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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

SP-FW BOE Hears Presentation
On ‘Global Studies’ Program

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (BOE)
members, last Thursday, received a
PowerPoint presentation by the dis-
trict Supervisor of Social Studies,
Noel Baxter, on the new Social Stud-
ies program in the second grade called
Global Studies.

Ms. Baxter said the program is to
introduce the students to other cul-
tures around the globe. Photos are
used to show the students that chil-
dren in various cultures like to play
and have fun.

“This exercise also shows the chil-
dren that we all have a ‘common
humanity,’” she said. “It shows them
that we are all part of a big human

family, that what is weird or different
in one culture may be normal in an-
other.”

 “Second graders learn that we may
look different on the outside, but we
are all the same on the inside,” she
added. “They begin to understand
the concept of a culture, or shared
behavior within a group.

“They learn about things that are
common to everybody, and how
people across the globe spend their
day,” she said. “They learn about
universal needs, such as food and
clothing, and how that might differ in
a different geography or economy.”

 Ms. Baxter said that cultures are
“like an iceberg; you can see the tip
from the outside, but can’t see what
lies underneath.” She said the pri-

mary goal of the program is to lead to
better cross-cultural understanding,
resolve conflict, and to promote
peace. Ms. Baxter said teachers have
reported that there are high levels of
engagement by the students. She
thanked the district for making this
program a priority.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a contract with Complete Care
of Scotch Plains for medical services
coverage of football games for 2013
with no increase in the cost of ser-
vices.

A resolution was approved for The
Arc Kohler School to charge students
for reduced and/or paid meals pro-
vided as part of its education pro-
gram in compliance with the New
Jersey Department of Agriculture’s
Child Nutrition Program regulations.
The board authorized the school to
include the cost of meals provided
with in the annual tuition rate charged
to students.

The BOE voted to approve the ap-
pointment of Richard Barre as trea-
surer of school monies for the 2013-
2014 school year. The board also
approved a contract with Raymond
A. Cassetta, for negotiating services,
at an annual consulting fee of
$31,8000.

The BOE approved a professional
services agreement with attorney
Casper P. Boehm, Jr. for the 2013-
2014 school year at an annual con-
sulting fee of $54,000 plus an esti-
mated amount of $26,000 for addi-
tional services, at an hourly rate of
$225, resulting in a total estimated
annual amount of $80,000.

The board also approved a contract
with Nisicoccia and Company LLP
to conduct the 2012-2013 statutory
audit for an annual fee of $43,700.

It was announced that Student Rec-
ognition Night will take place on
Monday, June 10, at the BOE Admin-
istration Building.

The next board meeting will take
place on Thursday, June 13.

Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAPS...Everyone stands at attention as Taps is played by a member of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Marching Band at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Memorial Day Parade on Monday.

Tom Kranz for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OPENING CEREMONY...Marchers in Monday’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade gather for the opening
ceremony and laying of wreaths at the Veterans Monument at Park Avenue and Front Street in Scotch Plains.

Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ADMIRING OUR HEROES...Children line the curb as they wave at participants
in the annual Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade.

Froehlich In Primary Battle
With Puschel, Mitchell

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Union County Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich has been in office
for 36 years — but this Tuesday, June
4, he faces a challenge from two
other candidates in the Democratic
Primary Election.

The veteran head will face opposi-
tion from Union County Police Lieu-
tenant Rich Puschel and Essex County
Sheriff’s Officer Charles E. Mitchell,
Sr., who each have over 20 years of
experience in the field in their own
right. This is the Real Democrats for
Change-backed Mitchell’s third run
at the three-year position after two
former attempts, including a narrow
loss in 2010.

The latter candidates both praise
Sheriff Froehlich’s work in the de-
partment, but say it’s simply time for
him to move on.

“I believe in term limits,” Mr.
Mitchell said, echoing an indepen-
dent statement by Mr. Puschel made
earlier.

“He’s a great guy, he did a lot of
stuff, but you have to bring that de-
partment into the 21st century,” Mr.
Puschel said. “You need fresh think-
ing, you need security background,
you need infrastructure background,
you need background to treat people.”

Sheriff Froehlich laughed at con-
cerns of complacency, citing the na-
tional and state accolades awarded to
the department. “This is what I do
and I love it. And all I can see ahead
of me is progress, there has to con-
tinually be progress. I’ve got the great-
est team in the world. I’ve got the
greatest sheriff’s department in the
State of New Jersey. Or at least one of
the top three.”

Mr. Puschel wants to rework the

same department, which he claims is
bloated by politicians who lack law
enforcement experience and ulti-
mately affect the morale and ambi-
tion of lower officials.

“You want the place to run smooth,
you want somebody in there that has
knowledge of the law enforcement
side of it. And plus, you don’t want
people that are working for you for
many years going, ‘Why should I
work here? Why should I go up in the
ranks where I’m not going to get
anywhere, they put a politician in the
spot.’”

But Sheriff Froehlich points out
that two of his undersheriffs have
significant backgrounds in law en-
forcement, and the third, Joseph
Cryan, “does not do law enforcement
work. He does administrative work.
Budgets, contracts, personnel mat-
ters, hiring, firing. You don’t need a
police background for that function.”

