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BEACH HOUSE FOR RENT

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
FUN NIGHT...Fanwood Rescue Squad members Brian Downing, Rob Villegas
and Elizabeth Buckridee enjoy the benefit concert held at the Fanwood Presby-
terian Church on Sunday night.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WOOF WALK...Margaret and Michael Lewis and “Stella” share a laugh at the
Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains’ Annual Woof Walk on Sunday, at which
time canines and their owners enjoyed a walk through downtown Scotch Plains
and surrounding neighborhoods.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CELEBRATING SURVIVORS...Students from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School attending the annual “Relay For Life” fundraiser held at the high school
football field on Friday night react to touching cancer survivor stories.

Photo courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
WORLD AWAY...While in Krakow, Poland, Bob Cozzolina takes a moment to
catch up on news by reading The Westfield Leader.

IT’S AMORE...Scott and Naomi Schaffer of Scotch Plains celebrate their 25th
anniversary in Venice, Italy while reading The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on
a gondola.

Photo courtesy of Rich and Kate Humphreys
HONEYMOON IN PARIS...Newlywed Kate Humphreys of Westfield stands on
the back porch of the Chateau de Versailles, outside of Paris, France, looking out
over the gardens and The Westfield Leader while husband, Rich, takes a photo.

He said 63 percent of New Jersey
municipalities, including 13 Union
County towns, and nine county gov-
ernments are in the SHBP. Mr.
Robinson said the county could go
with the SHBP if it is the same or
better than benefits currently offered
to county employees.

Mr. Robinson said he believes the
reason county bargaining units have
rejected the SHBP is because of “bad
information” fed to the unions by the
county’s broker.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a new, four-year contract with
the Park Foremen’s Association. Mr.
DiRado said the agreement elevates
deductibles for health insurance for
union members from the current $250
for single persons and $500 for fami-
lies to $500 for singles and $1,000
for families in the new contract.

Prescription co-pays also were
changed from $6 for generic and $15
when a generic is not available for
name brand drugs and $20 for a name
brand when a generic is available
under the old contract to $5 for a
generic, $25 when a generic is not
available and $50 for a name brand
when a generic is available.

The board additionally introduced
an ordinance on first reading by a 9-
0 vote making a change in the salary
of the head of Runnells Specialized
Hospital. With the retirement of Joan
Wheeler, Susan Palma has been
named acting director at a salary of
$123,786, which is $9,000 below
what Ms. Wheeler was paid, accord-
ing to Freeholder Dan Sullivan.

On another matter, during the pub-
lic comment section of the meeting,
Warren Victor of Westfield said he
was concerned “for the reputation of
our freeholder board [and] our gov-
ernmental image, which has been tar-
nished lately.”

Mr. Victor said the desire of Berke-
ley Heights to secede from Union
County due to high taxes is an “out-
growth” of having unlimited free-
holder term limits and a one-party

system, which, Mr. Victor said, “has
to be amended.” He said it is “un-
healthy” to continue to have a “one-
sided board.”

He attempted to make a motion as
a member of the audience that the
freeholders’ minutes “include a sec-
tion that is called the Union County
Watchdog Committee.” Mr. Victor
said this was needed, “because we
don’t have anybody watching” county
government.

Mr. Victor said the perception of
the “populace” in the county is that
the Freeholder board abuses power.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
called Mr. Victor’s attempt to make a
motion as a member of the public
“just preposterous.” He said, “there is
no way to include a public group not
associated with this freeholder board”
in freeholder minutes, “because it
doesn’t make sense and it’s not le-
gal.”

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said
the freeholders should send their min-
utes to the 21 municipalities in the
county, “to veto any resolutions they
feel are wrong.”

Salaam Ismial, who heads The
National United Youth Council, spoke
in favor of a Freeholder resolution
supporting Senate Bill 2430 and As-
sembly Bill 3690, which would de-
clare violence as a public health cri-
sis. The legislation calls for the ex-
pansion of mental-health programs,
recommends federal adoption of gun-
control measures and would estab-
lish a study commission on violence.

“It’s a phenomenal bill,” Mr. Ismial
said. He said Union County was first
in the nation to establish its own
commission on violence.

Mr. Ismial said a Marathon Walk
for Peace from Newark to Trenton is
planned for Thursday, May 30, be-
ginning at 11 a.m. at Newark City
Hall. The walk will include six cities
in Union County, including Eliza-
beth, Roselle and Plainfield. The over-
all walk will cover 16 cities across
five counties.
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Scotch Plains Council

dent conduct code.”
After reporting that there were three

incidents of bullying this month, none
of which were deemed HIB, Mrs.
Quigley said, “The bottom line is
we’re always trying to do the right
thing in regard to this new law and
how students behave.”

