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DIRECTING VOLUNTEERS…Dorothy Burger, Union County Republican
Organization’s director of volunteers, led the Super Saturday Campaign event
for Governor Chris Christie on May 18. She is pictured with Debbie Heuser,
Charles Donnelly, and Bernadette Hartanawicz. Ms. Burger and her fellow
volunteers have made tens of thousands of voter contacts for every Republican
candidate in Union County over the last four years. She is currently running for
the Republican State Committeewoman for Union County.

Romankow Retiring as
Union County Prosecutor

COUNTY – Union County Pros-
ecutor Theodore Romankow has an-
nounced his retirement effective June
17. He has served as prosecutor since
being appointed in 2002 by Governor
James McGreevey. He was reappointed
by Governor Jon Corzine in 2008.

The governor’s office has said they
would not release the name of the new
prosecutor pending the submission of
a notice of intent to nominate with the
state Legislature. The Westfield Leader
and The Times has been told by an
unofficial source that the individual is
from Westfield and had served as an
assistant U.S. attorney.

“It is with mixed emotion that I am
advising that I will be leaving my
position as prosecutor on or about
June 17, 2013,” Mr. Romamkow said
in a statement to his staff in the
prosecutor’s office.

“I have felt that this office is truly a
family, not just a group of employees
working together for a law enforce-
ment agency,” Mr. Romankow said.
“First and foremost you have pro-
vided for the safety and security of the
people of Union County and you
should be proud of that. Your legacy
and mine are intertwined and for that
we should feel a great sense of pride.”

Among the accomplishments Mr.
Romankow listed during his tenure
are: construction of the new Child
Advocacy Center in Elizabeth for
victims of sexual abuse; construction
and creation of the first county inter-
nationally accredited DNA forensic
laboratory, located in Westfield, and

the first and only “Mental Health
Court” in New Jersey.

The prosecutor also noted “the
work of the Gangs, Guns, Drugs, and
Violent Crimes Task Force. Much of
their work remains anonymous, but
they have targeted and arrested hun-
dreds of drug dealers, gang mem-
bers, and violent offenders thus mak-
ing the county safer.”

 He also listed the implementation
of the Union County Homicide Task
Force, which he said “has served as a
model for other counties and has raised
the solved rate for homicides to more
than 70 percent, including one dating
back to the 1970s” from Westfield.

Mr. Romankow graduated from
Seton Hall University and the Rutgers
School of Law in Newark. Prior to his
appointment as prosecutor, he was a
partner in a private law firm where he
worked on civil and criminal litiga-
tion cases. He has served as chairman
of the Union County Ethics Commit-
tee and has been a member of the
Judicial Appointments Committee.
He also served as president of the
state’s prosecutors association.

He was also named to a county
prosecutor study commission in 2010
by Governor Chris Christie, which
considered, among other things, a
possible transfer of those offices by
state’s Attorney General’s Office
within the state budget.

The prosecutor’s office has a $20-
million budgetand 250 employees in-
cluding  60 assistant prosecutors and 70
detectives.

MEN IN BLUE…Union County Freeholders Vernell Wright, left, and Bette Jane
Kowalski present a resolution to Union Police Director Daniel Zieser in honor of National
Police Week during the Township of Union’s Annual Police Awards ceremony.

Roselle OKs Tax Exemption
For Golf Club Redeveloper

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ROSELLE – The Roselle Borough
Council unanimously passed an ordi-
nance, by a 6-0 tally, on May 15, ap-
proving the financial agreement for a
long-term tax exemption with the rede-
veloper of the Roselle Golf Club (RGC).

The public hearing packed the
Chestnut Street Borough Hall with
residents expressing concerns for
Roselle’s future. Comments dealt with
Roselle’s initiative to attract more
developers and to gain financial in-
vestors for Roselle’s sustainability.

David Lloyd, from John Rose Ar-
chitecture, told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the development would
consist of 932 units completed in five
phases. The units would be one- and
two-bedroom apartments and include
a 24-acre public park, two tenant
club houses and a tenant pool.

“This project will introduce new
ratables and new variables to Roselle.
We don’t want to raise your taxes,”
Mayor Jamal Holley told residents at
the meeting. Since the 1970s, abate-
ments have been used to develop aban-
don waterfronts like in Jersey City. A
tax exemption (or tax abatement) is an
agreement to allow a developer to pay
a separate annual fee to the city rather
than normal fluctuating property taxes
that are divided among the city, county
and schools.

