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PAST RESIDENT…Captain George
Hammar, pictured above, served in an
infantry regiment during the Civil War.
He lived in Cranford on South Avenue,
near the location of present-day
Cranford Crossing.

Historical Society to Honor
Cranford’s Civil War Vets

CRANFORD – During this year’s
Memorial Day observance on
Monday, May 27, the Cranford
Historical Society will honor the
township’s Civil War veterans by
dedicating a new monument in
Memorial Park. The dedication
will help commemorate the 150th
anniversary of the American Civil
War, which began in 2011 and
runs until 2015.

On October 27, 2009, the Town-
ship of Cranford adopted a reso-
lution designating the Cranford
Historical Society as the lead or-
ganization for the commemora-
tion. The Society has been spon-
soring programs throughout the
war’s anniversary to broaden
public awareness of the transfor-
mative events leading to the con-
clusion of that great struggle.

It is the Society’s hope and
intention that this new memorial
stone will stand as a reminder to
present and future generations
of the contributions and sacri-
fices made by Cranford’s prior
residents.

Many of the township’s resi-
dents took part in major battles
during the Civil War. Some even
had direct connections with Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln, including
two who were reported to be
present at Ford’s Theatre the
night the President was fatally
shot. Another helped foil the first
assassination plot against Presi-
dent-elect Lincoln as he made
his way to his first inauguration
in Washington.

Steven D. Glazer, chairperson
of the Civil War Sesquicentennial
Committee of the Cranford His-
torical Society, has for the past
decade studied and written about
Cranford and the Civil War. He is
the author of “Discover Your
Community’s Civil War Heritage,”
in addition to being a contributor
to “New Jersey Goes to War” and
“New Jersey’s Civil War Odys-
sey,” official publications of the
New Jersey Civil War Heritage
Association’s Sesquicentennial
Committee.

The Civil War monument’s in-
stallation and accompanying
dedication pamphlet will mark
the culmination of more than
10 years of research and
fundraising by the Cranford His-
torical Society’s Civil War Ses-
quicentennial Committee, and
was supported by a Union
County History Grant from the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

For more information, con-
tact the Historical Society’s of-
fice at (908) 276-0082 or
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net,
or  v is i t  i ts  webs i te,
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.
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GARWOOD — The Garwood
Board of Education convened for
its monthly meeting Tuesday night
and addressed the district’s per-
formance in both anti-bullying
programs and academic achieve-
ment.

Lincoln School Principal Mary
Emmons presented Lincoln
School’s status in regard to Ha-
rassment, Intimidation and Bul-
lying (HIB). In response to the
Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights Act,
which was implemented Septem-
ber 2012, the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education created a self-
assessment rubric this year. Mrs.
Emmons, Anti-Bullying Specialist
Theresa Parkhill and two Garwood
parents comprised the School
Safety Team, which conducted
the self-assessment.

The self-assessment provides
various criteria for schools in ad-
dressing HIB concerns. The grad-
ing scale is 0-3, equating to “Does
Not Meet the Requirements, Par-
tially Meets the Requirements,
Meets All Requirements and Ex-
ceeds the Requirements,” accord-
ing to the rubric.

The total possible score is 75
points, which would mean a school
exceeded the requirements in
each category. Garwood Borough
received 63 points.

Mrs. Emmons said the area that
needs the most improvement is
involvement from the community.

“We need more parental involve-
ment, basically,” Mrs. Emmons
said. “That’s what we’re going to
be working on next year.”

In order to reach out to parents,
Mrs. Emmons plans to utilize the
School Climate Survey, which will
indicate the district’s weaknesses,
give a presentation at a Parent
Teacher Association meeting and
create a focus group.

Mrs. Quigley later added, “I do
believe we have to help parents
understand the rules and regula-

tions of the bullying law.”
Mrs. Emmons also stressed that

the school’s student conduct code
must be taken into consideration
in addition to the Anti-Bullying
Bill of Rights Act.

Mrs. Emmons said, “Even though
something may not be consid-
ered bullying does not mean it
doesn’t get addressed as a viola-
tion of our student conduct code.”

After reporting that there were
three incidents of bullying this
month, none of which were
deemed HIB, Mrs. Quigley said,
“The bottom line is we’re always
trying to do the right thing in
regard to this new law and how
students behave.”

In the Superintendent’s Report,
Mrs. Quigley encouraged the pub-
lic to read an article recently pub-
lished in The Star-Ledger that
attempts to explain how the state
has changed school performance
reports, which she called “very
interesting.”

Mrs. Quigley raised concerns
about the increased amount of
information included in the up-
dated school performance reports.

Mrs. Quigley said, “It is impor-
tant to have data and data is very
helpful, but I don’t know if this
helps us personally.”

Further, Mrs. Quigley lamented
the state’s process in choosing
Garwood’s peer schools.

“When it first came out and it
said we would be compared to
schools like us, I foolishly made
the assumption that we would be
compared to small schools like us
that are K-8, but that’s not how
they did it,” Mrs. Quigley said.

According to the report, peer
schools “are schools that have
similar grade levels and students
with similar demographic charac-
teristics, such as the percentage
of students qualifying for Free/
Reduced Lunch, Limited English
Proficiency programs or Special
Education programs.”

However, Mrs. Quigley said she
is “fully on board” with the new

model’s emphasis on improve-
ment.

“We are always improving,” Mrs.
Quigley said. “And with new
teacher evaluations and next year
with new principal evaluations,
it’s all about getting better and
that’s one of our goals.”

During the public portion of the
meeting, resident Bill Worobetz
of Third Avenue said he was dis-
satisfied with the school perfor-
mance report’s results and
pressed the board to address
Garwood’s “significantly lagging
performance.”

According to the report from the
state Department of Education,
in the area of Academic Achieve-
ment, Garwood ranked in the 16th
percentile compared to its peers
and in the 45th percentile when
compared to the state.

“Some grades’ performances
are going down,” Mr. Worobetz
said. “I’m concerned about my
child’s education, but also my
property taxes.”

Mr. Worobetz said, “As a parent
and as a resident, there’s no dif-
ference between my house and
the house 1,500 feet down the
block that’s in Westfield, except
that it costs twice as much to live
there.”

Westfield ranked in the 79th
percentile compared to its peers
and in the 95th percentile when
compared to the state in the area
of Academic Achievement, ac-
cording to the report.

Mr. Worobetz said the change in
teachers this year has made a
dramatic improvement. Mrs.
Quigley added that Garwood has
made additional changes in order
to enhance the educational stan-
dard and that the new evaluation
system will further address the
school’s performance.

However, Mr. Worobetz said a
problem is that the board has not
devised practical goals for im-
provement.

“[The goals] were along the lines
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