In the Superintendent’s Report,
Mrs. Quigley encouraged the public
to read an article recently published
in The Star-Ledger that attempts to
explain how the state has changed
school performance reports, which
she called “very interesting.”

Mrs. Quigley raised concerns about
the increased amount of information
included in the updated school per-
formance reports.

Mrs. Quigley said, “It is important
to have data and data is very helpful,
but I don’t know if this helps us
personally.”

Further, Mrs. Quigley lamented the
state’s process in choosing Garwood’s
peer schools.

“When it first came out and it said
we would be compared to schools
like us, I foolishly made the assump-
tion that we would be compared to
small schools like us that are K-8, but
that’s not how they did it,” Mrs.
Quigley said.

According to the report, peer
schools “are schools that have simi-
lar grade levels and students with
similar demographic characteristics,
such as the percentage of students
qualifying for Free/Reduced Lunch,
Limited English Proficiency pro-
grams or Special Education pro-
grams.”

However, Mrs. Quigley said she is
“fully on board” with the new model’s
emphasis on improvement.

“We are always improving,” Mrs.
Quigley said. “And with new teacher
evaluations and next year with new
principal evaluations, it’s all about
getting better and that’s one of our
goals.”

During the public portion of the
meeting, resident Bill Worobetz of
Third Avenue said he was dissatis-
fied with the school performance
report’s results and pressed the board
to address Garwood’s “significantly
lagging performance.”

According to the report from the
state Department of Education, in the
area of Academic Achievement,
Garwood ranked in the 16th percen-
tile compared to its peers and in the
45th percentile when compared to
the state.

“Some grades’ performances are
going down,” Mr. Worobetz said. “I’m
concerned about my child’s educa-
tion, but also my property taxes.”

Mr. Worobetz said, “As a parent
and as a resident, there’s no differ-
ence between my house and the house
1,500 feet down the block that’s in
Westfield, except that it costs twice
as much to live there.”

Westfield ranked in the 79th per-
centile compared to its peers and in

the 95th percentile when compared
to the state in the area of Academic
Achievement, according to the re-
port.

Mr. Worobetz said the change in
teachers this year has made a dra-
matic improvement. Mrs. Quigley
added that Garwood has made addi-
tional changes in order to enhance
the educational standard and that the
new evaluation system will further
address the school’s performance.

However, Mr. Worobetz said a
problem is that the board has not
devised practical goals for improve-
ment.

“[The goals] were along the lines
of ‘work hard’ and ‘work together.’ It
was very generic. You don’t get any-
where if you don’t have measurable
goals,” Mr. Worobetz said.

Mrs. Quigley said she has no doubt
that when the board next meets on
Tuesday, June 25, for its goal-setting
meeting, its members will come up
with measurable goals.

Resident Bruce Paterson of Willow
Avenue said in reference to Garwood
ranking in the 16th percentile, “just
the number alone sounds horrible.”

In other business, a Garwood resi-
dent said he might file a lawsuit
against the Garwood BOE in the fu-
ture due to its improper installation
of fire dampers.

Also, Paola D’Onofrio of Union
Street asked, “In a self-contained class,
does every child need to have an Indi-
vidualized Educational Program (IEP)
in place in order to be in that class?”

BOE President Adele Lewis said
that was confidential information.

Gina Manning of Maple Street then
asked, “What is the purpose of a self-
contained classroom?”

Mrs. Quigley responded, “All
classes have the same purpose: to
educate our students to the best of
their ability.”

At the start of the meeting, Mrs.
Quigley and Ms. Emmons presented
certificates to 25 Honor Society stu-
dents who earned straight A’s in the
most recent marking period.

Darby Brown, 9, won a special
award for being “the best that she can
be,” according to Mrs. Quigley. Darby
raised more than $400 for the Point
Pleasant Borough School community,
which was affected by Hurricane
Sandy, by making lanyard bracelets.

Darby told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times she wished to sup-
port Point Pleasant because “me and
my mom always go down to Point
Pleasant for my birthday and I really
like that town and it has really fun
boardwalk games.”
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Garwood BOE
an additional $40,000 would be added
to the library’s $1,284,694 budget,
although Councilman Marcus
pointed out that appropriations
would still be $27,000 short of last
year’s $1,351,981 budget. Library
officials have maintained that re-
ductions in spending will force cuts
in personnel, programs and operat-
ing hours.

