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Freeholders Carefully Controlled
Meeting to Exclude Public Input

On the evening of May 16th, my eyes
were opened wide to the insidious condi-
tion that has metastasized on Union
County government. A show monthly
meeting open to the public tried to satisfy
the needs for public input but in reality
was carefully controlled to exclude mean-
ingful public input. In order for you to
truly benefit by what will hereafter be
said, first go to the following locations on
your computer:

“www.youtube.com/watch?v=
RnXRTY7poUMandfeature=
player_embedded !”
“www.countywatchers.com/
?p=9350”
Take the time to see how your pocket

is being picked, how your liberty is being
diminished and the unscrupulous con-
trollers of the Freeholder Board and their
suppliers and their advisors and their
contractors live well on your ever-in-
creasing load of taxation. They are gov-
ernment impenetrable by their very setup
of self appointments and unending terms
of authority. How can this be happening
in America, and how can it be happening
in my own backyard? I had heard that
open meetings of the UCF have regularly
smothered citizen input that looked un-
complimentary to them and, unfortu-
nately, last [Thursday] a new high-water
mark was reached where four different
citizens had the microphone pulled out of
their hand and shut off and, in a threaten-
ing manner, told to evacuate the lectern,
sit down or get out of the room before
they would be “processed.”

A young policeman assigned to the
room by the freeholders was not keeping
law and order, but basically, as all Union
County employees towing the line, re-
sponding to the bosses. The scene echoed
of a dying democracy and dictatorship
telling the citizens how and when to
dance. I had, during my allotted few
moments before I was ordered from the
lectern, requested that with every set of
minutes that the Union County Free-
holder Board produces (unedited) that
the Union County Watchdog Committee
reports on freeholder misdoings and per-
haps accomplishments be made part of
those minutes so that the press and inter-
ested parties can get a balanced under-
standing of how they are being served as
taxpayers. My motion was made from the
floor and I appealed for one of the offi-
cials to officially put the motion on the
minutes, which could have easily been
done and seconded, but instead it evoked
laughter from the hierarchy sitting on the
lectern and rolling eyes.

I am most thankful that some progress
via Governor Christie’s office has re-
moved the board-dominated Prosecutor
Romankow and replaced him with a fresh
prosecutor who will hopefully demand
fidelity, honesty, and ethical behavior for
the benefit of the Union County taxpay-
ers. Now you have the story, and after
you take the time to enjoy the video of the
meeting and the moments I was given
before extraction of the lectern, to focus
on attending the next meeting and per-
haps you will again be greeted to the
entertainment of la la land, an excuse
where a freeholder board puts on a show
supposedly for their public responsibil-
ity and then go into executive session to
make sure that anything of substance will
be done behind closed doors. They are
masters of how to schedule items that
could well be discussed with public input
at a public meeting, but relegating them
to their private environment of an execu-
tive session that should be only used for

Letters to the Editor Open Primary System Would
Generate More Voter Interest

In your May 16, 2013 editorial on
voter’s rights, you repeated a dubi-
ous canard that unaffiliated voters
are excluded from Primaries. Since
the abolition in 2004 of the category
of “Independent” voter, all non-par-
tisan voters may vote in Primaries. It
is a simple process of then declaring
a party affiliation.

As to a remedy to raise voter turn-
out, that should be simple but it is not,
clean up the voter rolls of those who
are deceased, moved, double regis-
tered and, more critically, haven’t
voted in a fixed time period (say
seven years). Depending on locale,
the rolls may be inflated by 20 to 30
percent. We make it easy for citizens
to register but not to be de-listed. It

took me two years to have a GOP
voter de-listed after discovering his
residence was now a bank’s parking
lot!

Furthermore, even in the alleged
high turnout election years for Presi-
dent and Governor, there are any-
where from 15 to 20 percent of the
voters who only vote for head of
ticket and then depart the voting booth
(or mail-in ballot).

As for a higher a participation in
the Primaries, I suggest that in Union
County we adopt an open Primary
system. No “official” party line (col-
umn) be given to any candidates and
each elected post be contested indi-
vidually. An even playing field would
generate more voter interest.

Roger Stryeski
Chairman

Roselle Republican Committee

IRS and Justice Dept.;
Lincoln Warned Us

Abraham Lincoln in an address to the
Young Men’s Lyceum of Springfield,
Illinois on January 17,1838 entitled “The
Perpetuation of Our Political Institutions”
spoke about the dangers of slavery in the
United States and warned that slavery
could corrupt the country.

His words have application today as
well but in a different context.

“At what point shall we expect the
approach of danger?...Shall we expect
some transatlantic military giant to step
the Ocean and crush us at a blow? Never!
All the armies of Europe, Asia and Africa
combined with all the treasures of the
earth (our own excluded) in their military
chest; with a Bonaparte for a commander,
could not by force, take a drink from the
Ohio, or make a track on the Blue Ridge,
in a trial of a thousand years.

At what point then is the approach of
danger to be expected? I answer, if it ever
reach us, it must spring up amongst us. It
cannot come from abroad. If destruction
is to be our lot, we must ourselves be its
author and finisher…

I hope I am over wary; but if I am not,
there is, even now, something of ill-
omen, amongst us. I mean the increasing
disregard for the law which pervades the
country….”

He concluded, “Reason, cold, calcu-
lating, unimpassioned reason, must fur-
nish all the materials for our future sup-
port and defense. Let those materials be
molded into general intelligence, sound
morality, and in particular, a reverence
for the constitution and laws.”

