kept in a
secure lockbox under the control of

the Union County Board of Elec-
tions, who will collect them for
counting. The Clerk’s office has
processed more than 700 mail-in
ballots to date for the Primary Elec-
tion.

To obtain a Vote-By-Mail applica-
tion, voters may download the form
at the county clerk’s website, ucnj.org/
vote-by-mail, but they must bring the
completed application to either of the
county clerk’s offices on Saturday,
June 1, between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m., or
on Monday, June 3, before 3 p.m. For
more information, please contact the
county clerk’s office at (908) 527-
4996.

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Assemblywoman Nancy F.
Muñoz (R-21, Summit) that clarifies
the use of eminent domain by a mu-
nicipality and amends the due pro-
cess provisions of the Local Redevel-
opment and Housing Law (LRHL)
that fall within the area of eminent
domain has been approved by the
General Assembly.

Under the bill, A-3615, a munici-
pality would be able to  use and invoke
eminent domain if an area is deter-
mined to be in need of redevelopment
and after the municipality follows es-
tablished criteria in making such a
determination. The town would be
able to offer long-term tax abatements
of up to 30 years to developers regard-
less of whether or not eminent domain
was needed in order to undertake the
redevelopment project.

The bill also spells out the notifica-

tion requirements and rights of property
owners if a town determines an area to
be a focus of redevelopment and autho-
rizes the taking of property by condem-
nation. The new provisions would re-
quire property owners within such an
area to be advised of the municipality’s
intention of whether it will use or not use
eminent domain at the outset. Unless a
municipality properly notifies owners,
the LRHL would not authorize the use
of eminent domain.

“The issue of due process is integral
in our society. At the same time, some
areas throughout the state are in decay
and in need of investment. This bill
addresses a town’s obligation to in-
form property owners of its redevel-
opment intentions in a timely manner,
hopefully reduces the need for the use
of eminent domain, and provides in-
centives that foster economic growth
and create jobs,” Asw. Muñoz said.

  
JUNE 2013 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Closed Sundays  
Closed June 7 for Staff Training Day 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for sign up information) 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for all registration information) 

6/1  1:30 pm Growing a Kitchen Garden by Karen Camden 

6/11 10:00 am Help with State Programs for Seniors 

6/11   7:00 pm Guitarist Peter Biedermann 

6/14  1:30 pm  TGIF! F. Scott Fitzgerald (video) 

6/18  3:00 pm Computer Class: Advanced Word 

6/19  7:00 pm Fiction Book Club: Defending Jacob 

6/21  1:30 pm  

6/24 2 & 6:30 pm  

6/26  7:00 pm Jazz Singer Jean Avery 

6/28  1:30 pm  

 
6/27 

  
2:00 pm 

They Came from Beneath the Earth 
Snakes-n-Scales presents reptiles, amphibians, 
spiders and other creatures. Hypercam shows 
us their whole world. For ages 5 and up. Regis-

 

2013 Summer Reading Clubs Begin! 
Tots to Teens 

Reading Clubs run June 24-August 17. We have a Listening Club for children 
not yet reading on their own, Dig into Reading for elementary schoolers, and 
an Online Summer Reading Program designed specifically for grades 6-12. 
Stop by the library or check www.wmlj.org for more information. 

Greek FestWestfield
2013

Event Hours
Thursday   5 Pm - 10 Pm

Friday (FISH NIGHT)  noon - 11 PM
Saturday  noon - 11 PM

Sunday  noon - 7 PM

ATM on PremiseS

May 30th – June 2ndMay 30th – June 2Nd

 For discounts visit www.NJGreekFest.com

HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
250 GALLOWS HILL ROAD, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

908.233.8533
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ration fees pursuing their not-for-profit
tax exemption. Others simply gave up
and folded their organizations in the
face of the daunting financial burden,
intimidation and bullying at the hands of
Obama’s IRS bureaucrats.”

Sweeney Calls on Myers to
Resign Over Scandal

State Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester) has called
on Newark Archbishop John J. Myers
to resign over his supervision of a
priest, Rev. Michael Fugee, who vio-
lated a lifetime ban on working with
children, nj.com reported.

“As the days go on, it becomes
clearer and clearer that Archbishop
Myers cannot remain in his posi-
tion,” Sen. Sweeney said in a state-
ment as reported by the paper.

The Archbishop, in an op-ed pub-
lished in the Sunday Star-Ledger on
May 26, announced that Monsignor
John Doran has resigned his position as
vicar general and that he has obtained an
outside law firm  “to conduct a full and
thorough investigation of the matter.”

 “I said I not only wanted to know
if there was any wrongdoing, but that
if there was wrongdoing and it rose to
the point that authorities should be
notified, I wanted them notified as
well,” the Archbishop said.

Morin: Park’s Appointment Is
Exactly What County Needed
CRANFORD  – Union County

Republican Chairman Phil Morin is-
sued the following statement in re-
sponse to Governor Chris Christie’s
appointment of former Assistant U.S.
Attorney Grace Park as Acting Union
County Prosecutor:

“The Union County Prosecutor’s
office has been under questionable
leadership when it comes to investi-
gating public corruption. Union
County Prosecutor Ted Romankow’s
close personal ties to the all-Demo-
crat Freeholder Board and the Union
County Democrat Committee politi-
cal machine required questioning his
commitment to protecting the public
interest.

Examples of the partisan approach
to public corruption investigations
include his brazen attempt to force
Cranford resident, activist and
blogger, Tina Renna, to turn over
confidential news sources and trample
her constitutional rights, which was
denied by the [state] Superior Court;
his failure to properly investigate
which county employees took home
county-owned generators during
Hurricane Sandy, and his failure to
prosecute anyone for substantial fi-
nancial misdealings, including miss-
ing cash, related to the Union County
Musicfest, and the list goes on.

The recent appointment of former
Assistant U.S. Attorney Grace Park
as acting prosecutor in Union County
by Governor Christie is just what
Union County needs.

Attorney Park’s credentials as an
assistant U.S. Attorney working

closely with then-U.S. Attorney
Christie, sends a message that the top
law enforcement official in the county
will work to protect the public’s inter-
est on public corruption issues, such
as the missing money from Musicfest
and Generator-Gate, not to protect the
questionable actions of public offi-
cials. Union County residents should
have no doubt that Acting Prosecutor
Park will leave no stone unturned in
rooting out illegal activity and corrup-
tion, both in the private and public
sectors in Union County.

As a Westfield resident and former
assistant U.S. Attorney in Newark
from 2003 to 2010, she is undoubt-
edly all too familiar with the issues
facing Union County and neighbor-
ing counties.

Union County Republican Free-
holder Candidates Marc Krauss, Mark
Martini and Ira Geiger, agree that
Governor Chris Christie has given
Union County residents yet another
reason to be proud of his leadership
with the appointment of former As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Grace Park as
Acting Prosecutor in Union County.”

AFFT Pushes for
 FairTax, End of IRS
Americans For Fair Taxation

(AFFT) is calling on Congress to
immediately enact HR 25/S 122, the
FairTax Act of 2013 and to phase out
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).

The FairTax Plan would replace all
federal income and payroll-based
taxes with a national retail sales tax.


