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In order to help Garwood’s
voters make their decision in
the June 4th Republican Pri-
mary, I wish to highlight my
record during my last two-and-
a half years on Garwood’s Bor-
ough Council. In particular, I
have kept my 2010 election-
year promise never to vote for a
tax increase while on Council. It
is rather sad that a politician
keeping his promise should
qualify as a distinction in today’s
society, but that seems to be
the case. I have included some
of the major decisions I have
made and votes I have taken
below. All I ask is that Garwood’s
Republican voters consider my
record and cast their votes based
upon it. Rather than wax on
eloquently about how noble my
intentions have been, I believe
it is the results of my actions and
my voting record for which I
must be held accountable.

During my term on Council, I
discovered that our non-union
borough employees were not
paying 1.5 percent of their sala-
ries toward their healthcare cov-
erage as required by state law.
Unfortunately, I had to publi-
cize this fact as our elected
administration was afraid to
remedy it without a little public
encouragement. In addition, I
lead the charge to repeal the
secret “Best of the Best” ordi-
nance that gave our non-union
employees the higher of which-
ever raise our DPW or PBA unions
negotiated each year. This ordi-
nance was unpublished and was
nowhere to be found on our
borough’s website. I had to ask
for it at a public Council meeting
before our residents and the
press just to be able to read its
provisions. Ultimately, that law
was repealed by a unanimous
Council of three Democrats and
three Republicans.

Along with our Democrat Coun-

cil President, I lead a bipartisan
group of two Democrats and
two Republicans to repeal fu-
ture longevity benefits for our
non-union employees. This lon-
gevity provision gave employ-
ees bonuses just for putting in
more years with our borough
without any regard to their merit,
skills or qualifications. Now, our
non-union employees receive
raises based on their merit and
the evaluations of their supervi-
sors, and, most importantly,
based upon Garwood’s ability to
afford such raises. Our Republi-
can Mayor initially vetoed our
first bipartisan repeal of this
ordinance at the end of 2011. In
2012, we were able to muster
the same bipartisan majority to
overcome her veto and repeal
permanently longevity bonuses
for non-union employees.

Standing alone and without
my Republican colleagues, I sup-
ported a compromise plan to
build our Athletic Field Complex
for its original 2007 price tag of
$2.1million using approximately
$700,000 we already had in the
bank, and grants and low-inter-
est loans provided to us by the
county and state. I proudly voted
against this project when the
price tag ballooned over 50 per-
cent to $3.237milion, and re-
quired a 66 percent increase in
our borough’s outstanding debt.
In the face of this ballooning
cost and debt, all other Council
members and our Mayor sup-
ported adding a $75,000 kitchen
and high-quality siding to the
new field house and $6,500 for
a bocce court. You just can’t
make this stuff up.

I alone also supported putting
this massive expenditure and
debt increase on the ballot to be
approved by our citizens. Alas,
my five Council colleagues and
our Republican Mayor disagreed
with me and told our voters and

taxpayers that they knew bet-
ter how to spend their money.
Our elected officials kept telling
our residents how great this
project would be for them, while
at the same time telling them
they couldn’t be trusted to judge
its merits for themselves.

In my year as finance chair-
man, I helped to deliver the
lowest tax increase to Garwood
residents in years. Although this
increase of 2.8 percent was in
line with the average property
tax increase in New Jersey for
2011, I still voted against this
budget because I believed we
had not worked hard enough on
behalf of our taxpayers to cut
spending and tighten our belts.
Since the Mayor replaced me
with a Democrat finance chair

and appointed a Democrat-ma-
jority Finance Committee,
Garwood’s municipal taxes have
increased 3.8 percent for 2012
and 3.3 percent for 2013. In
fact, last year, Garwood’s total
property tax increase of 4.3
percent earned us the dubious
distinction of the third highest
tax increase in Union County,
clocking in at triple the state
average of 1.4 percent.

It has been one of the greatest
honors in my life to have repre-
sented Garwood’s citizens these
last two-and-a-half years. At
times it has been frustrating to
be the only elected official and
only Republican advocating on
behalf of our borough’s belea-
guered taxpayers, but I have
never shied away from a fight
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an obvious personnel problem
that won’t be investigated due
to party affiliations. It is not the
Union County citizens that
squashed an investigation into
a former Freeholder’s son for
“allegedly” pawning county
property and then rewarded
her with a cherry of a made up
job. It was not the citizens of
Union County who took gen-
erators home for personal use
during Hurricane Sandy while
it’s eight months and counting
to see if they will be held ac-
countable.

As far as striving to be like
Charlotte and fearing to fall
short, I only say set your goals
higher. The citizens of Union
County deserve better.

And lastly, a government that
shows such contempt for its
constituents is a government
that has not constituents but
rather is an oligarchy that rules
unchecked for their own plea-
sure and not the greater good
of all. It is not the democracy
that I thought I pledged my
allegiance to and was not aware
existed until I saw for my own
eyes how Union County gov-
ernment comports itself.

Jim Buettner
Cranford

CRANFORD – The Sisterhood of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim
will screen Miss Representation,
which premiered at the 2011
Sundance Film Festival and had
its broadcast premiere on Oprah
Winfrey Network in October of
2011. The film will be shown at
the Sisterhood meeting on Tues-
day, May 21, at 8 p.m. at the
temple, located at 338 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford.

Miss Representation addresses
how, in a society where media is
a persuasive force in shaping
cultural norms, the collective
message that young women and
men overwhelmingly receive is
that a woman’s value and power
lie in her youth, beauty and sexu-
ality, and not in her capacity as a
leader.

Stories from teenage girls and
provocative interviews with poli-
ticians, journalists, entertainers,
activists and academics like

Condoleezza Rice, Nancy Pelosi,
Katie Couric, Rachel Maddow,
Margaret Cho, Rosario Dawson
and Gloria Steinem build mo-
mentum as Miss Representation
accumulates facts and statistics
designed to give its audience a
strong new perspective. The Sis-
terhood expressed appreciation
to Carl Epstein for making this
film available.

Sisterhood President Jessica
Hoff will conduct a short busi-
ness meeting. The Judaica shop
will be open for business. Hospi-
tality Chairpersons Joan
Finkelstein and Sandra Sussman
will serve light refreshments.

The Sisterhood meeting will be
open to Sisterhood members,
Men’s Club members, prospec-
tive members and any high-
school-age student. For further
information, call the temple at
(908) 276-9231 during office
hours.

LaCorte’s Contempt

and I shall not do so now. I am
therefore seeking the nomina-
tion of my party on June 4th in
Garwood’s Republican Primary.
Should I be given such an honor
by my fellow Republican voters,
I pledge to continue fighting ex-
cessive taxes, spending and debt
in Garwood and to seize the
opportunities for our taxpayers
Governor Christie’s bipartisan re-
forms have made possible.

Councilman James Mathieu
Borough of Garwood

Temple Sisterhood to Show
Film Miss Representation


