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Letters to
the Editor

Proper Arrangements, America Is
Proving True To Her Principles

WESTFIELD, 1918 — Fifty years ago in pursu-
ance of orders issued by the then Commander in
Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, the first
observance of Memorial Day was held in Union
County. Many of the men who wore the blue and
marched to honor their comrades who
had gone before them have joined
those comrades in the vast army of
the dead.

Their memory has not been forgot-
ten and the respect of their country-
men has not been lessened as the
years have passed and the ranks of
the men who marched in ’61 have
grown thin. Their deeds will never be
forgotten and their devotion to the
cause of freedom is in this year
brought out in more brilliant light
than ever.

Brighter because their sons and grandsons are
marching and fighting for liberty and democracy
under that same flag and inspired by the same high
motives that predominated in the hearts of their
forefathers. For the second time since the great Civil
War ended, Americans are fighting for the preserva-
tion of liberty and a guarantee of the days the Nation

will honor the rights of humanity; In future men who
are dying in France today with the same love and the
same devotion as they had honored the men who
died under Grant, Sherman, Sheridan and Farragut.

Let the Memorial Day of 1918 be made notable for
it marks the advent of a new genera-
tion of American heroes and it proves
to us that the respect the Nation has
shown men of ’61 has impressed the
younger generation with the fact that
Republics are not ungrateful and are
not negligent of the men who saved
them.

Westfield has made proper ar-
rangements for tomorrow’s exercises
and every individual who takes part
in them must have in his heart the
thought that, once more, America is
proving true to her principles and

true to the ideals of the men who made the Nation.
Too frequently sadness and sorrow have been

made the predominant note of Memorial Day obser-
vance. To die for one’s country is the most glorious
event possible in the heart of the true patriot.

The Westfield Leader
May 29, 1918

Library Budget Cut Seems to Be
A Political Issue for SP Democrats

Thank You Governor Christie for
Vetoing So-Called EMS Redesign Bill

By the time this is published, the Scotch
Plains Council will have voted on the
2013 budget, including cuts of about
$100,000, or more than 7 percent, to the
library while the town’s budget as a whole
will increase by more than $400,000 (a
little more than 2 percent). Though I’m a
Republican, for me this issue isn’t politi-
cal. But it seems to be for Mayor Glover
and council members Gialanella and
Beckerman.

At April’s public Council business
meeting, a standing-room-only crowd
expressed support for the library. Not
one person spoke in favor Mr. Glover’s
plan to slash the library’s budget. Just the
other Saturday (May 11th), the library
held a festival celebrating Latin authors,
music and culture. More than a thousand
people took time out on a Saturday morn-
ing, came downtown and attended the
festival. The decision to ignore the public
outcry and the huge public usage and
support of the library by Scotch Plains
residents is stunning.

We’ve heard from Mayor Glover that
the primary reason the library’s budget
will be cut is that in prior years other
departments were cut and the library was
spared, so now it is the library’s turn to
suffer. That’s no way to set budget priori-
ties for a $24-million budget for a town of
+23,000 residents! This rationale is so
bad that hopefully this isn’t their true
motivation. It seems almost as if certain
Council members have an axe to grind
against the library.

At the early May Council meeting,
Council member Gialanella said that she
did not understand all the numbers float-
ing around about the library. With only
two weeks left before the budget vote,
she suggested that the Council needed to
sit down with the Library Trustees to go
over the numbers. The town budget docu-
ments are, and have been since the Coun-
cil got the budget in early February, quite
clear about the +$100,000 being slashed
from the library. Mr. Glover suggested
last month that $67,000 was “found” as
left over from 2012. As has been ex-
plained and documented by the library

staff, almost all of that money has already
been spent for 2012 bills. Mr. Glover has
also suggested that there may be other
ways to give the library more money
while at the same time not reducing the
budget cut. Who knows what that means,
and so far he’s done nothing to explain
what he’s suggesting. No matter what
smoke screens are used to confuse people,
the cuts are in the budget and nothing has
been done officially to change that. I
hope the Council members really aren’t
so financially naive that they do not un-
derstand that the cuts are real, that much
of what’s been said serves only to con-
fuse the issue or what ‘double counting’
means.

Politics is what’s driving the Demo-
crats. Mr. Glover has publicly boasted
that this year’s tax increase will be the
lowest in 10 years. Keeping tax increases
small is good, but it isn’t the whole story.
The town’s budget is actually going up.
This is because of salary increases for
many of the town’s 168 employees, most
of whom are members of public em-
ployee unions, and because of big in-
creases in the costs incurred by the hiring
of the town’s new set of lawyers, engi-
neers and other professionals, virtually
all of whom are contributors to local,
Assembly and County Democrat cam-
paigns.

