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PAST RESIDENT…Captain George
Hammar, pictured above, served in an
infantry regiment during the Civil War.
He lived in Cranford on South Av-
enue, near the location of present-day
Cranford Crossing.

Historical Society to Honor
Cranford’s Civil War Vets

CRANFORD – During this year’s
Memorial Day observance on Mon-
day, May 27, the Cranford Historical
Society will honor the township’s
Civil War veterans by dedicating a
new monument in Memorial Park.
The dedication will help commemo-
rate the 150th anniversary of the
American Civil War, which began in
2011 and runs until 2015.

On October 27, 2009, the Town-
ship of Cranford adopted a resolution
designating the Cranford Historical
Society as the lead organization for
the commemoration. The Society has
been sponsoring programs through-
out the war’s anniversary to broaden
public awareness of the transforma-
tive events leading to the conclusion

of that great struggle.
It is the Society’s hope and inten-

tion that this new memorial stone will
stand as a reminder to present and
future generations of the contribu-
tions and sacrifices made by
Cranford’s prior residents.

Many of the township’s residents
took part in major battles during the
Civil War. Some even had direct con-
nections with President Abraham Lin-
coln, including two who were re-
ported to be present at Ford’s Theatre
the night the President was fatally
shot. Another helped foil the first
assassination plot against President-
elect Lincoln as he made his way to
his first inauguration in Washington.

Steven D. Glazer, chairperson of the
Civil War Sesquicentennial Commit-
tee of the Cranford Historical Society,
has for the past decade studied and
written about Cranford and the Civil
War. He is the author of “Discover Your
Community’s Civil War Heritage,” in
addition to being a contributor to “New
Jersey Goes to War” and “New Jersey’s
Civil War Odyssey,” official publica-
tions of the New Jersey Civil War Heri-
tage Association’s Sesquicentennial
Committee.

The Civil War monument’s instal-
lation and accompanying dedication
pamphlet will mark the culmination
of more than 10 years of research
and fundraising by the Cranford His-
torical Society’s Civil War Sesqui-
centennial Committee, and was sup-
ported by a Union County History
Grant from the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

For more information, contact the
Historical Society’s office at (908)
276-0082 or
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net,
or visit  i ts website,
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

– Obituaries –

Sisterhood Sets Date
For Donor Dinner

CRANFORD – The Sisterhood of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim has
announced that its annual Donor Din-
ner Celebration will be held on
Wednesday, June 5, at 6:30 p.m. at
the temple, located at 338 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford.

Chairing this event will be Joan
Finkelstein, Alice Goldfarb, Dorothy
Steinbach and Lois Waldman. Joan
Finkelstein, Alice Goldfarb and Lois
Waldman will be accepting reserva-
tions. Dorothy Steinbach is Donor
Bookkeeper.

The focus at this event will be
“Elvis in Hawaii,” featuring songs
from the movie Blue Hawaii. Deco-
rations, food and music at the event
all will have a Hawaiian theme.

Paul Daniels, a well-respected Elvis
tribute artist, will provide entertain-
ment. Mr. Daniels is known for recre-
ating the voice and gestures of Elvis
Presley. He has been a winner and
finalist in many Elvis competitions
throughout the United States and
Canada.

The Donor Dinner is a thank you to
the Sisterhood members for their
strong financial support of the temple,
its religious school, Youth Commis-
sion, Kadmina and United Synagogue
Youth Groups.

Jessica Hoff is president of the
Sisterhood. For more information,
call the temple at (908) 276-9231.

Registration Is Open
For Opera Series

WESTFIELD – The Friends of
the Westfield Memorial Library has
announced that registration is open
for its Wednesday evening subscrip-
tion series to the Metropolitan Op-
era at Lincoln Center in New York
for 2013-2014.

For less than $60 per evening, par-
ticipants can enjoy a night at the Met,
including door-to-door transportation.
Transportation is by charter bus from
Westfield to Lincoln Center. Registra-
tion is still open for new participants.

The upcoming 2013-2014 season
will feature seven evening perfor-
mances, starting with Eugene Onegin
(Tchaikovsky) in October and end-
ing with Arabella (Strauss) in April.

The bus usually leaves at 5 p.m.
from Westfield. The opera group
maintains a “Standby List” of people
who have expressed an interest in
buying tickets for individual operas.
Anyone interested in participating as
a subscriber or a standby and who
would like more information is asked
to contact Ulf Dolling at (908) 654-
5737 or uhdoll@aol.com.

