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CAPITOL VISIT…Fanwood-Scotch Plains Cadette Troop No. 40969 spent the
weekend of April 27 in Washington, D.C. The Girl Scouts toured the Capitol, visited
the National Archives, where they saw the original Declaration of Independence,
U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights, and visited the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum and the National Museum of American History.

Photo courtesy of Nick and Lisa Karter
SIGNS OF RESILIENCY...Sandy Hook Beach and National Recreation Area
opens on Memorial Day, with the recently topped off 1 World Trade Center  in
the background.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
TOP FANWOOD EMT…Overlook Medical Center in Summit recently honored
EMTs during its EMT Week awards dinner. Among the awardees was Rob
Villegas, Fanwood Rescue Squad’s EMT of the Year, as presented by Squad
President Nancy Mustachio.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
TOP SCOTCH PLAINS EMT…Overlook Medical Center in Summit recently
honored EMTs during its EMT Week awards dinner. Among the awardees was
Liz Buckridee, who was honored as Scotch Plains Rescue Squad EMT of the Year.
She is pictured with Squad Captain Dan Sullivan.

So where do you save it?”
A cautiously optimistic Sheriff

Froehlich is squarely in the middle
on the issue. “I’ve been preaching a
study for that merger for years,” he
said. “I think it has potential, but it
has to be studied first. It’s not the sort
of thing you push down somebody’s
throat.”

Besides the potential merger, the
Sheriff wants to continue his efforts
on reducing gun violence, “not just
through legislation, but through
education...Too many people are be-
ing harmed or hurt through guns, but
our young people — that’s where
you can slow down or stop almost
anything, with your youth.”

Mr. Mitchell, who also serves as
the minister, talked about bettering
what he called “quality of life issues”
in the county as well. “I would defi-
nitely work more in conjunction with
the local police, the local police de-
partments, and also to bolster more
support among the clergy, to develop
a greater relationship between law
enforcement and the community.”
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Sheriff

told the Union News Daily that she was
“very shocked” by Ms. Ward’s candi-
dacy. “I’m perplexed,” Ms. DeFilippo
said. “I don’t understand the rationale
of [her] running for senate.” Ms.
DeFilippo further stated that she be-
lieved Ms. Ward to be a resident of
Westfield, which is not part of the 21st
District.

Ms. Ward faced a legal challenge to
her residency in the 22nd district by
Freeholder Hudak. Although Ms. Ward
has had an address in Linden since
September, Mr. Hudak claimed she
still actually resided in Westfield.

Ms. Ward won the case in April to
appear off the line on the ballot. She has
gained endorsements from two may-
ors, Mayor Rick Proctor of Rahway
and Mayor Sharon Robinson-Briggs
of Plainfield.

Ms. Ward told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times via e-mail that there is
no antagonism between her and the
Regular Democratic Party, but that con-
tinuing her advocacy for at-risk youth,
begun during her term as a Freeholder,
“is at the heart of why I’m running.”

One of Ms. Ward’s initiatives was
“Christopher’s Program,” an award-
winning partnership between Union
County government and the New Jer-
sey Superior Court system, aimed at
reducing youth and gang violence.

As a Senator, Ms. Ward told The
Times she would continue to sponsor
legislation to counteract New Jersey’s
epidemic of youth involvement in
gangs. She said her other priorities
would include restoring funding for

women’s health clinics, and support-
ing property-tax relief for senior citi-
zens and disabled home owners.

Senator Scutari, a practicing attor-
ney, serves as chairman of the Senate
Judiciary Committee, chairman of
the Space Utilization Committee, and
as a member of the Senate Com-
merce Committee.

According to his campaign website,
the senator says one of his priorities is
“having a fair, competent, and quali-
fied Judiciary in New Jersey.” To this
end, he recently sponsored a bill requir-
ing judges to have practiced law for 15
years prior to appointment to the bench.

Senator Scutari also sponsored the
“New Jersey Compassionate Use
Medical Marijuana Act,” which makes
medical marijuana available to pa-
tients whose chronic, debilitating ill-
nesses have not responded to other
treatments.

He has promoted several pieces of
legislation to protect children, includ-
ing a bill to require all public-entities’
wireless devices to receive Amber
Alerts, another initiative to prohibit
the sale of imitation guns to minors,
and a law to require baseball bats in
organized games to be made of wood
as a safety measure.

Attempts to reach Mr. Scutari by
phone were unsuccessful.

Voters can access the State of New
Jersey Department of State link, https:/
/voter.njsvrs.com/PublicAccess/jsp/
PollPlace/PollPlaceSearch.jspto, to lo-
cate their polling place prior to the June
4 election date.
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District 22 Primary

matters,” referring to Berkeley
Heights and Summit, which have
pursued “seceding” from the county
after rising tax bills.