In order to be able to boast about a
small tax increase and at the same time to
increase salaries and payments to cam-
paign contributors, the town’s budget
has to be cut somewhere. Politically,
cutting the library is an easy place to cut.
They are sticking to this, even though the
public doesn’t want the library budget to
be cut, because to do otherwise would go
against their political goals. Politics as
practiced by Mr. Glover, Ms. Gialanella
and Mr. Beckerman (and presumably their
Democrat party leader, Ms. Stender) will
give the Democrats a catchy campaign
slogan and favor their political friends at
the expense of the public interest.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

What better way to mark national
Emergency Medical Services Week (May
19 to 25) than to thank Governor Christie
for his veto of S-1650/A-2463, the so-
called EMS Redesign Bill! Twice in 16
months, Gov. Christie rejected an ill-
conceived attempt to push out New
Jersey’s EMS volunteers and replace them
with a system of paid providers that would
have cost taxpayers tens of millions of
dollars. Nowhere did the bills outline
how they would improve patient care.

These past few years have been diffi-
cult for New Jersey’s volunteer EMS
community. A 2007 report falsely pre-
dicted imminent collapse of N.J.’s EMS
system, which triggered hysterical calls
for immediate statewide EMS reform.
We EMS volunteers have endured nu-
merous financial and legislative hurdles,
scare tactics meant to panic the public,
blatantly false propaganda intended to
besmirch the character of EMS volun-
teers, and decreasing volunteer rolls wors-
ened by the tough economy. There was
no system collapse, and despite all the
anti-volunteer schemes, we’re still here.

The New Jersey State First Aid Coun-
cil (NJSFAC) has always supported

changes to the EMS system that lead to
better patient care. In both vetoed bills,
we objected to those portions that would
have increased costs, bureaucracy and
red tape, and ultimately pushed out the
volunteers without improving patient
care.

The 83-year-old nonprofit NJSFAC
represents more than 20,000 EMS volun-
teers affiliated with 300+ volunteer first
aid and rescue squads throughout the
state. In 2012, our members spent more
than five million hours providing their
towns with EMS service and answering
more than 355,000 calls, saving New
Jerseyans – and their insurance compa-
nies – more than $227 million.

We’d hoped the efforts our volunteers
put forth before, during and after Super
Storm Sandy would remind the bill’s
backers how fortunate New Jersey is to
have such a large, well-established, dedi-
cated volunteer EMS community, and
help soften their stance on this detrimen-
tal legislation, but to no avail. One ques-
tion to the naysayers: When did “volun-
teer” become a bad word?

Howard Meyer President, NJSFAC
Summit

There’s Only One Way Out Of This
Mess: Stand Up to Government

When one shoots at a target [he] hopes
to hit the “bull’s eye.” Ken Ludmer has
done exactly that in his letter to The
Leader, dated May 16, 2013, “Kids To-
day Are Violent, Less Socially Conscious
Than Any Other Generation.”

Who’s to blame? For starters, let’s
“pick a bone” with our own federal and
state governments who are becoming
more and more liberal and bereft of
scruples and morals than in any other
time in our history. The “God is Dead “
slogan of the hippies in the 60’s seems to
be alive and well. How foolish of us to
think it ever went away! We have no
leadership in our Congress, and even
worse, a President who lies and covers up
every scandal that has hit his administra-
tion. In other words, there is no leader-
ship or good example from the highest to
the lowest levels of our government. Don’t
you think young people have eyes and
ears and know this? Not only is our
government morally bankrupt, but so are
our religious institutions, financial insti-
tutions, and most importantly, the enter-
tainment industry. The trash seen in the
media is bad enough, but just take a look
at the “freaks of nature” that young people
adore and idolize in the film and enter-
tainment industries. “Bridzilla” is tame
compared to some of these lowlifes.

Parents please don’t run out of the
room. You’re next. I simply don’t know
where to start. Are your little darlings
having everything that they want, and if
they don’t get it they scream and holler
and pull tantrums to the point of being put
on Ritalin to shut them up? Or are the
parents so busy with their careers that
their children have slipped through their
fingers and have entered the “bad zone?”
Or could it be that the parents are so busy
“keeping up with the Jones’ that they
have no time for their kids? Finally, are
the parents on drugs and don’t have a
single clue about the activities of their
children? They say, “The apple doesn’t
fall too far from the tree!”

