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CONGRATULATIONS...Kevin Galasso of Westfield was the recipient of the 2013
Brian Piccolo Award at last Friday’s Westfield UNICO Chapter’s 38th Annual
Brian Piccolo Awards Dinner (District X NJ) held at L’Affaire in Mountainside.
Pictured, left to right, are: Anthony Bengivenga; Robert Tarte, vice-president,
Westfield UNICO; RJ and Lisa Galasso; Kevin Galasso;  Dr. Ann Walko, second
vice-president, UNICO National, and Mike Colucci and Deanna DeMarco. Kevin
will attend Tufts University in Boston in the fall.

$5.8 million in premium costs.
Mr. Robinson said the county’s

broker recently has been “completely
disparaging” the SHBP in the press.
He called the broker’s comments
“misinformation, exaggerations and
outright false information.”

He said 63 percent of New Jersey
municipalities, including 13 Union
County towns, and nine county gov-
ernments are in the SHBP. Mr.
Robinson said the county could go
with the SHBP if it is the same or
better than benefits currently offered
to county employees.

Mr. Robinson said he believes the
reason county bargaining units have
rejected the SHBP is because of “bad
information” fed to the unions by the
county’s broker.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a new, four-year contract with
the Park Foremen’s Association. Mr.
DiRado said the agreement elevates
deductibles for health insurance for
union members from the current $250
for single persons and $500 for fami-
lies to $500 for singles and $1,000
for families in the new contract.

Prescription co-pays also were
changed from $6 for generic and $15
when a generic is not available for
name brand drugs and $20 for a name
brand when a generic is available
under the old contract to $5 for a
generic, $25 when a generic is not
available and $50 for a name brand
when a generic is available.

The board additionally introduced
an ordinance on first reading by a 9-
0 vote making a change in the salary
of the head of Runnells Specialized
Hospital. With the retirement of Joan
Wheeler, Susan Palma has been
named acting director at a salary of
$123,786, which is $9,000 below
what Ms. Wheeler was paid, accord-
ing to Freeholder Dan Sullivan.

On another matter, during the pub-
lic comment section of the meeting,
Warren Victor of Westfield said he
was concerned “for the reputation of
our freeholder board [and] our gov-
ernmental image, which has been tar-
nished lately.”

Mr. Victor said the desire of Berke-

ley Heights to secede from Union
County due to high taxes is an “out-
growth” of having unlimited free-
holder term limits and a one-party
system, which, Mr. Victor said, “has
to be amended.” He said it is “un-
healthy” to continue to have a “one-
sided board.”

He attempted to make a motion as
a member of the audience that the
freeholders’ minutes “include a sec-
tion that is called the Union County
Watchdog Committee.” Mr. Victor
said this was needed, “because we
don’t have anybody watching” county
government.

Mr. Victor said the perception of
the “populace” in the county is that
the Freeholder board abuses power.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
called Mr. Victor’s attempt to make a
motion as a member of the public “just
preposterous.” He said, “there is no
way to include a public group not
associated with this freeholder board”
in freeholder minutes, “because it
doesn’t make sense and it’s not legal.”

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said
the freeholders should send their min-
utes to the 21 municipalities in the
county, “to veto any resolutions they
feel are wrong.”

Salaam Ismial, who heads The
National United Youth Council, spoke
in favor of a Freeholder resolution
supporting Senate Bill 2430 and As-
sembly Bill 3690, which would de-
clare violence as a public health cri-
sis. The legislation calls for the ex-
pansion of mental-health programs,
recommends federal adoption of gun-
control measures and would estab-
lish a study commission on violence.

“It’s a phenomenal bill,” Mr. Ismial
said. He said Union County was first
in the nation to establish its own
commission on violence.

Mr. Ismial said a Marathon Walk
for Peace from Newark to Trenton is
planned for Thursday, May 30, be-
ginning at 11 a.m. at Newark City
Hall. The walk will include six cities
in Union County, including Eliza-
beth, Roselle and Plainfield. The over-
all walk will cover 16 cities across
five counties.

SINGLE SEAT...Republican Third Ward candidate Diane Barabas, left, and
Martin Robins, with the Raritan Valley Coalition, discuss a NJ Transit train
route should a dual-mode locomotive be added to the Raritan Valley Line for
direct service to Manhattan.
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Photo courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
WORLD AWAY...While in Krakow, Poland, Bob Cozzolina takes a moment to
catch up on news by reading The Westfield Leader.

IT’S AMORE...Scott and Naomi Schaffer of Scotch Plains celebrate their 25th
anniversary in Venice, Italy while reading The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on
a gondola.

