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SIGNS OF RESILIENCY...Sandy Hook Beach and the National Recreation Area
opened  on Memorial Day with the recently topped off 1 World Trade Center  in
the background.
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GREEN TEAM...On May 4, Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, fourth from the
left, and Westfield Business Administrator Jim Gildea, right,  toured the Rahway
Valley Sewer Authority (RVSA) along with members of their Green Team.Sonia Owchariw for The Westfield Leader

GRADUATION NIGHT…Union County College (UCC) graduates stand after
entering Kean University’s Harwood Arena in Union for UCC’s 69th commence-
ment exercises held May 22.

said. “Anyone else is not.”
Mr. Mathieu is viewed by many,

including members of his own party,
as combative, confrontational and a
gadfly. Mrs. Quattrocchi pointed to
the ongoing litigation against him by
Municipal Clerk Christina Ariemma.

Ms. Ariemma sued the borough,
council – and Mr. Mathieu and Mayor
Quattrocchi individually – claiming
that by passing an ordinance to elimi-
nate pay increases for non-union
employees, they unlawfully denied
her a raise protected by state statute.
She also accused Mr. Mathieu of “in-
timidation and harassment.”

A petition circulated through the
borough a year ago to gather signa-
tures needed to recall him. Even Mr.
DeFilippo joined the chorus, urging
him to resign at a council meeting
“because of misconduct he has man-
aged to alienate almost every depart-
ment in the borough.”

“It’s hard to be mayor when you
have a strong adversary within your
own party who is unhappy with any
and everything,” the mayor said.

However, Mr. Stryeski wondered
whether registered Republicans view
him as town party loyalists do. He
points out that residents elected Mr.
Mathieu.

“You have an incumbent – for good
or bad, depending on how you look at
Jim’s reputation. He has name recog-
nition,” he said.

In a campaign letter, Mr. Mathieu
calls for a new Republican Party that
is “a consistent advocate for its tax-
payers.” While pointing out no coun-
cil Republican has voted “no” with
him on the budget for three years, he
said, “Republicans should sometimes
be different than Democrats.”

While he stated his accomplish-
ments in a letter that ran in the May
16 edition of The Westfield Leader,
Mayor Quattrocchi said they only
tell half the story.

“The other half is the angst and
problems that the so-called accom-
plishments have created along the
way,” she said.

As with any election, turnout will
be critical. Based on previous elec-
tions, Mr. Stryeski forecasts 140 to
150 out of about 400 registered Re-
publicans in the borough will vote in
the Primary.

On the other side of the ballot,
Garwood Democratic Party Chair-
man Charles Lombardo is hoping to

find two write-in candidates, each of
whom will need five votes to appear
on the General Election ballot, ac-
cording to County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi.

Mr. Lombardo said many in the
party contacted said they are unable
to run because they are working
longer hours due to the economy or
simply do not want to run right now.
While lacking a candidate has no
immediate impact – Democrats will
retain control of the council regard-
less – Mr. Lombardo said, “I just
hope it doesn’t snowball into the fu-
ture.”

All three Republican hopefuls and
the mayor acknowledged the cam-
paign has been quiet, with only a
scattering of Blaufeder and Martin
signs. Each said he has been going
door to door.

Mr. Martin, owner of Mike Martin’s
Promotion Rental Service in
Garwood, said his main interest is to
stabilize property taxes by redevel-
oping North and South Avenues.

“Lower property taxes are not go-
ing to happen,” said Mr. Martin, who
touts his business experience. “I think
we can achieve very low increases in
property taxes.”

Mr. Blaufeder, who owns TT
Cycles in Berkeley Heights, said he
abstained from the budget vote be-
cause he came in too late to make an
informed decision, but he praised
Council President Sara Todisco, a
Democrat, for paring spending with-
out “cutting our fingernails too short.”
He called being on the council an
“eye-opening experience.”

He said some Garwood residents
have come to expect a certain level of
service, but that comes at a price.
Without specifying, he said the coun-
cil is working to defray costs, and
like Mr. Martin, said redevelopment
will add rateables and tax relief.

Mr. Stryeski, who forecasts elec-
tions, predicted a close race. He said
Garwood has a cultural divide: long-
time residents, who are mostly blue-
collar, and newer college-educated
arrivals.

