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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
IN THEIR HONOR...The American flag stands at attention as veterans, officers and area residents show their respect at
the Memorial Day Parade held Monday in downtown Westfield.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TOWN BELL...The Westfield Town Bell rings in honor of our nation’s veterans
during the Memorial Day Parade held Monday in downtown Westfield.

Photo courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
LEADING THE PACK...Veterans wave to the crowd as they walk in the
Mountainside Memorial Day Parade held on Monday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FLAGS FLYING...It’s all smiles for marchers and the audience at the Cranford
Memorial Day Parade held Monday.

Oliveira, Barabas Face Off
In Ward 3 GOP Primary

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — This Tuesday,
June 4, Westfield’s Third Ward Re-
publican voters will choose between
party line candidate David Oliveira
and fellow Republican Diane
Barabas; the winner will face off
against Democrat Matt Sontz in the
November election for town council.

Mrs. Barabas and her husband,
Edward, have lived in Westfield for
30 years and raised two children. She
holds an associate’s degree in com-
munications and Spanish and  cur-
rently is enrolled in an advanced real
estate degree program at Monmouth
University.

She was the sole proprietor of Diane
B Interior Designs, which operated

in downtown Westfield for eight years,
and served as chairwoman of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce. Mrs. Barabas is a licensed
realtor with David Realty Group in
town.

Mr. Oliveira is a 10-year resident
of Westfield and is employed as the
business administrator for the Clark
public schools. He and his wife, Anne,
have two young daughters. Prior to
working in Clark, Mr. Oliveira worked
as a Certified Public Accountant,
taught business at West Side High
School in Newark and was later the
assistant principal of Weequahic High
School in Newark. He currently serves
as a member of the Westfield Board
of Health.

Mr. Oliveira earned his bachelor’s

degree in business administration
from Boston University and his
master’s degree in education from
Saint Peter’s College.

When asked by The Westfield
Leader why she decided to run in the
Primary Mrs. Barabas said, “I wanted
to go onto town council when Mark
LoGrippo went on for [Mark]
Ciarrocca, and I guess the mayor
[Andrew Skibitsky] decided that he
had somebody else in mind; I wasn’t
really very happy about that…I’m
not a stranger to the Republican Party.
I made a request, and nobody re-
sponded, so I filed my own petition.”

Mrs. Barabas ran for Union County
Freeholder last year, and while she
lost the election, she pointed out that
it has been 16 years since a Republi-
can has held a seat on the board.

Citing the HAWK light and treat-
ment of the residents on Central Av-
enue, she told The Leader, “There
needs to be a greater rapport with the
taxpayers and the town
council…When taxpayers are com-
plaining I think you need to respond
to them in a little bit nicer fashion.”

Mrs. Barabas also said she would
like to become more involved with
issues such as enabling the  Raritan
Valley Line train, of which Westfield
has the most commuters, to be a one-
seat ride to Manhattan as she believes
it would help reinforce property val-
ues. She also would like to see more
female input on the council, and other
boards such as the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, which she
served on the board of directors.

“My wife and I picked Westfield to
live in because it’s a great town,” Mr.
Oliveira told The Leader. “I want to
help keep the town going in the great
direction that it has been.”

He told The Leader that Westfield
provides good services in terms of
police, fire and public works, but that
he wants to “listen to residents and
get their input” on any areas they feel
need improvement. Mr. Oliveira said
he wants to work to maintain fiscal
discipline,  promote policies that build
a thriving downtown and promote
pedestrian safety, especially in the
downtown.

Three Candidates Face Off
In Garwood GOP Primary

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood Re-
publicans are already down to two
seats on the borough council, and
they do not even want one of the two
men who can leverage incumbency
into another term.

It is an odd election, according to
Republican strategist and Roselle
GOP Chairman Roger Stryeski, es-
pecially since at press time hundreds
of phone calls had not produced a
Democratic candidate to run in this
Tuesday’s, June 4, Primary Election.

“This is most unusual,” he said.
“To have an incumbent who is not
endorsed by the GOP. We haven’t
seen this in Union County in a while.”

Jim Mathieu is finishing his first
three-year term on the council, but he
has been so ostracized by the
Garwood Republican Committee that
the committee is endorsing two other
candidates: Steve Blaufeder, who was
appointed to fill Victor DeFilippo’s
seat in March, and Mike Martin.

Mr. Blaufeder ran in 2011 while
Mr. Martin was a candidate in 2012.

Mr. Mathieu, who works in bank
operations, is billing himself as the
“Conservative Republican” and con-
siders himself the only true tax hawk
on the council. He routinely criti-
cizes his fellow council members in
addition to Republican Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi on spending.

Garwood is facing a 4.3-percent
property-tax hike, higher than most
neighboring towns.

“What’s going to win me this elec-
tion is my record, and that’s what I’m
doing the best to get out, voting against
every tax increase, voting against the
Athletic Field Complex, and the other
accomplishments I have had on coun-
cil, like working to get rid of longev-
ity raises for non-union employees.”

Mayor Quattrocchi, whose hus-
band chairs the GOP committee, feels
the party endorsement will prevail.