Events of recent days with regard to
the IRS targeting political organizations
and the Department of Justice obtaining
telephone records of reporters over a
two-month period make clear the impor-
tance of the words of young Lincoln.

But beyond these events is the decline
in reason and the rise in passion by which
we increasingly govern and are governed.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

sensitive legal matters that could not be
prejudice by being spoken of in public
prematurely.

I thank Governor Christie who has
established himself as a law and order
leader for giving us hope with a new
prosecutor who makes sure that every
freeholder, every foreman, every em-
ployee which in most cases are relatives
of the freeholders, walk a straight and
productive line. You are the modern day
patriot, it is your duty to take positive
action, no matter how small, to protect
your liberty and increase your family’s
and your own quality of life through
better, honest and more productive gov-
ernment. Start today.

Warren Victor
Westfield

Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365

Includes Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains

Includes Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
7th Congressional District

12th Congressional District

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

See more at news
www.goleader.com

ALL STORES
OPEN SUN.

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, N.J. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Thurs., May 22 thru Tues., June 4, 2013. We reserve the 
right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

Discounts
Available On:

(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases
ofWine

Mixed
Cases

ofSpirits

Jack Daniels
Bourbon

4199

ALL
TYPES

LIGHT
OR DARK

REGULAR
OR

FLAVORED

SILVER OR
COCONUT

REGULAR
OR

FLAVORED

REGULAR
OR

FLAVORED

IMPORTED
FROM POLAND

80 PROOF
OR FLAVORS

1.75L

Bacardi
Rum

1999
1.75L

1800
Tequila

2999
1.75L

Absolut
Vodka

2999
1.75L

New Amsterdam
Gin

1999
1.75L

Dewars
Scotch

3199
1.75L

Patron
Silver

3999
750 ML

Burnett’s
Vodka

1599
1.75L

Barefoot
Cellars
ALL TYPES

1099
1.5 L

Liberty
Creek
ALL TYPES

799
1.5 L

Arbor
Mist

ALL TYPES

799
1.5 L

1.5 L

Cavit
All Types

(Excluding Moscato)

1399
1.5 L

Zuccotti
Pinot Grigio or
Montepulciano

899

Carlo Rossi

1499
4 L

Franzia 5 L BOX

Cupcake
All Types (Excluding

Moscato & Prosecco)

999
750 ML

Yellow
Tail

ALL TYPES

1199
1.5 L

Don Simon Sangria

699
1.5 L

Kim Crawford
Sauvignon Blanc

1399

8.4-OZ. CANS

Red Bull 4-Pack 699

750 ML

Bacardi
Classic Cocktails

1999

Brancott
Sauvignon Blanc

999
750 ML

14 Hands ALL 750 ML

Real Sangria

1099
1.5 L

Isla de Rico
•LONG ISLAND ICED TEA

•MOJITO

1699
1.75L

1.75L

Skinny Girl
Cocktails

ALL TYPES

1299
750 ML

Tito’s
Vodka

2999
1.75L

Svedka
Vodka

1999
1.75L

Polski
Vodka

1799
1.75L

Grey Goose
Vodka

2999
750 ML

Fireball

2999
1.75L

Jagermeister

3799
1.75L

Kendall Jackson

•House Wine
Favorites

1599

1299
•World Classics
•Cab.  •Merlot
•Chardonnay 1599

•Hot to Trot
•Red
•White 999 •Cab. •Merlot

•Chardonnay
•Riesling 1099

•Cabernet •Merlot
•Pinot Noir

1199•Chardonnay •Syrah
•Summation

999•Reisling
•Sauvignon Blanc

VINTNER’S RESERVE         ALL 750MLS

ShopRite Liquor Coupon

With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating ShopRite Wines
& Spirits stores listed in this circular. No limit – while supplies

last. No other discounts apply. Effective thru Tues., June 4, 2013.

0
010080

3

ShopRite Liquor Coupon
Toward the Purchase of

Zuccotti
PINOT GRIGIO

OR MONTEPULCIANO

Toward the Purchase of

18-Pack
Beer
IN STOCK

With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating ShopRite Wines
& Spirits stores listed in this circular. No limit – while supplies

last. No other discounts apply. Effective thru Tues., June 4, 2013.

0
010090

0

Beer...

Your
Choice!

We carry the LARGEST
Selection of Imported
and Domestic Beers:
More than anyone
else in New Jersey!

All at our Everyday LOW
DISCOUNTED PRICES!

12-OZ. CANS, ALL TYPES

Milwaukee’s
Best 30-Pack

1699

12-OZ. CANS, ALL TYPES
BUD LIGHT OR

Bud
30-Pack 2199
12-OZ. CANS, ALL TYPES
BUSCH LIGHT OR

Busch
30-Pack 1799

12-OZ. NR BTLS. OR CANS

•Corona 12-Pack
•Heineken         12-Pack
•Sam Adams 1399

REG. OR
LIGHT

LAGER, LIGHT OR
SUMMER ALE

SPECTACULAR

Savings
on SUPER SIZES

CORDIALS

REFRESHING COOLERS

$100
OFF

$200
OFF

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tues., June 4, 2013

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & Spirits Store Open 
Sunday

OKLAHOMA
NEEDS
OUR
PRAYERS,
OUR
HELP