If we are to save our kids and our
future, then it is up to today’s parents and
institutions of learning and religion. I
don’t believe this can happen because so
many are blinded by materialism. Devia-
tion seems to be the norm. Religious
institutions, especially the Catholic
Church, are in very serious bad shape
unless the new Pope really “cleans house”

and fires hundreds of worthless Bishops
in the U.S. The government only cares
about themselves and catering to those
who are destroying our towns and cities
by tolerating crime and welfare. There’s
only one way out of this mess. Stand up
to government and put them on notice
and restore discipline in our homes and
schools. Or are we dreaming the impos-
sible dream?

Bob and Pat Sheehan
Port Royal Island, S.C.

23-yr. former residents of Westfield

Memorial Day Compels Us to Remember
Both Fallen and Living Military Members

Throughout the nation on Monday, May 27, Ameri-
cans will observe Memorial Day with activities that
range from parades and backyard barbecues to the
laying of commemorative wreaths and visits to cem-
eteries.

Memorial Day is a solemn remembrance of those
men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice in
defense of freedom, not only for their fellow Ameri-
cans, but also for citizens of foreign lands who were
caught in the grip of tyranny, oppression and terror-
ism.

Established in the wake of the Civil War’s end, this
holiday asks us to keep alive the memory of these
fallen heroes from all wars – from our nation’s infancy
to the present day. We are asked to remember the
colonists whose yearning for independence sparked a
revolution the mightiest empire could not quell. We
are asked to remember those soldiers whose sacrifices
on Civil War battlefields freed men, women and
children from bondage. We are asked to remember the
millions who served in both world wars, among them
World War II’s “Greatest Generation,” to whom the
entire world owes its freedom and its future.

We are asked to equally remember those who have
given their lives for freedom in Korea, Vietnam,
Africa and the Middle East, and continue to do so
today. The courage and altruism displayed by the
American colonists more than two centuries ago has
coursed through each generation since, and remains
alive in our armed forces on the present-day battle-
fields of Iraq and Afghanistan.

While Memorial Day honors the fallen, it also
summons us alive today to “active duty” in the way
that we remember them. Memorial Day is much more
than just a day off from work, an opportunity for
leisure pursuits or the kickoff to summer. All of us as
Americans – whose freedom is the legacy of those
who died for it – are called to show our gratitude.

We are called to fly the flag so many gave their lives
to preserve. We are called to flank parade routes, and
to salute our veterans of every generation, whose
courage and resilience have kept the world safe from
evil in its many incarnations. We are called to decorate
the graves of our veterans, with flags, flowers or other
tributes, that others may recognize their role in pro-
tecting the freedom all of us enjoy today.

Various Memorial Day observances are planned
locally this Monday. Commemorations in Westfield
will comprise opening ceremonies, the annual parade
and commemorations at the cemetery opposite The
Presbyterian Church and at Fairview Cemetery. In
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, there also will be  memorial
services and a parade, along with the laying of wreaths
at the Fanwood Memorial Library and the Veterans
Monument in Scotch Plains. Mountainside also will
hold a memorial ceremony followed by a parade.
Garwood will hold its annual Memorial Day service at
the Knights of Columbus Hall. In addition, the Cranford
Historical Society will honor the township’s Civil War
veterans by dedicating a new monument in Memorial
Park. The dedication will help commemorate the
150th anniversary of the American Civil War.

We hope to witness a good turnout for each of these
events.

Yes, Memorial Day is a day of remembrance, but
not just a symbol of past wars. Its significance is as
great today as it was during each generation since its
first official observance in 1868. One only need pick
up a newspaper or switch on the television to witness
the supreme sacrifice made by our current armed
forces to realize the courage that created a free
nation from 13 colonies burns as brightly today as it
did in America’s earliest days. Let us honor them –
and all veterans living and deceased – on Memorial
Day and every day. For it is their courage – and their
sacrifice – that gave us today and all our tomorrows.

Ode to Obama
There is a President named Barack
who’s supporters think he does rock
but as the scandals unfold
and the truth is being told
his claim “I didn’t know” is a crock.

Greg Cummings
Fanwood

Our Government Is Running Rogue
Over The American Public

Two years ago, 17 members of Navy
Seal Team VI were killed when their
helicopter was down by enemy fire. It
was reported that the Obama administra-
tion placed a bull’s eye on them by mak-
ing their very existence common knowl-
edge. Their loved ones have asked ques-
tions regarding their deaths and have
been ignored by our present administra-
tion.

Four Americans including our Am-
bassador, and two x-Navy Seals in
Benghazi died on September 11, 2012.
Why did this happen, why was there not
more protection, why was not a rescue
effort launched? Was it Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton, someone in the White
House or someone else in the D.C. who
made decisions that cost them their lives?
These questions need to be answered.
Yes, Secretary Clinton it does matter, we
cannot allow it to happen again!