“We’re letting the Republicans
know that these are the candidates
that are authorized to be on the county
line along with the Governor [Chris
Christie], along with [Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick],” Mrs. Quattrocchi
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Nine Candidates Battle for Three
Freeholder Slots in Dem. Primary

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – Nine candidates,
representing three different Demo-
cratic freeholder slates, will battle
on Primary Day, Tuesday, June 4,
to represent the ticket come No-
vember.

While Democrats have held uni-
lateral control of the governing body
for over 15 years, not all members
of the party are content with the
establishment in Union County.

Democrats for Change and Real
Democrats for Change – two sepa-
rate, unaffiliated groups – are chal-
lenging the regular Democratic line,
including incumbent Freeholder
Chairwoman Linda Carter and Bette
Jane Kowalski as well as newcomer
Sergio Granados, and they have
come out swinging.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Saying the county needs “more
debate and less photo-ops,” Real
Democrats for Change candidate
Madeline Fajardo of Elizabeth told
The Westfield Leader that, “We need
serious change in the Democratic
Party in Union County.”

Ms. Fajardo, a recent law-school
graduate, said young professionals
like herself are being “pushed out”
of Union County due to it having

the third-highest average property-
tax bills in the state. “It’s unaccept-
able,” she said.

While canvassing in Elizabeth,
she encountered many residents
who were “fed up” due to taxes and
health-related concerns; Ms.
Fajardo said the freeholders remain
“out of touch with what’s going
on.”

Froehlich In Primary Battle
With Puschel, Mitchell

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – Union County Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich has been in office
for 36 years — but this Tuesday, June
4, he faces a challenge from two
other candidates in the Democratic
Primary Election.

The veteran head will face opposi-
tion from Union County Police Lieu-
tenant Rich Puschel and Essex County
Sheriff’s Officer Charles E. Mitchell,
Sr., who each have over 20 years of
experience in the field in their own
right. This is the Real Democrats for
Change-backed Mitchell’s third run
at the three-year position after two
former attempts, including a narrow
loss in 2010.

The latter candidates both praise
Sheriff Froehlich’s work in the de-
partment, but say it’s simply time for
him to move on.

“I believe in term limits,” Mr.
Mitchell said, echoing an indepen-
dent statement by Mr. Puschel made
earlier.

“He’s a great guy, he did a lot of
stuff, but you have to bring that de-
partment into the 21st century,” Mr.
Puschel said. “You need fresh think-
ing, you need security background,
you need infrastructure background,
you need background to treat people.”

Sheriff Froehlich laughed at con-
cerns of complacency, citing the na-
tional and state accolades awarded to
the department. “This is what I do
and I love it. And all I can see ahead
of me is progress, there has to con-
tinually be progress. I’ve got the great-

est team in the world. I’ve got the
greatest sheriff’s department in the
State of New Jersey. Or at least one of
the top three.”

Mr. Puschel wants to rework the
same department, which he claims is
bloated by politicians who lack law
enforcement experience and ulti-
mately affect the morale and ambi-
tion of lower officials.

“You want the place to run smooth,
you want somebody in there that has
knowledge of the law enforcement
side of it. And plus, you don’t want
people that are working for you for
many years going, ‘Why should I
work here? Why should I go up in the
ranks where I’m not going to get
anywhere, they put a politician in the
spot.’”

But Sheriff Froehlich points out
that two of his undersheriffs have
significant backgrounds in law en-
forcement, and the third, Joseph
Cryan, “does not do law enforcement
work. He does administrative work.
Budgets, contracts, personnel mat-
ters, hiring, firing. You don’t need a
police background for that function.”

Politics aside, Mr. Puschel also
voiced concerns about the basic func-
tionality of the current sheriff’s of-
fice, where he said he wants to insti-
tute weekly staff meetings and more
advanced training for specialized
units.

Another issue heading into the elec-
tion is discussions of a possible
merger between the Union County
Police and Sheriff’s departments, a
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MS BOE Cuts Pay to Play,
Subscription Bussing Costs

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education on
Tuesday night announced that the dis-
trict was reducing the cost of so-called
“pay to play” program as well as its
subscription bussing service charge.

Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky said participation in all non-
athletic student activities would be $40
for the year. Participation in all athletic
student activities will be $195 per sport
with the following adjustments: if a
student plays two or more sports the
cost will be $300 per year. If two or
more students in a family play a sport,
the cost will be $150 each per sport. If
two or more children in a family play
two or more sports, the cost will be
$250 for each child for the year.

“This is a substantial reduction from
the fees that we had in place last year,”
Ms. Lubarsky said.

Ms. Lubarsky continued regarding a
reduction in cost in student bussing.
“We are pleased to offer a reduction in
subscription bussing fees from $535 to
$450…We do have limited spaces avail-
able because we are required to hold
seats for our required bussing students.
However, there is a waiting list for
families requesting subscription bus-
sing. We will reevaluate our bussing
service in September and we plan to
offer a percentage of individual seats
should they become available.”

In other business, the BOE reported
on NJ Achieve, a system created in
2010 by the New Jersey Department of
Education to better evaluate public
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