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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Green Seeks ‘Sound’
Afford. Housing Plan

ONE-SEAT RIDE…Westfield Mayoral Candidate Dave Haas and the Raritan
Valley Line Coalition’s Martin Robins discuss lobbying NJ Transit to have them
deploy their dual-mode locomotives on the Raritan Valley Line to provide
Westfield residents with a single-seat ride to New York City. Mr. Robins, director
emeritus of the Voorhees Transportation Policy Center at Rutgers University,
made a presentation to the Greater Union County Area Realtors on May 15.

Buono Names O’Donnell As
New State Dem Chairman

State Senator Barbara Buono (D-
18, Metuchen), the presumptive
Democratic gubernatorial nominee,
has named Hudson County Assem-
blyman Jason O’Donnell (D-31,
Bayonne) as chairman of the state
party, politickernj.com has reported.
Asm. O’Donnell is public safety di-
rector for Bayonne. He has only been
in the Assembly since 2010.

Both Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester) and As-
sembly Speaker Sheila Oliver(D-34,
East Orange) both expressed reser-
vations about the appointment with
Sen. Sweeney saying it would divide
the party, according the report. Asm.
O’Donnell replaces Assemblyman
John Wisnewski (D-19, Sayreville)
who announced would not seek a
second term.
Codey Introduces Bill to Increase

Age to Buy Cigarettes to 21
State Senator Dick Codey (D-27,

Roseland) has introduced legislation,
S-2810, that would increase the age
to but cigarettes in New Jersey from
19 to 21. The penalty would be on the
seller not the purchaser, under Sena-
tor Codey’s bill, with civil fines of
$250 for the first offense, $500 for a
second violation and $1,000 for sub-
sequent violations, as well as the po-
tential loss of the license to sell to-
bacco products.

Ros. PK Rescinds ‘Free’ Rent
Offer to Rep. Donald Payne, Jr.
Roselle Park Mayor Joseph Accardi

has announced that the borough has
rescinded a zero dollar lease offer to
Rep. Donald Payne, Jr. (D-10th) to
use the mayor’s office as a satellite
office twice a week, according to a
report on www.roselleparknews.org.

The report stated that the offer was
rescinded as some borough council
members wanted rent for the office
ranging from $100 to $2,000 per month.

Rep. Payne replaced Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) as the borough’s Con-
gressman following redistricting.

Fulop Defeats Healy In
Landslide in JC Mayor’s Race
Jersey City Mayor Jerramiah Healy

was soundly defeated, 52 to 38 per-
cent, last Tuesday by City Council-
man Steve Fulop in his bid for a third
term, according to the Jersey City
Journal. He had been first elected in
2004, replacing the late popular
Mayor Glenn D. Cunningham. Ac-

cording to a News12 report, the posi-
tion pays $100,000 a year.

Bergen Freeholders Override
Veto on Pay-to-Play Ordinance
The Democratically-controlled

Bergen County Board of Chosen Free-
holders last week over rode Republi-
can County Executive Kathleen
Donovan’s veto of a revised pay-to-
play law that loosens restrictions on
contributions to political parties by
no-bid contractors doing business with
the county, according to The Record.

The override vote drew protests
from advocates.

“It amounts to an announcement by
the party bosses of both parties that
whatever the voters want on ‘pay-to-
play,’ the voters are not going to get it,”
said Robert Gulack, a member of
Bergen Grassroots, the paper reported.

The most recent version of the law
would allow contractors doing busi-
ness with the county to contribute up
to $5,200 to county political parties.
Previously, they had been limited to
$2,500 per year.

A final vote on the ordinance was
at expected at the board’s Wednes-
day, May 22 meeting.

Lance Votes to Repeal
ObamaCare for 39th Time

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) last
week voted to repeal ObamaCare for
the 39th time and reiterated his call
for replacing the President’s health
care law with reforms that will lower
costs, expand access and increase
jobs. He said the  law will result in
“higher health insurance premiums,
burdensome taxes, regulations and
mandates and the loss of the health
plan Americans have and like.”

He also noted that the Internal Rev-
enue Service would be one of the key
agencies charged with enforcing the
health care law. “Given recent events
(IRS targeting conservative groups),
no American should be required to
answer to the IRS when it comes to an
individual’s personal health care de-
cisions,” he said.