Politics aside, Mr. Puschel also
voiced concerns about the basic func-
tionality of the current sheriff’s of-
fice, where he said he wants to insti-
tute weekly staff meetings and more
advanced training for specialized
units.

Another issue heading into the
election is discussions of a possible
merger between the Union County
Police and Sheriff’s departments, a
move Mr. Mitchell fully supports.

Mr. Puschel is less convinced, and
cites a discussion with an Essex
County official who claimed the
merger in Essex County instead cost
the county, which he finds logical:
“They have different job descriptions
where you’re not really going to save
money. If I took A and I put the A with
the B, what do I have? I have A and B.
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Nine Candidates Battle for Three
Freeholder Slots in Dem. Primary

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – Nine candidates,
representing three different Demo-
cratic freeholder slates, will battle on
Primary Day, Tuesday, June 4, to
represent the ticket come November.

While Democrats have held unilat-
eral control of the governing body
for over 15 years, not all members of
the party are content with the estab-
lishment in Union County.

Democrats for Change and Real
Democrats for Change – two sepa-
rate, unaffiliated groups – are chal-
lenging the regular Democratic line,
including incumbent Freeholder
Chairwoman Linda Carter and Bette

Jane Kowalski as well as newcomer
Sergio Granados, and they have come
out swinging.

Saying the county needs “more
debate and less photo-ops,” Real
Democrats for Change candidate
Madeline Fajardo of Elizabeth told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that, “We need serious change in the
Democratic Party in Union County.”

Ms. Fajardo, a recent law-school
graduate, said young professionals
like herself are being “pushed out” of

Union County due to it having the
third-highest average property-tax
bills in the state. “It’s unacceptable,”
she said.

While canvassing in Elizabeth, she
encountered many residents who
were “fed up” due to taxes and health-
related concerns; Ms. Fajardo said
the freeholders remain “out of touch
with what’s going on.”

She also noted that freeholders need
to recognize that, “the whole county

FW Crossing Residents
Question Board on Parking

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At its May 22 meet-
ing, the Fanwood Planning Board heard
commentary from members of the pub-
lic regarding the board’s recent ap-
proval of Fanwood Crossing develop-
ment plans.

Doug Bernstein, a resident of the
first Fanwood Crossing building, asked
the board for clarification about park-
ing at the development site.

He said that parking was not clearly
labeled, that no handicapped parking
existed, and that employees from
Mara’s Bakery and others were park-
ing in the residential parking area, leav-
ing only two-hour parking available to
residents.

Catherine DeAppolonio, serving as

the board’s attorney, informed Mr.
Bernstein that the board could not help
him because it had already approved
Elite Properties’ application. She di-
rected him to contact the borough’s
planner, Martin Truscott.

Mr. Bernstein countered that it was
Mr. Truscott who told him to approach
the planning board. Mr. Bernstein also
had been in touch with Fanwood Police
Chief Richard Trigo, who asked him to
call back after speaking to the board.

Before he found a photocopied map
taped to his door with the temporary
parking areas marked in highlighter,
Mr. Bernstein said, he had been un-
aware of any parking changes.

After finding the map, he approached
Elite Properties about his concerns but
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Scutari Faces Ward in
Dem Primary for Senate
By CATHERINE WATSON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — This Tuesday, June
4, voters in New Jersey’s 22nd Legisla-
tive District will cast their votes in the
Democratic Primary for state Senate.

The district is composed of parts of
three counties and includes the Union
County towns of Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Clark, Linden, Rahway and
Plainfield.

The incumbent, Senator Nicholas
Scutari of Linden, will contend for the
senate seat against former Union
County Chosen Freeholder Nancy
Ward of Linden.

Senator Scutari, a former Union
County Freeholder, was first elected
to the Union County Freeholder board
in 1996 and became chairman in
1999. He was the youngest person
ever to serve in that position in Union
County. Senator Scutari left the Free-
holders in 2004 to replace Senator
Joseph Suliga, who had been forced
to pull out of his reelection bid over
his alleged drunken sexual harass-
ment of a woman at an Atlantic City
casino. Mr. Suliga was killed in an
automobile accident in 2005.

Ms. Ward was appointed to the Free-
holder board to replace John Wohlrab
following his arrest in 2004 on charges
stemming from alleged domestic abuse.
Mr. Wohlrab had been appointed to
replace Mr. Scutari on the board.

In 2005 and again in 2008, Ms. Ward
was re-elected as a freeholder. In 2009,
following her last election to the free-
holders, she moved to Westfield, where
her relatives own the James Ward Man-
sion and the Savannah luxury apart-
ments, and where she currently prac-
tices law.

In 2010, she decided not to run for
freeholder again, citing family and work
obligations. The same year saw the
departure of Freeholder Rick Proctor
of Rahway and his replacement on the
board, Chris Hudak, chairman of the
Linden Democratic Committee.

This year, Ms. Ward re-entered poli-
tics, running off the line in order to
contest the Regular Democratic Party’s
nominee, Senator Scutari. The Regular
Democratic Party registered some sur-
prise at her decision to run.

Charlotte DeFilippo, chairwoman of
the Union County Democratic Party,
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Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
MOVING CONCERT…The Westfield Community Band, directed by Thomas
Connors, plays for hundreds gathered Sunday at Fanwood’s historic train
station for a moving concert in memory of fallen soldiers. The second annual
concert is becoming a tradition in Fanwood.