Photo courtesy of Rich and Kate Humphreys
HONEYMOON IN PARIS...Newlywed Kate Humphreys of Westfield stands on
the back porch of the Chateau de Versailles, outside of Paris, France looking out
over the gardens and The Westfield Leader while husband, Rich, takes a photo.

Photo courtesy of Nancy Luscombe
BUG INVASION...The first of the 17-
year brood of cicadas popped out of
the ground on Maye Street in
Westfield on May 21.  They crawled
out and attached to the side of the
garage of the Luscombe home to come
out of their shells and dry out their
wings.  Westfielders will be hearing
their deafening call soon, as they rise
to the trees to find their mates. For
now, empty shells are all over proper-
ties. This cicada never got to dry out
completely before a spider caught and
killed it.  Although the spider was tiny
in relation to the cicada, it took ad-
vantage of the cicada’s vulnerability
to catch a meal that should last for a
very long time!

ferred title of a 2008 Ford Expedition
to the Town of Westfield.

“How can this town council tell the
Westfield taxpayer that you openly
and transparently discussed the need
for a $250,000 piece of equipment,
that you publicized your decision that
we needed a mobile command cen-
ter, that you followed the bonding
and bidding process not only to the
letter of the law but its spirit?,” he
asked the council. “You ought to be
ashamed,” he added.

Following Mr. Kasko’s comments,
Mr. Gildea said that if he believes
there is wrongdoing, he “urge[s] him
to go to the prosecutor’s office.”

Mr. Kasko provided each council
member with a packet of papers to
back up his claims, including a copy
of the title transferring the truck from
the owner of Power Innovations to
the Westfield Police Department in
February.
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something may not be considered
bullying does not mean it doesn’t
get addressed as a violation of our
student conduct code.”

After reporting that there were
three incidents of bullying this
month, none of which were deemed
HIB, Mrs. Quigley said, “The bot-
tom line is we’re always trying to
do the right thing in regard to this
new law and how students behave.”

In the Superintendent’s Report,
Mrs. Quigley encouraged the pub-
lic to read an article recently pub-
lished in The Star-Ledger that at-
tempts to explain how the state has
changed school performance re-
ports, which she called “very inter-
esting.”

Mrs. Quigley raised concerns
about the increased amount of in-
formation included in the updated
school performance reports.

Mrs. Quigley said, “It is impor-
tant to have data and data is very
helpful, but I don’t know if this
helps us personally.”

Further, Mrs. Quigley lamented
the state’s process in choosing
Garwood’s peer schools.

“When it first came out and it
said we would be compared to
schools like us, I foolishly made
the assumption that we would be
compared to small schools like us
that are K-8, but that’s not how they
did it,” Mrs. Quigley said.

According to the report, peer
schools “are schools that have simi-
lar grade levels and students with
similar demographic characteris-
tics, such as the percentage of stu-
dents qualifying for Free/Reduced
Lunch, Limited English Proficiency
programs or Special Education pro-
grams.”

However, Mrs. Quigley said she
is “fully on board” with the new
model’s emphasis on improvement.

“We are always improving,” Mrs.
Quigley said. “And with new teacher
evaluations and next year with new
principal evaluations, it’s all about
getting better and that’s one of our
goals.”

During the public portion of the
meeting, resident Bill Worobetz of
Third Avenue said he was dissatis-
fied with the school performance
report’s results and pressed the
board to address Garwood’s “sig-
nificantly lagging performance.”

According to the report from the
state Department of Education, in
the area of Academic Achievement,
Garwood ranked in the 16th per-
centile compared to its peers and in
the 45th percentile when compared
to the state.

“Some grades’ performances are
going down,” Mr. Worobetz said.
“I’m concerned about my child’s
education, but also my property
taxes.”

Mr. Worobetz said, “As a parent
and as a resident, there’s no differ-
ence between my house and the

house 1,500 feet down the block
that’s in Westfield, except that it
costs twice as much to live there.”

Westfield ranked in the 79th per-
centile compared to its peers and in
the 95th percentile when compared
to the state in the area of Academic
Achievement, according to the re-
port.

Mr. Worobetz said the change in
teachers this year has made a dra-
matic improvement. Mrs. Quigley
added that Garwood has made ad-
ditional changes in order to enhance
the educational standard and that
the new evaluation system will fur-
ther address the school’s perfor-
mance.

However, Mr. Worobetz said a
problem is that the board has not
devised practical goals for improve-
ment.

“[The goals] were along the lines
of ‘work hard’ and ‘work together.’
It was very generic. You don’t get
anywhere if you don’t have mea-
surable goals,” Mr. Worobetz said.