“How many of the newer people
are going to turn out?” he asked. “I
think Mr. Mathieu has talked about
some of these issues: Do we need
more of this? More of that? Are we
willing to pay for that? I think it’s
going to come down to a money
issue: taxes.”
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She also noted that freeholders
need to recognize that, “the whole
county matters,” referring to Ber-
keley Heights and Summit, which
have pursued “seceding” from the
county after rising tax bills.

Moreover, she said, “We can’t
overextend ourselves” and promote
projects such as a new banquet hall
at Galloping Hill Country Club in
challenging economic times.

She is running with Elizabeth
Councilman Carlos Cedeno and Ri-
chard Starling of Union.

Representing Democrats for
Change, Linden’s Charles Cascone
told The Leader that freeholders,
“have a major role to play in state
government and should take a pro-
active stance” on issues such as
protecting early voting, Planned
Parenthood, Meals on Wheels and
Head Start, as well as stemming
rising property taxes and advocat-
ing for a minimum-wage hike.

He said freeholders should be
“more openly communicative,”
adding that a true “group of
progressives could take action
against policies supported by Gov-
ernor (Chris) Christie that are not
helpful for poor, working- and
middle-class people.”

An Essex County College gradu-
ate and former committeeman in
Elizabeth, Mr. Cascone said when
he talks to county residents, he no-
tices “a lack of interest.”

“I don’t see any excitement from
people,” he added. “I’m seeing a lot
of people who will be mixing and
matching [in the Primary and Gen-
eral Elections.] People feel discon-
nected (from county
government)…I don’t feel con-
nected.”

Despite the uphill battle his slate
faces financially, Mr. Cascone said
his crew remains steadfast.

“We don’t have a campaign fund,”
he said. “I’m a pensioner, and we’re
depending on our own funds, but I
have a body. The odds, of course,
are overwhelming, but this is worth
doing.”

Regarding the incumbent Demo-
crats and Real Democrats for
Change, Mr. Cascone said, “I don’t
consider them to be enemies;
bridges can be built. I want to get
people talking to each other instead
of throwing spitballs.”

A 32-year veteran at the former
General Motors plant in Linden, he
said he gets an “eerie feeling” when
he drives by the vacant lot. He noted
that he wants to help the unem-
ployed and to promote business
growth in the county.

Mr. Cascone’s running mates are
Jacqueline D. Williams of Linden
and Janet Reynolds of Roselle.

In contrast to her opponents, in-
cumbent Democrat Bette Jane
Kowalski spoke to The Leader about
how “proud” she is of the county’s
efforts to help those hurt by the
recession.

“I’m proud of the way that the
county brought residents through
the difficulty of the last few years
during the economic downturn; it’s
been so hard on families through-
out the county,” she said. “We re-
ally pulled together, partnered with
the private sector, brought busi-
nesses back here and kept existing
businesses viable.”

When asked about Galloping Hill
Golf Course’s new upscale club-
house and banquet facility – refer-
enced by the opposition as an ex-
ample of “wasteful spending” – she
said, “It’s a matter of individual
opinion.” The course, which has
been managed by KemperSports
since 2010, is now profitable, the
freeholder added. “In the past, we
had trouble keeping our head above
water….When someone visits our
golf courses or parks, they might
visit our restaurants and shop at our
stores. So, I see it as an economic-

development project.”
Regarding finances, she said,

“Last year, we had to cut back on
county staff, which was a painful
process. This year, we’re in a better
position, and we’re studying the
budget on an ongoing basis and
streamlining where we can.”

Noting that the county recently
closed a $28-million budget gap,
she said, “Our goal for next year is
to economize where we can. It’s a
balance.”

When asked if the county could
lower its tax levy – as opposed to
remaining flat – she said, “I couldn’t
say. We’re doing our best to keep
taxes as low as can be…I wish we
could cut taxes. I’m not sure,
though, in the near future.”

Following the Democratic Pri-
mary, three individuals will emerge
and go on to face Republicans Marc
Krauss, P. Mark Martini and Ira
Geiger, who are running unop-
posed. Freeholders, whose terms
last three years, are elected at-large.
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move Mr. Mitchell fully supports.
Mr. Puschel is less convinced,

and cites a discussion with an Essex
County official who claimed the
merger in Essex County instead cost
the county, which he finds logical:
“They have different job descrip-
tions where you’re not really going
to save money. If I took A and I put
the A with the B, what do I have? I
have A and B. So where do you save
it?”