Earlier in the meeting, in response
to a resident’s query, the mayor said
he remained committed to putting
sewer expenses back into the mu-
nicipal budget instead of the present
sewer utility that was created four
years ago. He said he had supported
the idea during his mayoral cam-
paign last year but added that he
“didn’t make a commitment to do-
ing it this year.” It’s “something we
will be addressing,” he said, vowing

to “explore every option.”
In other business, the council put

off the introduction of an ordinance
that would ban smoking on all town-
ship properties due to concerns about
the enforceability of such a ban and
also its possible effects on opera-
tions at Scotch Hills Country Club.

At the start of its meeting, several
proclamations were issued, including
one honoring the township Rescue
Squad’s 76th anniversary and declar-
ing May as Rescue Squad Month.
Mayor Glover and Rescue Squad Cap-
tain Dan Sullivan both urged residents
to donate money to the all-volunteer
group and to consider becoming a
member. Another proclamation hon-
ored the life and service of Maria
Sartor, the long-time member of the
township planning board who died
earlier this month.

Westfield Council Approves
Salaries; OKs Demolitions

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Following a mo-
ment of silence for the victims, families
and first responders affected by the
Oklahoma tornadoes and a pledge from
Mayor Andy Skibitsky to “keep them
all in our prayers,” the Westfield Town
Council on Tuesday passed a number
of resolutions and ordinances setting
the salaries for municipal employees,
police and firefighters.

One of the resolutions that passed
allows the mayor to sign an agreement
between the town and the Fireman’s
Mutual Benevolent Association
(FMBA), the collective bargaining unit
for the fire department. The contract
allows for raises in July of this year, and
January of each subsequent year
through 2017.

Under the contract, the maximum
salary for a firefighter EMT will in-
crease from $93,852 in 2013 to
$102,155 in 2017; maximum salaries
for a firefighter with no EMT will
increase from $91,654 in 2013 to
$98,981 in 2017.

Effective Monday, July 1, salaries
were approved for Town Administrator
Jim Gildea, who will receive a salary of
$152,347; Town Clerk Claire Grey, who
will receive $89,250; Chief Financial
Officer Liy-Huei Tsai, who will receive
$108,804; Construction Official Steve
Freedman, who will receive $103,497;
Police Chief David Wayman, who will
receive $135,702; Fire Chief Dan Kelly,
who will receive $133,408; Town Engi-
neer Kris McAloon, who will receive
$122,457; Town Planner Bill Drew, who
will receive $101,672, and Library Di-
rector Phil Israel, who will receive a
salary of $98,290.

Salaries also were approved effec-
tive July 1 for all of Westfield’s police
officers. Patrol officer salaries will range
from $41,052 to $99,603; detective
salaries range from $99,603 to
$106,794; sergeants will make
$108,698; lieutenants will be paid
$117,060 and the captain will make
$126,362.

The mayor and council approved
their own $1 per year salaries.

The council additionally approved
the demolitions of homes at 820
Carleton Road, 317 Central Avenue

and 823 Clark Street.
Finally, the council approved the

place-to-place transfer of Trader
Joe’s retail alcohol distribution li-
cense. The store required this pas-
sage from the council in order to
expand the space at its current loca-
tion.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, resident Greg
Kasko raised his concerns with the
manner in which the town procured
its new mobile command center. He
said that in 2012, the police depart-
ment contacted Power Innovations
International, the manufacturer of
the command center that the town
purchased, in Utah.

“Westfield Police Chief David
Wayman and Lieutenant Chris
Battiloro flew to Utah and stayed
there as guests of the vendor,” Mr.
Kasko stated. He said that following
this trip, an exhibition was then set
up at the Westfield Armory to dis-
play equipment, including the com-
mand center. According to Mr.
Kasko, despite the bidding process
not having been started, the com-
mand center never left Westfield,
but was instead stored at Sevell’s.

Mr. Kasko also said that in February,
two months before bids were adver-
tised for the command center, the owner
of Power Innovations transferred title
of a 2008 Ford Expedition to the Town
of Westfield.

“How can this town council tell the
Westfield taxpayer that you openly and
transparently discussed the need for a
$250,000 piece of equipment, that you
publicized your decision that we needed
a mobile command center, that you
followed the bonding and bidding pro-
cess not only to the letter of the law but
its spirit?,” he asked the council. “You
ought to be ashamed,” he added.

Following Mr. Kasko’s comments,
Mr. Gildea said that if he believes
there is wrongdoing, he “urge[s] him
to go to the prosecutor’s office.”

Mr. Kasko provided each council
member with a packet of papers to
back up his claims, including a copy
of the title transferring the truck from
the owner of Power Innovations to
the Westfield Police Department in
February.