Mrs. Quigley said she has no
doubt that when the board next
meets on Tuesday, June 25, for its
goal-setting meeting, its members
will come up with measurable goals.

Resident Bruce Paterson of Wil-
low Avenue said in reference to
Garwood ranking in the 16th per-
centile, “just the number alone
sounds horrible.”

In other business, a Garwood resi-
dent said he might file a lawsuit
against the Garwood BOE in the
future due to its improper installa-
tion of fire dampers.

Also, Paola D’Onofrio of Union
Street asked, “In a self-contained
class, does every child need to have
an Individualized Educational Pro-
gram (IEP) in place in order to be in
that class?”

BOE President Adele Lewis said
that was confidential information.

Gina Manning of Maple Street
then asked, “What is the purpose of
a self-contained classroom?”

Mrs. Quigley responded, “All
classes have the same purpose: to
educate our students to the best of
their ability.”

At the start of the meeting, Ms.
Quigley and Ms. Emmons presented
certificates to 25 Honor Society stu-
dents who earned straight A’s in the
most recent marking period.

Darby Brown, 9, won a special
award for being “the best that she
can be,” according to Mrs. Quigley.
Darby raised more than $400 for
the Point Pleasant Borough School
community, which was affected by
Hurricane Sandy, by making lan-
yard bracelets.

Darby told The Westfield Leader
she wished to support Point Pleas-
ant because “me and my mom al-
ways go down to Point Pleasant for
my birthday and I really like that
town and it has really fun board-
walk games.”
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Union County were to establish a
county-wide contract for cafeteria
services, and may not guarantee the
quality of services, fair pricing or
profit assurance as our current ven-
dor does,” Ms. Ormsby Cary said.

The board passed the resolution.
The second resolution opposes the

Schools Development Authority
(SDA) assessments in state budget.

The following is a summary of Ms.
Ormsby Cary’s reasons for the board
to oppose the present system.

According to the non-partisan Of-
fice of Legislative Services (OLS), in
its annual analysis of the Governor’s
budget, almost half of New Jersey’s
school districts will see a net loss of
state aid due to the construction grant
fees or SDA assessments. Westfield
is one of these districts.

“The state aid was increased by
one dollar for the coming year. One
dollar is not a meaningful increase in
terms of student achievement. And at
the same time, $75,230 will be de-
ducted from our state aid for a SDA
assessment. After accounting for our
increased assessment, our district will
experience a decrease in state aid
for Fiscal 2014 of $75,229,” Ms.
Ormsby Cary said.

The SDA assessment covers a
portion of the principal and interest
on bonds used to fund construction
grants that were floated by the N.J.
Economic Development Authority,
now called SDA.

“The upfront grants covered up
to 40 percent of eligible construc-
tion costs in non-Abbott districts.
They were designed to reduce the
amount of money districts needed
to borrow for facilities projects, and
in the process reduce the reliance
on local property taxes for needed

construction and renovation of our
facilities. When we received these
grants, it was with the understand-
ing that they were grants, not loans
to be paid back at a future time,”
Ms. Ormsby Cary said.

“The relationship between state
taxes, state Aid for school districts,
and local property taxes must be
underscored. It is important to re-
member that the taxpayers of
Westfield pay more than $74 mil-
lion in state taxes and will get back,
this year, approximately $2.8 mil-
lion in state aid for our schools.
State aid accounts for a mere 3
percent of our budget. The Westfield
Public Schools are almost entirely
paid for by local property taxes.
Two million, eight thousand dol-
lars is a drop in the bucket of our
$88.9-million budget. We still have
not been made whole from the $4.2
million in cuts that the Governor
made to our state aid in this first
year in office. We still have $1.4
million less than when the Gover-
nor took office.”

The resolution opposing the as-
sessments was approved.

The board announced that resi-
dents interested in becoming mem-
bers for a three-year term (2013-
2016) must file a petition, in per-
son, in the Office of the County
Clerk, at 2 Broad Street, Room 113,
Elizabeth, on for before 4 p.m.,
Tuesday, June 4. The election will
take place on Tuesday, November
5. The members whose terms are
expiring are Ginny Leiz, Mitchell
Slater and Brendan Galligan, who
have not expressed intentions of
seeking re-election. For more in-
formation, contact Lisa Hugelmeyer
at (908) 527-4996 or visit at the
County Clerk’s website at http://
www.ucnj.org/government/county-
clerk.
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OPENING ACT…Fifth-graders from Westfield’s McKinley School, led by music
teacher Christina Toulios, sing the National Anthem at a recent Somerset Patriots
game against the Camden Riversharks. About 300 members of the McKinley
community attended the game as part of a school-wide family outing.