The Roselle Golf Club has been a
hot topic since 2009.

At the May 15 hearing, residents

voiced concerns about increased
taxes, property value decrease, traf-
fic and infrastructure when the apart-
ment units are built during phases
over the next 10 years.

Anthony Esposito, a Roselle resi-
dent, spoke of adding more costs to
already overcrowded schools.

“We don’t have full disclosure with-
out the financials. The public was left
out,” Mr. Esposito said.

Operating since 1917, the RGC is
located on Raritan Road in the middle
of a residential neighborhood. It sits
near Roselle Catholic High School,
Grace Wilday Junior High School
and the West Brook, which runs along
the property’s eastern edge.

The century-old golf course is the
last privately-owned 59 acres of open
space in Union County.

“If Roselle would pay their taxes,
we could stay open,” said Michael
Curio, an RGC member.

RGC pays $325,000 annually in
property taxes. According to the New
Jersey Tax Assessors website, the
property is assessed for $4.2 million.

“Suburban Golf Course in Union
Township pays half what we pay in
property taxes. If RGC could have
received [the] Farm Land exemption
like most golf courses do, our taxes
would have been lower,” said Manuel
Mendez, another RGC member.

Roselle residents said they would
challenge the council’s approval of
the ordinance at the upcoming Roselle
Planning Board meeting to be held
Wednesday, June 5, at 7:30 p.m. Greek FestWestfield

2013

Event Hours
Thursday   5 Pm - 10 Pm

Friday (FISH NIGHT)  noon - 11 PM
Saturday  noon - 11 PM

Sunday  noon - 7 PM

ATM on PremiseS

May 30th – June 2ndMay 30th – June 2Nd

 For discounts visit www.NJGreekFest.com

HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
250 GALLOWS HILL ROAD, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

908.233.8533

Homema
de Greek

 Special
ties & 

Live Ent
ertainm

ent  

for the 
Whole Fam

ily

Follow us on Facebook

Sonia Owchariw for The Westfield Leader and The Times
END OF AN ERA...The Roselle Borough Council last week passed an ordinance
on first reading approving a financial agreement for a long-term tax exemption
with the redeveloper of the nearly 100-year-old Roselle Golf Club, pictured
above. The proposed development, which goes before the Roselle Planning Board
on June 5, calls for 932 apartment units.

School Security Panel
Bill Passed by Assembly

TRENTON –  Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) and Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz’s (R-21, Summit) pro-
posal to create a school security task
force to improve school security
throughout New Jersey was approved
Monday by the General Assembly.

“We need to make sure New Jersey
schools are doing everything pos-
sible to keep our children safe,” Asm.
Bramnick said.

The Assembly approved A-3583/
A-1613, bipartisan legislation first
introduced by Asm. Bramnick in 2008
and since supported by Asw. Muñoz
and several other Republican and
Democratic legislators.

“We must never be complacent

when it comes to the safety of school
children,” Asw. Muñoz said. “The
experts on this task force will iden-
tify the best security practices that
should be implemented in our
schools, as well as any deficiencies
that need to be strengthened for safe
and secure learning environments.”

The task force would consist of the
state education commissioner, home-
land security and preparedness director,
schools construction corporation chief
executive officer, and public members
with school security expertise.

Members would not be compen-
sated and would have six months to
submit recommendations to the gov-
ernor, Legislature and State Board of
Education.

Healthcare Bill OK’d for 1st Responders
TRENTON – Legislation spon-

sored by Assembly Democrat Linda
Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains) and
three other Democratic lawmakers to
ensure public safety workers who
suffer a disability or death due to
their  work requirements are covered
by workers’ compensation received
final legislative approval Monday and
now heads to the governor’s desk.

The bill (A-1196), known as the “Tho-
mas P. Canzanella Twenty First Century
First Responders Protection Act,” is
named after the late Thomas P. Canzanella,
a Hackensack Fire Department deputy
chief who spent several weeks at Ground
Zero after the 9/11 terrorist attacks and

advocated for better conditions for
public safety workers.

The bill creates a rebuttable pre-
sumption of workers’ compensation
coverage for any death or disability,
including post traumatic stress disor-
der, if the death or disability arises
from the physical or psychological
impact of stress or injury experienced
by a public safety worker engaged in
response to a terrorist attack, epi-
demic, or other catastrophic emer-
gency.  The public safety workers
covered by the bill include paid or
volunteer emergency, correctional,
fire, police, including the state po-
lice, and medical personnel.


