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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As it had been at the county
relays, Union Catholic dominated
the Union County boys individual
championship with a total of 145,
and the Blue Devils finished sec-
ond at 79 in the 16-team field at
Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on
May 16-17. Governor Livingston
placed third at 63, followed by
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 44,
Rahway at 43, New Providence at
23 and Cranford at 22.

On May 16, Blue Devils Matt
Luppino at 4:22.13, Phil Edwards
at 4:22.43 and Kevin Smith at

4:25.82 swept the 1,600 meters,
and Raider Joe Dzuback finished
sixth at 4:30.71. Luppino took
the lead from the start and main-
tained it throughout, but Edwards
put on a strong kick down the
stretch and nearly caught him at
the line.

“It’s always nice to win a race,
but we came in here with three
guys, so there was a chance to go
1-2-3. So we went out there. We
finished. It was really an exciting
race for us. We knew we had guys
like Andrew Ghizzone [Union
Catholic], who was seeded num-
ber 1, has one of the best kicks I’ve

ever seen. I had a feeling he would
be coming, so I took that third lap,
kept pushing, fourth lap I couldn’t
let it go,” Luppino explained.

“Last week I got him [Luppino].
This week he was back in action.
I had a PR [personal record] by
two or three seconds. It was a fun
race,” Edwards said.

“We knew we could do it. We
executed our race plan, and it
worked out perfectly. I passed
two guys on the last lap. We
knew we had to go out hard,
because if we made it too slow,
we knew they would be able to
come and get us,” Smith said.

The next day, Edwards really
had his day in the sun when he
crossed first in the 3,200 with a
time of 9:30.22 (PR by more
than 36 seconds). Blue Devil Matt

Russo crossed fourth at 9:52.86,
followed by Raiders Dzuback at
9:54.1 and Alex Livornios at
9:54.9.

Luppino at 1:56.86, Smith at
1:57.02 and Dan Luzzi at 1:57.75
placed 2-3-5 in the 800 meters.
Smith, Luppino, Luzzi and Adam
Lupicki finished second in the
4x400 at 3:25.59.

Raider Quaryee Bull took the
top spot in the triple jump with a
distance of 43-5. Blue Devil Jon
Savorgiannakis placed fifth at 40-
9.5. Bull also took fourth in the
long jump with a leap of 21-3.
Cougar Rob Kessler placed fourth
in the javelin with a toss of 162-
6. Cougar Jake Waleski finished
third in the 400-intermediate
hurdles with a time of 55.75.
Blue Devil Bjorn Charley crossed
third in the 100 meters with a
time of 11.24, followed by Raider
Merlin Edmond at 11.33. Lupicki

at 22.76 and Charley at 23.08
placed 5-6 in the 200, followed
by Cougar Reggie Green at 23.13.

A battle for the top spot in the
pole vault took place between
Blue Devil Peter Fagan and Mike
Closs (New Providence). Both
cleared 15-0 and both just missed
15-6, but Closs got top honors,
because Fagan missed once on
his opening height. Cougar Pat
Lynch placed fourth at 13-0, and
Raider Christian Zoufaly placed
sixth at 12-6.

“We compete a lot together. He
has made a big improvement
since indoor season. I woke up
today, and I was feeling really
good. Today I said, ‘I’m going to
do it!’ It didn’t come together at
the end. I tried my best. You
can’t win them all. I moved back
to a seven-step approach today.
I am normally at a six. It was a

WF’s LUPPINO, EDWARDS, SMITH SWEEP 1600, RAIDERS GARY, CASTORE CAPTURE 1-2 IN SHOT

Blue Devils 2nd, Raiders 4th, at Union County Boys Track
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