A NIGHT AT THE OPERA…Members of the Friends of the Westfield Memorial
Library Opera Group enjoy an evening at the Met. The Friends have announced
that registration is still available for its Wednesday evening subscription series to
the Metropolitan Opera at Lincoln Center for the 2013-2014 season.

CAN YOU GUESS WHODUNIT?… As part of their Bar Mitzvah project,
Temple Sholom Religious School students Nathan Shectman and Noah Sokolsky
wrote an original murder mystery to raise money for the American Cancer
Society. The cast of When Pigs Die stars, pictured from left to right, Nathan
Shectman, 11, Noah Sokolsky, 12, Zachary Shectman, 13, Joshua Sokolsky, 9,
and Grace Ahlin, 12. Not pictured is Hannah Pritzker, 12.

Students’ Whodunit to Aid
American Cancer Society

FANWOOD – Two Religious
School students from Temple
Sholom of Scotch Plains/Fanwood
have written and produced an origi-
nal theatrical production – When
Pigs Die, a whodunit murder mys-
tery – to raise money for the Ameri-
can Cancer Society and fulfill their
community service project require-
ments for their upcoming Bar
Mitzvahs.

Budding thespians and best
friends Noah Sokolsky, 12, of
Fanwood and Nathan Shectman, 11,
of Cranford decided to collaborate
on their Bar Mitzvah project to make
it more rewarding, memorable and
fun, while at the same time giving
something back to the community.

For the tzedakah (charity) por-
tion of the project, the duo decided
to sell tickets and collect donations
to benefit the American Cancer
Society. So far, they have raised
more than $2,600 and have sold
more than 70 tickets.

The plot of When Pigs Die cen-
ters around five associates at a
celebratory dinner for the unex-
pected global success of their criti-
cally acclaimed independent film,
When Pigs Fly. But before the food
is even ordered, one among the
group mysteriously dies. Audience
members, as witnesses, must un-
ravel the complicated relationships
and sort through the details to help
the detective crack the case.

In addition to Noah and Nathan,
the cast includes Joshua Sokolsky,
9, and Grace Ahlin, 12, of Fanwood;

Hannah Pritzker, 12, of Scotch
Plains and Zachary Shectman, 13,
of Cranford. The script was co-
written by Noah, Lainie and Eric
Sokolsky. Lainie Sokolsky and Su-
san Saunders are directing the pro-
duction.

Multiple community businesses
have sponsored the production by
donating prizes or materials, includ-
ing Rita’s Italian Ice of Plainfield,
Double Dipper Café of Fanwood,
Mara’s Café and Bakery of Fanwood,
Dairy Queen of Plainfield and A&B
Party Supplies of Plainfield.

Performances are scheduled for
Saturday, June 1, at 7 p.m. and
Sunday, June 2, at 3 p.m. at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, lo-
cated at 74 South Martine Avenue,
Fanwood. The entrance is on Marian
Avenue. A donation of $12 per ticket
is requested, but additional dona-
tions are welcome. Seating is lim-
ited and available on a first-come,
first-served basis. No tickets will
be sold at the door unless arranged
for in advance.

To make a credit card donation via
the secure American Cancer Society/
When Pigs Die event website, visit
main.acsevents.org/goto/whenpigsdie.
To donate by cash or check, or for more
information, e-mail
whenpigsdiemystery@gmail.com.
Donors will receive a confirmation e-
mail requesting the desired performance
date and number of tickets.

Light refreshments will be served,
and prizes will be awarded to the
first table that cracks the case.

Barbara Mullin to Take
Helm as GCNJ President

Barbara Mullin

WESTFIELD – Barbara Mullin, a
member of the Rake and Hoe Garden
Club of Westfield, will be installed as
president of the Garden Club of New
Jersey (GCNJ) at its annual meeting
on Thursday, June 6, at the
Bridgewater Marriott. Ms. Mullin has
held multiple positions in the GCNJ
over the years, and currently is first
vice-president.

Retired from a career in banking,
she is active in her church, where she
serves on the board. She has been a
teacher at Learning for Life in
Plainfield for many years, giving of
her talents as an award-winning flo-
ral designer. Ms. Mullin also has pre-
sented floral arrangement seminars
and workshops to many of the New
Jersey garden clubs, bringing plants
from her own garden as gifts.

Her designs have been featured at
the New Jersey State Flower Show.

This year, she was a “dueling designer;”
her creations being sold to benefit the
victims of Superstorm Sandy. At last
year’s Rake and Hoe flower show, La
Fleur Couture, she swept both top
awards in design and horticulture.