Moreover, she said, “We can’t over-
extend ourselves” and promote
projects such as a new banquet hall at
Galloping Hill Country Club in chal-
lenging economic times.

She is running with Elizabeth
Councilman Carlos Cedeno and Ri-
chard Starling of Union.

Representing Democrats for
Change, Linden’s Charles Cascone
told The Times that freeholders,
“have a major role to play in state
government and should take a pro-
active stance” on issues such as pro-
tecting early voting, Planned Par-
enthood, Meals on Wheels and Head
Start, as well as stemming rising
property taxes and advocating for a
minimum-wage hike.

He said freeholders should be “more
openly communicative,” adding that a
true “group of progressives could take
action against policies supported by
Governor (Chris) Christie that are not
helpful for poor, working- and middle-
class people.”

An Essex County College graduate
and former committeeman in Eliza-
beth, Mr. Cascone said when he talks to
county residents, he notices “a lack of
interest.”

“I don’t see any excitement from
people,” he added. “I’m seeing a lot of
people who will be mixing and match-
ing [in the Primary and General Elec-
tions.] People feel disconnected (from
county government)…I don’t feel con-
nected.”

Despite the uphill battle his slate
faces financially, Mr. Cascone said his
crew remains steadfast.

“We don’t have a campaign fund,”
he said. “I’m a pensioner, and we’re
depending on our own funds, but I have
a body. The odds, of course, are over-
whelming, but this is worth doing.”

Regarding the incumbent Democrats
and Real Democrats for Change, Mr.
Cascone said, “I don’t consider them to
be enemies; bridges can be built. I want
to get people talking to each other
instead of throwing spitballs.”

A 32-year veteran at the former Gen-
eral Motors plant in Linden, he said he
gets an “eerie feeling” when he drives
by the vacant lot. He noted that he
wants to help the unemployed and to
promote business growth in the county.

Mr. Cascone’s running mates are
Jacqueline D. Williams of Linden and
Janet Reynolds of Roselle.

In contrast to her opponents, incum-
bent Democrat Bette Jane Kowalski
spoke to The Times about how “proud”
she is of the county’s efforts to help
those hurt by the recession.

“I’m proud of the way that the county
brought residents through the difficulty
of the last few years during the eco-
nomic downturn; it’s been so hard on
families throughout the county,” she
said. “We really pulled together,
partnered with the private sector,

brought businesses back here and kept
existing businesses viable.”

When asked about Galloping Hill
Golf Course’s new upscale club-
house and banquet facility – refer-
enced by the opposition as an ex-
ample of “wasteful spending” – she
said, “It’s a matter of individual
opinion.” The course, which has
been managed by KemperSports
since 2010, is now profitable, the
freeholder added. “In the past, we
had trouble keeping our head above
water….When someone visits our
golf courses or parks, they might
visit our restaurants and shop at our
stores. So, I see it as an economic-
development project.”

Regarding finances, she said,
“Last year, we had to cut back on
county staff, which was a painful
process. This year, we’re in a better
position, and we’re studying the
budget on an ongoing basis and
streamlining where we can.”

Noting that the county recently
closed a $28-million budget gap,
she said, “Our goal for next year is
to economize where we can. It’s a
balance.”

When asked if the county could
lower its tax levy – as opposed to
remaining flat – she said, “I couldn’t
say. We’re doing our best to keep
taxes as low as can be…I wish we
could cut taxes. I’m not sure,
though, in the near future.”

Following the Democratic Pri-
mary, three individuals will emerge
and go on to face Republicans Marc
Krauss, P. Mark Martini and Ira
Geiger, who are running unopposed.
Freeholders, whose terms last three
years, are elected at-large.
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was told not to worry because the situ-
ation would be resolved in a few months.

That response was unsatisfactory to
Mr. Bernstein. “I work in New York
City. I live in that apartment because I
can walk across the street to the train
station. My father’s a senior. He’s got
lung cancer. He has a handicapped
sticker; there’s nowhere to park,” he
said.

Planning Board member Dennis
Sherry told Mr. Bernstein that a de-
tailed parking study was presented to
the board prior to its approval of the
plans.

Mr. Bernstein responded that the
study was done before Mara’s Café and
other retail spaces opened and did not
reflect current parking conditions. He
also found fault with the study’s as-
sumption that apartment dwellers
would commute during the day.

“My father doesn’t go out [to work
in the day],” he said.

Mr. Bernstein’s father, Stanley
Bernstein, told the board that when he
rented his apartment, Elite’s represen-
tative indicated an area where residents
would be able to park and said there
would be 48 spots in that area, two for
each of the 24 apartments.