U.S. Coast Guard OKs
Raising of Bayonne Bridge

The U.S. Coast Guard has approved
plans for a $1.3-billion project to raise
the roadway of the Bayonne Bridge.
The Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey will raise the bridge’s
roadway by 64 feet in order to accom-
modate larger cargo ships anticipated
to begin using the expanded Panama
Canal by the end of 2015.

TRENTON – State Assembly
Housing and Local Government
Committee Chairman Jerry Green (D-
22, Linden) has called on the Christie
administration to work together in a
bipartisan fashion with the state Leg-
islature to craft “sound affordable
housing policy” in light of a court
injunction barring the administration
from taking up to $164 million in
municipal affordable housing trust
funds.

A three-judge Appeals Court panel
has said they will hear arguments
Wednesday, June 5 on Governor
Christie’s decision to use affordable-
housing funds for his proposed $32.9
billion budget, The Star-Ledger has
reported.

“This is the second time the courts
have halted the Christie administra-
tion from raiding these funds. I hope
the administration will now sit down
and work with both houses of the
Legislature to come up with policies
to deal with affordable housing rather
than keeping towns and communities
in limbo by allowing it to remain tied
up in the courts,” Asm. Green said in
a press release. “I have waited three
years for an opportunity to work with

the administration to resolve this
issue. Because it has been tied up in
the courts, I decided as chairman of
the Housing Committee, that I would
not allow it to be used as a political
football. Instead, I have sponsored
bills that I thought were fair and
moved our state in the right direc-
tion.”

 “We have both been in agree-
ment for the last three years that
COAH [Council on Affordable
Housing] is not the answer. Here’s
an agency that hasn’t met in years
and everybody agrees it’s no longer
in a position to make the right deci-
sions, so let’s work together now in
a bipartisan manner to come up
with a policy that works best for the
people of New Jersey,” Asm. Green
said. “In the aftermath of Hurricane
Sandy, these funds are more crucial
than ever for our rebuilding process
and the low- and moderate-income
families desperately in need of
housing.”

Christie administration officials
have said they would use the money
to make sure affordable-housing
units get built, The Star-Ledger re-
ported.

ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL...David Oliveira, a Westfield Town Council candi-
date in the Third Ward, exchanges greetings with a resident of the Third Ward.

Arrest Made in Murder
Of Clark Attorney

CLARK – Caleb Lawrence
McGillvary, 24, was arrested at the
Greyhound Bus Terminal in Phila-
delphia last Thursday night by mem-
bers of the Philadelphia Police De-
partment and charged with the mur-
der of a Clark attorney.

Authorities say Joseph Galfy, Jr.,
73, was murdered in his Starlight Drive,
Clark, home on May 12. McGillvary
was to be processed in Philadelphia
and returned to New Jersey in the
coming days, according to the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office.

Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow said
McGillvary’s bail was previously set
at $3 million and he will be lodged in
the Union County jail in Elizabeth.

“I am grateful for the overwhelm-
ing response and dedicated effort by
the public and law enforcement that
led to this arrest,” Mr. Romankow
said in a statement. “I believe that
everyone is a little safer with this
person off the streets.”

McGillvary is an Internet celebrity
well known on Facebook and You
Tube as “Kai the Hatchet Wielding

Hitchhiker.” He also is known as Kai
Lawrence, Caleb Kai Lawrence and
Kai Nicodemus.

Authorities believe that McGillvary
relies on the generosity of strangers
for food, lodging and transportation.

Mr. Galfy, an attorney with the
Rahway law firm of Kochanski Baron
& Galfy PC, had been the attorney
for the Fanwood Planning Board at
one point. Most recently he was the
attorney for the Green Brook Plan-
ning Board. He also was a member of
the Clark Chamber of Commerce.

According to a Star-Ledger report,
Mr. Galfy and McGillvary met in
Times Square on May 11. They spent
the next 24 hours together, most of it
in Mr. Galfy’s Clark home. Their
association turned violent after a
sexual encounter, the Ledger stated.

Mr. Galfy was found dead in his
bed on May 13, severely beaten,
clothed only in underwear and socks,
The Ledger reported. Clark police
officers were called to the residence
for a welfare check after Mr. Galfy
failed to show up for work or answer
his phone.