Ms. Mullin has presented many
workshops on plant division and
propagation. She also serves as a
state flower show judge. As a mem-
ber of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club
for more than 14 years, she has con-
tributed as historian, treasurer, secre-
tary and friend.

Frederick I. Miller, 93, WW II Veteran;
Was Grace Orthodox Church Member
Frederick Isaiah Miller, 93, of Vol-

ant, Pa. passed away on Saturday,
May 18, 2013, at Jameson Care Cen-
ter, Neshannock Town-
ship, Lawrence County, Pa.

Mr. Miller was born in
Elizabeth, N.J. on Janu-
ary 31, 1920 to Adam
Jacob and Eleanor Eliza-
beth Probasco Miller. He
married Harriet Barbara
Becker on September 25,
1948.

Mr. Miller was retired
from Anchor Motor
Freight in Linden, N.J.
and served in the U.S.
Army Air Corps during
World War II. He was a former mem-
ber of the Grace Orthodox Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield, N.J. and
currently was a member of the
Nashua Orthodox Presbyterian
Church in Pulaski Township,
Lawrence County, Pa.

He is survived by his wife; two
sons, Reverend Steven Frederick
Miller of Volant, Pa. and David Gre-
gory Miller of Chattanooga, Tenn.;

one brother, John Arthur Miller of
Westfield, N.J.; eight grandchildren
and 12 great-grandchildren. He was

preceded in death by a
daughter, Gail Karen
Heckman; one brother,
George Adam Miller, and
two sisters, Alice Rae
Ericksen and Elizabeth
Eleanor Haller.

Funeral services for
Mr. Miller will be held
today, Thursday, May 23,
2013, at 11 a.m. at the
Smith Funeral Home,
310 W. Neshannock Av-
enue, New Wilmington,
Pa., with the Reverend

Steven Frederick Miller and Rever-
end Everett DeVelde officiating. In-
terment will be at Fair Oaks Cem-
etery, New Wilmington, Pa. Friends
were received at the Smith Funeral
Home on Wednesday, May 22, 2013,
from 4 to 7 p.m. Memorials may be
made to the Nashua Presbyterian
Church, 6893 State Route 551,
Edinburg, Pa. 16116.

May 23, 2013
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Library Posts Two Events
On Gardening Topics

SCOTCH PLAINS – Wanda
Knapik, president and founder of
My Local Garden, will speak at the
Scotch Plains Public Library on
Thursday, May 30, at 7 p.m. about
organic gardening. She will bring
seeds, seedlings and practical ad-
vice on how to get the most out of
a garden during all four seasons.

Ms. Knapik’s program will be
entitled “Grow Organic Tomatoes
and Herbs in Your Backyard.” At-
tendees will learn about the toma-
toes that grow well in New Jersey,
from heirlooms to red and golden
varieties. She also will talk about
how to keep pests at bay, attract
beneficial insects and avoid harsh
chemicals. Additionally, she will
explain which flowers and herbs
can protect tomatoes from preda-
tors.

Her second program, on Thurs-
day, June 27, at 7 p.m., will be
called “Principles and Practice of
Growing Food Organically.” She
will speak about ways to connect
with nature and regenerate a back-

yard by planting organic veg-
etables, herbs, fruits, nuts and ber-
ries.

Attendees will learn how to read
their landscape to find the optimal
microclimates for growing food,
with advice on what to plant in the
spring, summer and fall. Ms.
Knapik also will share “creative
critter-proofing solutions.”

A certified permaculture de-
signer and educator, organic veg-
etable gardener and sustainability
consultant, Ms. Knapik has worked
on organic and biodynamic farms
and in gardens in the United States
and Europe.

These programs are free and
open to all. Interested persons are
encouraged to register through the
library’s website, scotlib.org; call-
ing (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204,  or  via e-mail  at
library@scotlib.org. The Scotch
Plains Public Library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue, one block
from Park Avenue, in the center of
the township.

Aaria Hunton, 89, Involved In Church;
Enjoyed Family, Friends, Activities

Aaria Dower Hunton, 89, passed
away on Friday, May 17, 2013, at
home in Westfield, N.J., where she
lived for the past 47 years.

Born on August 5,
1923 in Athol, Mass.,
Aaria lived in Boston and
New Orleans before
moving to Westfield. In
New Orleans she worked
as choir director and or-
ganist at the Parkway
Presbyterian Church.

A longtime member of
The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, Aaria served
as elder, substitute organ-
ist and member of the Chancel Choir
and Handbell Ringers.

