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HANDSOME QUARTET…In Cranford Dramatic Club theatre’s recent pro-
duction of The Music Man, school board members are united by music to form
a quartet. Pictured, from left to right, are: Andrew King, Michael Dooley, Rick
Brown and Mark Douches.

This Music Man Works Magic at
Cranford Dramatic Club

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Meredith Willson’s
musical, The Music Man, is an
iconic slice of American life from
a bygone era. The Cranford Dra-
matic Club’s (CDC) version of the
classic is a delightful piece of hot
apple pie a la mode.

The opening number, “Rock Is-
land” is a great a capella tune
with the traveling salesmen on a
train lamenting the fact that there
is a con artist out there making it
rough on the others. One sales-
man in particular, Charlie Cowell
(F.J. DeRobertis), sets the scene
of a swindler, Professor Harold
Hill (Paul Aiello), who jumps off
the train to scam the people in
the town of River City, Iowa.
Realistic jostling and bouncing of
the actors, reminiscent of the
pistons on a calliope, make the
train car come to life.

From the littlest tike in the cast
to the oldest senior citizen
onstage, the ensemble plays its
part as stubborn Iowans while
salesman Hill warns the folks of
the “trouble” that will befall their
fair town because of the new bil-
liard hall. The Professor’s remedy
is to have the children join a
band, which he will lead. Of course
he is a charlatan who doesn’t
know a middle C from a high one,
but he has pulled this scam in
various forms throughout various
states and has never been caught.

His former sidekick, Marcellus

Washburn (Fausto Pimentel) has
settled into domestic life in the
town, yet gives him the lowdown
by pointing out the music teacher.
Little by little this musical magi-
cian charms the townspeople in-
cluding Marian Paroo (Misti Dawn
Garritano), the spinster music
teacher and town librarian.

Right from the first downbeat
of the overture under Alva
Nelson’s baton to the last note of
the “76 Trombones” curtain call
music, the audience buys into
the nostalgia and patriotism of
the Fourth of July setting in middle
America of 1912.

The Widow Paroo, Marion’s
mother, (Maureen Monroe) is es-
pecially good with her authentic
sounding Irish brogue when she
cautions her daughter that she’ll
wind up an old maid in, “Piano
Lesson/If You Don’t Mind Me Say-
ing So.”

Marian gets a chance to fanta-
size aloud in the lovely song, “My
White Night” and shares a dream
nicely with Amaryllis (Jessica King)
in, “Good Night My Someone.”

A group of gossiping women,
the “Pick-a-Little” women, cluck
and peck like chickens as they
criticize the spinster librarian.
The leader of the pack of women
is the mayor’s wife, Eulalie
Mackecknie Shinn (Judi
Laganga), who brings down the
house with her over-the-top an-
tics, rubber-like facial contortions
and vocal gymnastics. Eulalie’s
other half, Mayor Shinn (played
by the talented Hank Barre) dis-
plays pomposity while spouting
mixed metaphors.

The Professor takes four mor-
tal enemies from the school board
and whips them into a tidy little
band of brothers as an unlikely
quartet (Andrew King, Mark
Douches, Michael Dooley and Rick
Brown). They are quite snappy in

their red and white vests, white
pants and red blazers. Their best
number is “Good Night Ladies” in
counterpoint with the “Pick-A-
Little Ladies” (Joanne
Geschickter, Patricia P. Pineda,
Becky Randazzo, and Anita M.
Esteve with Ms. Laganga). Mr.
Aiello’s Harold Hill brings cha-
risma, charm and devilry mixed
together to make the audience
root for the charlatan turned good
guy by love.

The role of Marian’s little
brother, the lisping Winthrop,
(Jacob Lesser) needs a clear boy
soprano voice to sell “Gary, Indi-
ana.” Jacob nails it.

Mary Webb, choreographer and
co-director with her husband Ken,
has the large cast moving with
ease. The “Marian the Librarian”
number is especially efficient with
teenagers dancing and shuffling
books while Harold Hill dances,
wooing Marian.

Special recognition goes to the
lighting designer (Jack Frey) and
coordinator (John Duryee) who
manage to spotlight every actor.
Designers Gailmarie Sprague and
Joanne Sprague provide profes-
sional grade costumes that shout
1912. The sets by Marc Chan-
dler, especially the Paroo parlor
and porch, are impressive.

With a trumpet, trombone and
reed section that are particularly
outstanding, the orchestra brings
to life songs that make the audi-
ence tap their collective toes and
want to sing along.

If art imitates life, there was
plenty of imitation going on at
the playhouse last weekend when
beaming parents, grandparents
and assorted other family mem-
bers in the audience – just like
the actors onstage watching their
fictitious (and sometimes real)
children —applaud and cheer
their loved ones on the CDC stage.

GARWOOD – In addition to
clean, empty dairy tubs and lids
from yogurt, butter, cream
cheese and other such products,
the following items may be
dropped off at the Garwood Pub-
lic Library for recycling with
Terracycle: Any brand of empty
inkjet cartridges, any brand of
plastic diaper packages, such as
Huggies, and the plastic packag-
ing of personal wipes, such as
Cottonelle or other brands.

Individuals are asked not to
place these items in the outdoor
book drop; they must be brought
inside the library and placed in
the special recycle boxes.

Terracycle (terracycle.net) is
an earth-friendly, “green” com-
pany which started out in
Princeton that originally recycled
earthworm waste into a natural
plant food that was sold in re-

cycled, used soda bottles avail-
able at some large home centers
and discount retail stores.

It has expanded its outreach to
organizations nationwide to help
clean up the environment. At the
present time, there are more
than 6,476,930 people and or-
ganizations collecting over one
billion units of waste that are
reused and recycled into new
products such as backpacks,
messenger bags, pencil cases,
flower pots, shower curtains and
toy kites, among other items.

There are collection boxes at
the Garwood Public Library, lo-
cated at 411 Third Avenue at the
corner of Walnut Street, where
individuals may drop off plastic
package wrappers, used inkjet
cartridges and/or clean, empty
dairy containers. When the boxes
are full, the library will send them

Library Welcomes Items
For Terracycle Program

to Terracycle, at no cost to the
library, and start all over again.

Library hours are Monday
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8
p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
For further information, call the
library at (908) 789-1670.


