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Memorial Day Parade Set
This Monday In Westfield

WESTFIELD – The annual
Westfield Memorial Day Parade will
take place on Monday, May 27. Open-
ing ceremonies will begin at 9 a.m. at
the World War I Monument Circle at
the North Avenue and East Broad
Street Plaza. Participants are asked to
be in the Lord & Taylor West parking
lot by 8 a.m., where line-of-march
positions will be assigned.

Peter Hogaboom, Master of Cer-
emonies and current adjutant for Mar-
tin Wallberg American Legion Post
No. 3, will offer opening remarks. Bob
D’Arecca, chaplain for Post No. 3, will
give the opening prayer and benedic-
tion. Jim Kane, current commander;
Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich,
this year’s parade grand marshal, and
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky also
will speak. Kerry Stubbs will sing his a
cappella rendition of “God Bless
America.” Members of the Westfield
High School Marching Band, headed
by Chris Vitali, will perform “The Star
Spangled Banner.”

The American Legion, American
Legion Auxiliary and the Sons of the
American Legion will sponsor
wreaths. Lieutenant Colonel William
Morris and Colonel (retired) Dennis
Dougherty will present wreaths on
behalf of the Troopers of the 1st Squad-
ron, 102nd Calvary Regiment and the
members of the 117th Calvary Asso-
ciation. Salon Visage of Westfield and
the Westfield Lions Club also are spon-
soring wreaths. The Lions Club will
celebrate its 90th anniversary of ser-
vice to the Westfield community.

During opening ceremonies,
Clayton Beyert and Dale Beyert will
perform an “Echo Taps” ensemble.
Clay is a Westfield High School se-
nior and member of the Jazz Band
and Wind Ensemble. Dale is an eighth
grader at Edison Intermediate School
and part of its Concert and Jazz Band.

There will be a series of bell tolls
from the bell tower in the First United
Methodist Church, located across
from the Monument Circle. Jack
Panosh, Westfield Bell Master and
curator for the town clock in the
tower, will coordinate the bells tolls.

Accompanying the grand marshal
will be an honor guard from the Union
County Sheriff’s Department. Also
representing the department will be
Sergeant Trevor Clark, playing the
bagpipes along the parade route.

After opening ceremonies, the pa-
rade will proceed up East Broad Street
to Fairview Cemetery, where the
American Legion will hold closing
ceremonies. The Westfield High
School Band and Echo Taps ensemble

will participate in this ceremony.
This year, Jessica Blessing from Girl

Scout Troop No. 40459 at Franklin
Elementary School will be the parade
coordinator. Ms. Blessing is the
Westfield Girl Scout Service Unit Man-
ager. Her daughter, Olivia, and son,
Charlie, both attend Franklin School.

This year’s line of march will be
led by the grand marshal, members
of the New Jersey National Guard
HHT 1-102nd Calvary Squadron,
50th IBCT, followed by veterans’
organizations, American Legion Aux-
iliary, Sons of the American Legion,
Mayor Skibitsky and the town coun-
cil, board of education, police, fire
and public works personnel and vari-
ous civic and youth organizations.

The Westfield High School March-
ing Band and the Westfield Commu-
nity Band will provide music. The
Community Band, which is celebrat-
ing its 101st anniversary season, will
offer traditional patriotic melodies
including official songs of the United
States Armed Forces.

Martin Wallberg American Legion
Post No. 3 and the Town of Westfield
are the parade sponsors.

The Parade Committee thanks the
management of Westfield’s Lord &
Taylor for allowing use of its parking
lot, and acknowledges its community
spirit by opening the store one hour
later in observance of Memorial Day.

In the event of poor or question-
able weather on Monday, call (908)
233-2767 for a recorded message.

If any family member wishes to
have mentioned the name, service
affiliation and conflict fought in, of
any veteran who has passed away
during the last year, call Stan Cuba at
(908) 233-2767 and these veterans’
memory will be honored during the
opening ceremonies.

SP-F Parade Committee
Reveals Grand Marshals

SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD
– The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Me-
morial Day Parade Committee has
announced the names of the grand
marshals for this year’s Memorial
Day Parade, which will be held on
Monday, May 27. All are U.S. Ma-
rine Corps veterans now serving as
officers in the Scotch Plains Police
Department. Participants are asked
to assemble by 9:45 a.m.

Officer Brad Belford served in
the Marines from August 2002 to
August 2008, honorably dis-
charged with the rank of E-4/Cor-
poral; deployed in Iraq April 2003
to October 2003 and February 2005
to September 2005. While in Iraq,
he served as motor vehicle opera-
tor and logistics systems vehicle
operator. Mr. Belford grew up in
Fanwood, graduated from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) in 2002 and currently
lives in Scotch Plains.

