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Penalties played a partial role,
but accurate passing on the part
of the Hilltoppers’ offense also
helped determine the outcome
of the top-seeded Summit High
School boys lacrosse team’s 9-5
victory over the second-seeded
Westfield Blue Devils in the Union
County Tournament champion-
ship game at A.L. Johnson High
School in Clark on May 14.

The tenacity of both teams’
defenses and, especially, the
performances of Blue Devil goalie
Garrett Williamson and Hilltopper
goalie Scott Caputo stood up well
against both teams’ very potent
offenses.

Williamson, who made 10
saves, said, “There were two re-
ally great teams playing today.
Both teams have fantastic de-

fenses. Summit’s always played
very, very well offensively, so it
was just a tough game.”

The Blue Devils’ defense was
focusing on sticking closely to
Hilltopper attackers Austin
Carbone and Liam Mennig, while
the Hilltoppers’ defense was put-
ting the pinch on Blue Devil at-
tackers Jack Flaherty and Nick
Arnold.

“Both Arnold and Flaherty and
then Carbone and Mennig are
great players, and as a defense
you have to key on the best.
That’s what they did, and that’s
what we did. They just did it a
little bit better,” Williamson said.

Flaherty finished with three
goals, while Arnold and midfielder
Matt Webb each netted a goal,

and defender Christian Burgdorf
added an assist. Mennig scored

four goals and had two assists,
and Carbone had three goals and

three assists, while attacker Matt
Maier contributed a pair of goals.

On three occasions, Caputo,
who had eight saves, made point-
blank stops on Flaherty’s shots.

“He is a talented player. We are
familiar teams with each other.
They capitalized on their oppor-
tunities and we didn’t. We put
ourselves in a little bit of a hole in
the first half with multiple penal-
ties. That really bit us in the end.
With a team like this, you can’t
do that,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Pat Tuohy said.

Flaherty scored the first goal
just 36 seconds into the game
when he scooped a loose ball in
front of the goal and slid it past
Caputo. With 6:46 left in the first
quarter, Carbone curled right-
to-left in front of the net and
flicked a left-handed shot into
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