In addition to her musical inter-
ests, she enjoyed tennis, gardening,
traveling, community volunteering
and entertaining family and friends.

Aaria was the wife of the late John

H. Hunton, Jr., and is survived by her
sister, Lucille Sullivan; three chil-
dren, Gail and her husband, Wes,

Andrew and his wife, Anne,
and Elizabeth and her hus-
band, Brian; six grandchil-
dren and many nieces and
nephews.

A memorial service and
life celebration will be held
on Sunday, June 2, at 3 p.m.
at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, 140 Mountain
Avenue.

Memorial donations to two
of Aaria’s charities can be
made to The Friends of the

Westfield Memorial Library and The
Community FoodBank of New Jersey.

Arrangements are by the Gray Fu-
neral Home in Westfield. For online
condolences, go to
grayfuneralhomes.com.
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Willow Grove to Conduct
Rummage Sale June 1

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will host
a rummage sale on Saturday, June 1,
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., with early bird
admission for $5 at 8 a.m. It will be
held inside the church and on the
lawn at 1961 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains (across from the south-side
soccer field), rain or shine.

Featured will be household items,
furniture, children’s toys, sporting
goods, seasonal items and electron-
ics, among other merchandise. There
also will be a box of free items and a
bake sale.

Proceeds from the rummage sale
and the bake sale will support Wil-
low Grove’s youth group summer
mission trip to the Broad Street Min-
istry in Philadelphia and ongoing

Willow Grove Church ministries
with homeless families. The Broad
Street Ministry helps combat
homelessness in urban Philadelphia,
and Willow Grove Church helps lo-
cal families who struggle with
homelessness.

Willow Grove Church is continu-
ing to collect donations for its rum-
mage sale. Anyone with donations in
good working order may drop off
items on Sundays from 10 a.m. to
noon on the downstairs level of the
church. No clothing or books are
being accepted at this time.

Ample parking is available on-site
and all facilities are handicap-acces-
sible. The sale will be cash only. For
more information, call (908) 232-
5678 or visit willowgrovechurch.org.
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By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir. Youth & Family Counseling Service

Divorce Should Not Shatter
Child’s Sense of Security

WESTFIELD – In recent sessions
with several families, I have been
trying to help parents and children
torn by divorce to manage their
lives in a more loving and produc-
tive way.

The process of divorce is a chal-
lenging life adjustment. Unfortu-
nately, it is the children who most
often feel a variety of conflicting
emotions that require extra under-
standing and support.

I have experienced numerous ses-
sions with children who were feel-
ing angry, sad, worried, confused,
guilty, embarrassed, lonely and anx-
ious. Many of these feelings are
very difficult for children to iden-
tify or express.

Sharing in a session statements
like, “I don’t want to visit my dad”
or “she’s not my mother” are op-
portunities to open communication
about such feelings. Helping chil-
dren express these emotions in a
positive way will help them to ad-
just to this major transition in their
lives in a healthy way.

Teens, often rebellious and strug-
gling with many emotions, natu-
rally may find ways to “cope” that
are dangerous and unhealthy such
as drinking alcohol, using drugs or
self-harming. To help our children
and teens, we should adhere to some
very specific guidelines:

Communication must be open –
no discussion should be “off lim-
its.” Let them speak, yell and rant.
They need to.

Parents must be adults. Do not

speak negatively about your ex. This
practice breeds further confusion,
insecurity and damages all relation-
ships involved.

Deal with your own anger, grief
and other emotions, with a profes-
sional, if necessary.

Parents should create two com-
fortable and safe homes. This is the
adult’s responsibility.

Do not put your children in the
middle – it will not benefit anyone.
You must be able to communicate
with your “ex” effectively and di-
rectly. You are modeling for your
children.

These are just a few suggestions.
Many strategies are available to help
your entire family adjust to the dif-
ficult and challenging transition of
divorce. It’s most important as par-
ents to realize that children do not
divorce their parents. Most chil-
dren cling to the fantasy that their
parents will one day reunite.

“All parents damage their chil-
dren. It cannot be helped. Youth,
like pristine glass, absorbs the prints
of its handlers. Some parents
smudge, others crack, a few shatter
childhoods completely into jagged
little pieces, beyond repair. Handle
your children with care.” – Mitch
Albom, “The Five People You Meet
in Heaven.”

* * *
Carol M. Pedro is a licensed

therapist at Youth and Family Coun-
seling Service, 233 Prospect Street,
Westfield, N.J.; (908) 233-2042.
Website: yfcsnj.org.


