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Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SURVIVORS...Cancer survivors gather for the “Relay For Life” survivors lap around the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School track on Friday night at the annual fundraiser to benefit the American Cancer Society. See story on page 9.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
BENEFIT CONCERT…Attendees enjoy the Choir Festival at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church on Sunday benefiting the Fanwood and Scotch Plains
Rescue Squads. The event raised approximately $4,112, more than double last
year’s amount, which will be evenly split between the two rescue squads.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PUPPY PARADE...Canines and their owners enjoy the Rotary Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains’ Annual Woof Walk on Sunday morning despite the inclement
weather.

Photo courtesy of ShermanFeller
BUG INVASION...A cicada clings to a tree in Fanwood recently as they begin to
emerge from the ground after 17 years of inactivity.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Sunday, May 26

Memorial Day concert - 6:30 p.m.
Monday, May 27

Memorial Service, 8 a.m., lay-
ing of wreaths at Fanwood
Memorial Library and Veterans
Monument in Scotch Plains, fol-
lowed by the parade.

Westfield
Monday, May 27

Opening Ceremony — 9 a.m.
Followed by a Parade and Pro-

grams at the Revolutionary War
Cemetery and Fairview Cemetery.

County Defends Not Going
With NJ Health Benefits Plan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Union County offi-
cials last week defended their deci-
sion not to join the State’s Health
Benefits Plan in 2012 after several
members of the public criticized the
decision at Thursday’s Freeholders’
meeting.

A department head said the
county’s employee unions have re-
jected changing from a private in-
surer to the subsidized State Health
Benefits Plan (SHBP).

The discussion arose following a
question by Cranford resident James
Buettner, who asked if the county
was working to move to the SHBP.

Matthew DiRado, director of the
Department of Administrative Ser-
vices, responded that, “Every union
that has been asked has flatly rejected
it.” He said the county instead has
developed concessions for a change
in the design of the county’s health
insurance plan as it relates to net-
works. He said the concessions, which
four or five of the county’s 22 bar-
gaining units have agreed to, would
“bend the curve of health-care costs.”

He said the county currently is
getting quotes for the employee
health-insurance contract, which ex-
pires in July. The recently adopted
county budget includes $47 million
for health insurance and $11.2 mil-
lion for prescription coverage for
2013.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
a county analysis of the costs be-
tween the private plan the county was
in and the state plan showed, “it would
have been more expensive” for the

county to join the state plan. Horizon
is the current health-care provider.

Jeff Robinson of Rahway, an em-
ployee in the county’s social services
division and member of the Commu-
nication Workers of America (CWA)
Local 1080, accused the county’s in-
surance broker, Brown & Brown, of
misleading the county in its recom-
mendation of Horizon over SHBP.
Appearing before the board last year,
he said the SHBP would have saved
the county $5.8 million in premium
costs.

Mr. Robinson said the county’s
broker recently has been “completely
disparaging” the SHBP in the press.
He called the broker’s comments
“misinformation, exaggerations and
outright false information.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Council OKs $24.1 Mil.
Budget, 1.26-Percent Tax Rise
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A split town-
ship council approved the 2013 mu-
nicipal budget this week that will be
funded in part by a 1.26-percent in-
crease in municipal property taxes,
the smallest increase in a decade,
according to Mayor Kevin Glover.

The 3-2 vote to approve the $24.1-
million spending plan came after a
brief public hearing on Tuesday night
that followed several weeks of public
protest about the proposed funding
levels for the township library. Re-
publican Councilman William Vastine
voted against the budget, as did
Democrat Michael Marcus, who

broke with the three other Democrats
on the governing body.

Mr. Marcus, after criticizing the
way former township manager Henry
Underhill was removed from his po-
sition in March, said the budget’s
appropriations for legal services —
$350,000 versus $275,000 last year
— was “way too high,” while fund-
ing for the library was “insufficient.”
He criticized the mayor for taking
credit for the low tax increase and
said the gratitude should instead be
extended to Mr. Underhill and Chief
Financial Officer Lori Majeski.

Mr. Vastine called the budget “irre-
sponsible” and accused the Demo-
cratic majority of using “little tricks”

to keep the property-tax increase low,
a move he warned could result in
significantly higher taxes in future
years. He also criticized the elected
leadership, saying that residents have
described the environment in the
municipal government as “the in-
mates running the asylum.” Mr.
Vastine said that “no one is in charge,
no one wants to take responsibility.”

But Mayor Glover said there were
“no easy answers to our funding
needs,” saying the choice was be-
tween raising taxes and reducing ser-
vices or trying to “find ways to oper-
ate more cost-efficiently.” He said he
preferred the latter option.

Councilman Louis Beckerman
touted the low tax increase and the
last-minute additional library fund-
ing. He also encouraged local busi-
nesses to offer their financial backing
for library programs. Additionally,
he expressed hope that a merger of
police departments between Scotch
Plains and Fanwood would be con-
cluded by the end of the year.

Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
called the budget “a huge step toward
responsible spending” and said she
would have liked to have had no
increase in taxes or even a reduction.
She did express her support for an
increase in spending on recreation
programs in coming years.

The municipal tax rate this year
will increase two cents, to $1.479 per
$100 of assessed value, meaning that
for the average assessed home of
$121,700, the increase this year will
be $24.34. The average municipal
tax bill will rise from $1,775 to
$1,799.