According to Mr. Bernstein, Sr.,
although all the apartments currently
are leased, there are only 43 parking
spaces and they are not in one area.
“[Elite] misled everybody; I think you
should be aware of the fact that they’re
not giving you an honest count and

they’re not giving the residents an
honest count,” the elder Mr. Bernstein
said.

Planning Board Chairman Dale
Flowers told the Bernsteins that the
police chief, borough planner and en-
gineer, as well as Elite’s traffic expert,
would need to work together to re-
solve these problems.

“You’ve gotta get answers. You de-
serve answers and you should get
them…I think Borough Hall needs to
give you the answers you need…We
can give you sympathy, but we can’t
give you answers,” he said.

Planning Board Secretary Pat
Hoynes gave Mr. Bernstein her con-
tact information and promised to fa-
cilitate further communication be-
tween the Bernsteins and the borough.

In other business, the board passed
several resolutions it had approved at
the previous meeting, including a reso-
lution giving Elite Properties the right
to develop Fanwood Crossing build-
ings II and III and the municipal park-
ing lot that will stand between them.

The board also approved a genera-
tor for resident Robert Budiansky of
123 Second Street. Mr. Budiansky
had to request a side-yard variance
only because his home is located on a
corner lot.

“I have two front yards,” he joked.
The board granted Mr. Budiansky

the variance after making sure that his
generator would be well concealed by
shrubbery.
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Fanwood Crossing

Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUGLE BOYS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School horn section marches
down Park Avenue decked out in their handsome uniforms. The bands are
always a favorite in parades, and this occasion was no exception, as their
performance saluted the sacrifices of America’s military men and women.

FW Rec Comm. Reviews
La Grande Park Upgrades

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Recre-
ation Commission met Tuesday evening
at the building in La Grande Park to
discuss up-coming events and projects.

A neighbor, who lives near Forest
Road Park, complained about a lot of
water being on the walking path in the
park. Commissioner Tom Smith said
that water was supposed to go into a
culvert that was 30 or 40 feet behind the
infield. Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky said that next week work
would start at the park to install a new
irrigation system that should solve the
problem.

Commissioner Willie Green said
there were 30 registrants for the free
Training Wheels program, which is to
be held Sunday, June 9, from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m., at the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools in Scotch
Plains. The program teaches young-
sters a technique for riding a bicycle.
Several commissioners have volun-
teered their services for that day.

Mr. Budiansky said that repairs to
the roof of the Pavilion in La Grande
Park would start next week at a cost of
$9,000.

He also said that he and another
commissioner visited the Ponderosa
Water Park in Scotch Plains to get some
ideas about features to be installed in
La Grande Park. Mr. Budiansky said
they had already decided that the sprin-
kler would be installed in front of the
building, so that parents could watch
their children in the sprinkler and also
keep an eye on children playing else-
where in the park. He also said that
before finalizing what features would
be installed, he would have to talk to T
& M Engineering to get a better cost
estimate. Money would come from the
Union County Kids Recreation Trust
Fund and from the Borough Recre-
ation Trust Fund. The work is expected
to cost approximately $100,000.

Commissioner Tracy Fletcher said
that she had visited the water park in
Jersey City at the Newport complex
and was impressed with its features
such as a beach with sand and an ice-
skating rink that also could be used as
a picnic area in warm weather. She also
said that the Party in the Park would be
held on Tuesday, June 25, at 5 p.m. She
said it would include an obstacle course,
a bouncing facility and a rock-climb-
ing wall. The party is to be followed by
ParaNorman, a PG movie.

At the urging of Commissioner
Smith, the members voted to extend
the time the Men’s Softball League
could play from 6:15 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.,
when the movie starts, on Tuesdays in
July.

The commission also voted to do-
nate $45 to the Hilltop Tennis Club for
administering the Senior Tennis Pro-
gram at its facility for free.

The commissioners talked about in-
stalling a skateboard park in Forest
Road Park if there was enough interest
in the project.

The commissioners voted to approve
a proposal for all after-school and non-
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
coached camp programs which would
use CapturePoint online registration,
to collect 10 percent of the price of the
program per registration, which would
cover the original $5 to $10 per-regis-
trant contribution, the $1.71 to $3.42
fixed cost per transaction and the 2 to 3
percent plus five cents transaction fees
per transaction.

They also voted to approve a pro-
posal for Summer Camp, run by Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School coaches,
to continue to handle its own registra-
tion or to opt to use the CapturePoint
online system. If the camp went with
CapturePoint, it would be subject to a
10-percent levy, Mr. Budiansky said.

For information on classes or recre-
ation programs, call Fanwood Recre-
ation at (908) 370-7092.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade by Susan Dougherty

Sonia Owchariw for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MADAM PRESIDENT…Union County College (UCC) President Margaret M.
McMenamin addresses graduates during last Wednesday’s UCC commence-
ment held at Kean University’s Harwood Arena in Union.