These people involved apparently do
not know our history. Being unprepared
brought us both Pearl Harbor and Sep-
tember 11, 2001 (a combined 5,000
Americans died). They also forgot that
Americans respond to save Americans in
peril. Did not General George Patton in
December 1944 brake off in active com-
bat against German troops to head to
Bastogne to relieve the encircled 101st
Airborne who were surrounded by en-
emy troops? Did not Navy and Marine
airman appear at the eleventh hour to
save the USS Laffey, who was badly
damaged by repeated kamikaze attacks
off Okinawa when she was on picket duty
on April 15, 1945? Our history is full of
such heroic acts. Our government has
such a short memory; luckily our Armed
Forces have not.

Why is our government, in particular
the IRS, treating conservative and patriot
groups in a significant, aggressive way?
The IRS can destroy an individual and

company. [Using the IRS to] push a po-
litical agenda goes against everything
that our nation stands for. With the IRS
being assigned a significant role in the
much-opposed health care reform, is it no
wonder that they would want only those
that support this. [They] fight to keep and
expand their jobs by fighting anyone
opposed to it — The Tea Party and other
conservative groups.

Of course, it is even possible that an-
other reason exists — limit the Tea Party
and conservative influence on the recent
Presidential election by using the power
of the IRS to limit funding; scare away
conservative supporters; limit free speech
and expression.

The tapping of the Associated Press
phones lines appears to be an infringe-
ment on our Constitution, the freedom of
the press. It is here that the media, Repub-
licans and Democrats appear to be equally
upset. But, to put this into context, this
was supposedly done for security rea-
sons. Perhaps if this could have pre-
vented the terrorist acts of Boston and
September 11, 2001 one would look at it
different. However, as Benjamin Franklin
said, “They that can give up essential
liberty to obtain a little temporary safety
deserve neither liberty nor safety.”

We Americans cannot disregard the
above, nor ignore the proof that our gov-
ernment no longer serves us, but we serve
it.

On the eve of Memorial Day, we can-
not forget and will not forget the sacri-
fices made by our fellow Americans for
our freedoms and will not allow politi-
cians and bureaucrats alike to diminish
their sacrifices.

We demand to know what happened
and what will be done to prevent it from
ever happening again.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Congrats to Winners In
Free-Throw Contest

The Garwood Knights of Columbus
would like to congratulate the following
Garwood students who won the Garwood
Council’s Free throw Contest, and ad-
vanced to the District Round at St.
Theresa’s Gym in Kenilworth on Febru-
ary 16th.

11-year old boy: Stephen Reid; 11-
year old girl, *Kaylee Parkhill; 12-year
old boy, *Brendan Beriont; 12-year-old
girl, *Jen Tinger; 13-year-old boy, *Zack
Sluka; 13-year-old girl, *Sydne Fried-
man; 14-year-old boy, Connor Fayard,
and 14-yr-old-girl, *Allison Price. (* de-
note winners who advanced to Regional
Round in Paramus March 9th.)

The contest consisted of four rounds
with the state finals held in Trenton. The
Garwood winners received a plaque with
their name engraved, and also received a
ribbon and medal for winning the District
Round.

Our thanks to District Deputy Marty
Boyle for coordinating the District Round
which consisted of council winners com-
peting from 12 towns, with a boys and
girls winner from each age group from 10
to 14. Our special thanks to Garwood
Public School Physical Education
Teacher Matt Burke, and teacher’s aid
K.C. Bree for coordinating the local con-
test during gym class.

In closing, our thanks to Superinten-
dent Teresa Quigley and Principal Mary
Emmons for their support of the Garwood
Knights of Columbus community activi-
ties.

Keith Gallagher
Grand Knight Michael O’Donnell

Robbie Kenny, Garwood KOC

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Pelitic – Formed or made up of mud
2. Chiminage – A toll for passage

through a forest
3. Xenodochy – Hospitality
4. Serpigo – Any spreading skin dis-

ease, as ringworm

DANAIDE
1. A water wheel, consisting of two

tapering shells, one within the other
2. One of the 28 amino acids necessary

for building muscle tissue
3. A bath with medicated water
4. A deep gash or cut

CLERONOMY
1. Inheritance; heritage
2. A sudden flood or outpouring
3. Foresight; discernment
4. Harmony; as one

BLEB
1. Valueless; barren
2. A horsefly
3. Fat; blubber
4. A small blister or swelling on the

skin or plants
SUBTILIATION

1. The killing of anything offered as a
sacrifice

2. The act of making thin
3. Tickling or stimulating pleasurably
4. Blowing or breathing into or on
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