A cautiously optimistic Sheriff
Froehlich is squarely in the middle
on the issue. “I’ve been preaching a
study for that merger for years,” he
said. “I think it has potential, but it
has to be studied first. It’s not the
sort of thing you push down
somebody’s throat.”

Besides the potential merger, the
Sheriff wants to continue his ef-
forts on reducing gun violence, “not
just through legislation, but through
education...Too many people are
being harmed or hurt through guns,
but our young people — that’s
where you can slow down or stop
almost anything, with your youth.”

Mr. Mitchell, who also serves as
the minister, talked about bettering
what he called “quality of life is-
sues” in the county as well. “I would
definitely work more in conjunc-
tion with the local police, the local
police departments, and also to bol-
ster more support among the clergy,
to develop a greater relationship
between law enforcement and the
community.”
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school teachers. The system is being
employed for the first time this school
year.

“The purpose of this program is to
move teachers to greatness,” Ms.
Lubarsky stated. “We want wonderful,
terrific, competent teachers who are
going to provide education at the high-
est effort for our children.”

The system utilizes a combination of
teacher performance (primarily by ob-
serving lessons in the classroom) with
student performance based on two fac-
tors known as Student Growth Objec-
tive (SGO) and Student Growth Per-
centile (SGP).

According to the New Jersey De-
partment of Education (NJDOE), a
SGO is a “long-term academic goal,
informed by data, set by an educator at
the beginning of the year for all or a
subgroup of students.”

An example of a SGO would be a
teacher ensuring all students in a spe-
cific algebra class are classified as pro-
ficient in that topic by the end of the
school year. Through a mathematical
formula, the percentage of students
that complete the SGO factors into the
teacher’s overall score.

According to the NJDOE, SGPs
“measure how much a student has
learned from one year to the next com-
pared to peers with similar academic
history from across the state.”

As covered in a recent edition of The

Westfield Leader, the NJDOE evalu-
ates students from a specific school by
comparing standardized test results with
other schools across the state in the
same peer group, a designation based
on socio-economic, school size and
other similar factors.

According to Ms. Lubarsky, NJ
Achieve is designed to bring about “an
increase in quality discussions about
student growth and learning...increased
knowledge and focused use of New
Jersey curriculum standards and a
deeper upstanding of academic
strengths and weaknesses of students.”

In other news, several students were
recognized for their contribution to-
ward winning the fourth annual Health
Bee. Six students from Deerfield El-
ementary School competed against stu-
dents from seven neighboring munici-
palities.

Sponsored by the Westfield Young
Men’s Christian Association
(YMCA), the program is devoted to
fighting obesity in children. A $1,000
prize was awarded to Deerfield to
assist in that effort.

The Deerfield team consisted of
students Megan Karapetrov, Michael
Lau, Bret O’Brien, Aislinn O’Keefe,
Peter Pinto and Caitlin Tighe.

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, June 25, at 7:30
p.m., at the Beechwood School’s
media center.
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Courtesy of Tom Kranz
TOP WESTFIELD EMT…Overlook
Medical Center in Summit recently
honored its EMTs during its EMT
Week awards dinner. Among the
awardees was Angela Ho, Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad’s EMT of the
Year. She is pictured with Squad Presi-
dent Reid Edles.

Westfield BOE
Candidates

Deadline: June 4
WESTFIELD - Westfield resi-

dents interested in becoming a
Board of Education member for a
three-year term (2013-2016) must
file a petition in person in the Of-
fice of the County Clerk at 2 Broad
Street, Room 113, Elizabeth, on or
before 4 p.m. on Tuesday, June 4.
The election will take place on Tues-
day, November 5.

The members whose terms are
expiring on the Westfield Board of
Education include Ginny Leiz,
Mitchell Slater and Brendan
Galligan.

Questions can be referred to the
Union County Election Supervisor,
Lisa Hugelmeyer, at (908) 527-
4996. Information is available at
the County Clerk’s website at
www.ucnj.org/ctyclerk.