Besides the $14.6 million to be
raised via property taxes, other rev-
enue sources that will finance this
year’s budget are $2.3 million in state
aid — the same level as last year —
along with an anticipated $650,000
in construction code fees, $100,000
from the sewer utility surplus and
about $2.1 million from the township
surplus.

Mayor Glover said on Tuesday that
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood BOE Hears
Report on Bullying

By JULIA QUELLER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Board of Education convened for its
monthly meeting Tuesday night and
addressed the district’s performance
in both anti-bullying programs and
academic achievement.

Lincoln School Principal Mary
Emmons presented Lincoln School’s
status in regard to Harassment, In-
timidation and Bullying (HIB). In
response to the Anti-Bullying Bill of
Rights Act, which was implemented
September 2012, the New Jersey
Department of Education created a
self-assessment rubric this year. Mrs.
Emmons, Anti-Bullying Specialist
Theresa Parkhill and two Garwood
parents comprised the School Safety
Team, which conducted the self-as-
sessment.

The self-assessment provides vari-
ous criteria for schools in addressing
HIB concerns. The grading scale is
0-3, equating to “Does Not Meet the
Requirements, Partially Meets the
Requirements, Meets All Require-
ments and Exceeds the Require-
ments,” according to the rubric.

The total possible score is 75 points,

which would mean a school exceeded
the requirements in each category.
Garwood Borough received 63 points.

Mrs. Emmons said the area that
needs the most improvement is in-
volvement from the community.

“We need more parental involve-
ment, basically,” Mrs. Emmons said.
“That’s what we’re going to be work-
ing on next year.”

In order to reach out to parents,
Mrs. Emmons plans to utilize the
School Climate Survey, which will
indicate the district’s weaknesses,
give a presentation at a Parent-Teacher
Association meeting and create a fo-
cus group.

Mrs. Quigley later added, “I do
believe we have to help parents un-
derstand the rules and regulations of
the bullying law.”

Mrs. Emmons also stressed that
the school’s student conduct code
must be taken into consideration in
addition to the Anti-Bullying Bill of
Rights Act.

Mrs. Emmons said, “Even though
something may not be considered
bullying does not mean it doesn’t get
addressed as a violation of our stu-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Council Postpones
2013 Budget Approval

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Coun-
cil postponed approval of the 2013
municipal budget at Tuesday’s regular
meeting. Officials discussed traffic
matters and presented multiple awards
and proclamations.

Chief Financial Officer Fred
Tompkins explained that the council
had been waiting for a New Jersey state
review of Fanwood’s municipal bud-
get. Because of reduced staffing, the
state had indicated that its review would
be delayed.

While awaiting state review, the coun-
cil determined that multiple amend-
ments to the budget would be benefi-
cial. The borough hired a grant writer
in January and can now include re-
cently acquired grant monies in the
spending plan. Other amendments deal

with making appropriations based on
state recommendations.

“The amendments are structured so
that there’s no effect on the tax levy…it’s
just moving some things around,” Mr.
Tompkins assured the public.

The council approved the amend-
ments Mr. Tompkins proposed and will
approve the budget at its next regular
meeting.

Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell re-
ported that Police Chief Richard Trigo
had requested that the council consider
lowering speed limits on stretches of
Terrill Road and Martine Avenue.

Scotch Plains plans to lower speed
limits in certain areas, and because
Fanwood intersects Scotch Plains, it
may confuse drivers if speed limits
differ for short stretches of road be-
tween the two towns. “That would look
like a speed trap,” said Councilman
Kevin Boris.

Councilman Jack Molenaar noted
several areas where speed limits al-
ready differ abruptly between the towns
and said, “Perhaps we should look at
the whole thing, from [Route] 22 all the
way through to the end of Fanwood.”

Mayor Colleen Mahr asked Ms.
Mitchell to coordinate a conversation
between the Fanwood and Scotch Plains
police chiefs to address the issue of
speed uniformity comprehensively. “If
we’re [going to] do it, let’s do it once
and right,” Mayor Mahr said.

Traffic safety surfaced again among
the many proclamations and awards
the council made as May begins a mu-

nicipal “Click It or Ticket” initiative,
during which Fanwood police will con-
centrate on enforcing seat belt law com-
pliance.

May also is Rescue Squad/EMS
Month. Nancy Mustachio, who ends
her three-year term as rescue squad
president this year, accepted a certifi-
cate of thanks, on behalf of the squad,
for the work and sacrifices the squad
undertook during Hurricane Sandy.

Councilman Anthony Parenti, former
chief of Fanwood’s police department
and serving his last term as councilman
this year, presented a similar award to
Chief Trigo and the police department.
The award acknowledges National
Police Week, as well as the department’s
efforts during Hurricane Sandy.

Council President Russell Huegel
also presented an award to Clint Dicksen
of Fanwood’s Public Works Depart-
ment in honor of National Public Works
Week and the commitment the depart-
ment exhibited during Hurricane Sandy.

Mr. Molenaar proclaimed Historic
Preservation Month and noted that
Fanwood’s historic train station will be
included this year, for the first time, in
Union County’s “Four Centuries in a
Weekend” program.

Ms. Mitchell, a retired nurse, pro-
claimed National Nurses Week, and
Mayor Mahr presented an award to the
Marie Moore School of Irish Dancing
and dancer Kelsey O’Connor. Ms.
O’Connor and the Marie Moore School
recently took third place in the World
Competition of Irish Step Dance.

Celebrate Memorial Day...See the Parade!