Officer David Belford has served
in the Marines since August 2007,
currently holding the rank of E-4/
Corporal; deployed in Iraq from
August 2008 to April 2009. While
in Iraq, he served as motor trans-
port operator. Mr. Belford grew up
in Fanwood and currently lives in
Scotch Plains.

Officer David Lavery served in
the Marines from May 2002 to
May 2008, honorably discharged
with the rank of sergeant; deployed

in Iraq from January 2003 to Au-
gust 2003. While in Iraq, he served
with the Maintenance Platoon at-
tached to 1st FSSG in Camp
Pendleton, Calif. Mr. Lavery grew
up in Scotch Plains, graduated from
SPFHS in 2000 and currently re-
sides in Clark.

Officer Christian Ostrowski served
in the Marines from August 2000 to
August 2004; honorably discharged
with the rank of E-4/Corporal; de-
ployed in Iraq from January 2003 to
July 2003 with the 2nd Light Ar-
mored Reconnaissance Battalion as
Field Radar Operator; earned recog-
nition with the Navy Achievement
Medal with Combat Valor, Combat
Action Ribbon, Presidential Unit Ci-
tation and an award from the police
Knights of Columbus. Mr. Ostrowski
grew up in Scotch Plains, graduated
from SPFHS in 2000 and now re-
sides in Union.

“We are pleased to have four of
our finest pay tribute to all service
men and women who sacrificed
their lives while serving our coun-
try,” noted Scotch Plains Police
Chief Brian Mahoney. “The recent
tragedy in Boston serves as a re-
minder of the valor of our first
responders, those who serve at
home as well as in our military.”

Additionally, a concert will be held
on Sunday, May 26, from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. on the north-side lawn of
the Fanwood train station.

MEMORIES OF GREGG…The Gregg F. Clyne Memorial Foundation and
guests enjoyed an evening of food, bowling and reminiscing at the third “Spirit
of Gregg” bowling event held April 30 at the Garwood Lanes. This event honors
Gregg F. Clyne, a Westfield resident who passed away in August 2006 at age 27
after a four-year battle with cancer. The Foundation established in his memory
provides financial support to students attending his alma mater, the University
of Delaware. Pictured, from left to right, are: Pat Walsh, George Clyne, Mary
Friedman and Mary Ann Clyne, in front of a photo of Gregg F. Clyne.

Gregg F. Clyne Foundation
Holds Bowling Event

WESTFIELD – The Gregg F.
Clyne Memorial Foundation held
its third “Spirit of Gregg” bowling
event the evening of April 30 at the
Garwood Lanes in Garwood. A
Westfield resident, Mr. Clyne
passed away in August 2006 at the
age of 27 after battling cancer for
four years.

The event is not intended to be a
fundraiser for the Foundation. Its
purpose is to bring together family
and friends for a night of fun,
laughter and fond recollections of
Mr. Clyne. Fifty-seven guests wore
matching green T-shirts, with the
words “Spirit of Gregg” on the
back and the Foundation logo on
the front. Of those 57 who attended,
there were 48 bowlers, who com-
peted for high game.

Guests also enjoyed sandwiches,
wraps and chicken fingers from
Hershey’s Deli in Westfield.

The Gregg F. Clyne Memorial
Foundation Inc., a non-profit orga-
nization, was established in 2008 to
give financial support to qualifying
local high-school students who plan
to attend the University of Dela-
ware – Mr. Clyne’s alma mater.

At present the Foundation is
searching for its 2013 scholarship
award recipient. Eight awards have
been granted since its inception.
The next Gregg F. Clyne Memorial

Foundation fundraiser event will
be held at the Gran Centurions in
Clark on Saturday, March 22, 2014.

For more information regarding
the Foundation, visit Mr. Clyne’s
website, greggclynefoundation.com,
or e-mail gfcfoundation@gmail.com.

AARP Chapter Plans
Year-End Luncheon

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
AARP Chapter No. 4137 will have
its year-end luncheon on Monday,
June 3, beginning at noon at
Giovanna’s Restaurant on South Av-
enue in Plainfield. Those who missed
the chapter’s May meeting and did
not make a reservation for the lun-
cheon are asked to do so by calling
Chris Weiss at (908) 322-6198.

The cost is $30, which includes an
appetizer, salad, entrée choice of fish,
chicken or veal, soft drinks, coffee,
dessert and gratuity. The luncheon
also will include installation of chap-
ter officers for the 2013-2014 year.

Register Now for “Colossal Coaster World”

1340 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains

June 24-28  9 a.m. to Noon

For children who have completed

Kindergarten through 6th Grade

Register online at www.trbc4him.org or call 908-322-7151

Hurry! Space is Limited. Register today for the Ride of Your Life!

It’s Fun! And It’s Free!

Vacation Bible School at Terrill Road Baptist Church