GW Council OKs Bagging
Of Leaves in 4-2 Vote

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council
members on Tuesday approved an
ordinance on second reading, re-
quiring residents to place leaves in
biodegradable bags or in contain-
ers 32 gallons or less.

The measure, which ends the De-
partment of Public Works (DPW)
practice of vacuuming leaves left in
the streets by residents, passed by a
4-2 tally, with Council President
Sara Todisco and Councilman Steve
Blaufeder opposing the ordinance.

Council member Bill Nierstedt,
known for his environmental activ-
ism, proposed the ordinance citing
problems with clogged sewers,
which increases borough costs. He
added that trucks have to plow
around leaves if there is an early
season snow, and debris such as
sticks and stones can damage the
vacuum mechanism.

He added that residents who are
unable to rake leaves could ask the
DPW for a list of young people
willing to do it for them.

“Requiring the placement of
leaves in bags would actually allow
DPW to send out one truck and one
person rather than three or four
people at a time,” he said. “It re-
duces man hours, reduces fuel costs.
It’s extremely efficient.”

Under the ordinance, no bagged
or containerized leaves can be
placed on the curb or along the
street more than a week before a
scheduled collection.

While bags are currently free,
Mr. Nierstedt said the borough could
begin charging residents, which
made Ms. Todisco, finance com-
mittee chairwoman, wary.

“I’m a little disappointed that we
are not even sure out of the commit-
tee yet whether we want to charge
for bags, not charge for bags, how
much we pay,” she said.

She said the superintendent of
public works purchased $3,000
worth of bags last year and about 40
percent of Garwood residents bag
leaves voluntarily, meaning costs
could double. She wants the bags
provided at no cost. She said
Cranford, Westfield and Clark do
not require bagging.

“I think we are doing a nice job as
it is without forcing people to bag
leaves and add that extra step or
burden,” she said.

Ms. Todisco fired off several ques-
tions, including how much the bor-
ough would save over time, how the
ordinance would be enforced, what
the borough would do with the
vacuum mechanism and if this is
what the residents want.

“We have people pay more and
more taxes every year as costs go
up, and I fear them getting less and
less,” she said. “I certainly don’t
like to see taxes go up. I hate to be
the one to break the bad news. But
I would really hate to be on the side
that increases taxes but also de-
creases service, and I won’t sup-
port doing that.”

In response, Mr. Nierstedt chided
Ms. Todisco for not asking her ques-
tions prior to the work session, since
the issue was discussed prior. He
called it an environmental encour-
agement.

Mr. Nierstedt was joined by Coun-
cilwoman Ann Palmer, who cited
the problem leaf piles cause for
parking, and an unlikely ally in
Republican Jim Mathieu, who saw
the issue as the responsibility of
homeowners to keep up their prop-
erty.

In other meeting news, the coun-
cil instructed Borough Attorney Bob
Renaud draft a letter to the New
Jersey Superior Court in Elizabeth

with regard to a Westfield
townhouse development on
Grandview Avenue between Myrtle
Avenue and Grove Street.

The letter will request the
borough’s concerns be heard at the
Monday, June 10, hearing which is
to review the variance that allows
higher density housing than usu-
ally permitted.

About half a dozen residents
spoke to council members, taking
up nearly an hour of the more than
three-hour meeting Tuesday night,
expressing grave concern about the
project’s effect on storm water run-
off into the Garwood Brook.

Residents Alex Grohol and Den-
nis McCarthy, the borough’s former
mayor, were most passionate about
the council taking some action.

However, Mr. Renaud and Mr.
Nierstedt expressed doubts about
succeeding at the hearing, since the
project includes affordable, or
Mount Laurel, housing units. Both
noted that New Jersey courts are
loathe to deny such a development,
since the New Jersey Supreme Court
issued the Mount Laurel decision
to encourage those projects.

Mr. Nierstedt and Borough Engi-
neer Don Guarriello also doubted
Garwood’s ability to dispute the
development on the runoff issue
because they said the builder had
met the state regulated “residential
site improvement standards” with
regards to the storm water.

Mr. Nierstedt said he also is try-
ing to meet with the developer to
address residents’ concerns.

On another issue, bulk pickup
applications were mailed to resi-
dents last week. The $80 permit al-
lows for disposal of up to 750 pounds
of bulk. Applications are due by
June 10. The program is scheduled
to begin on Monday, June 24.
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