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Thanks for Editorial on
Development Near GW
Thank you for the kind editorial

recommending that Westfield
work with Garwood to resolve
potential flooding issues from the
new housing development pro-
posed near the Westfield/
Garwood border.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Councilman

LaCorte’s Contempt for Citizen
Commentators is ‘Appalling’

As one of the two citizens of
Union County that attended
Charlotte DeFilippo’s resigna-
tion [as executive director of
the Union County Improvement
Authority], otherwise known as
her walk of shame, I take ex-
ception to the remarks made
by Mr. Lacorte, the county sur-
rogate. There were many state-
ments made in her praise by
her minions, but this one stood
out.

Here is the soliloquy from Mr.
LaCorte: “It has been my ob-
servation over the years that
the most dangerous people to
effective government are
known as commentators. Com-
mentators are those people who
sit back and take pot shots and
cherry pick things to make gov-
ernmental officials look bad. I
didn’t really realize that until I
got into government…but on
behalf of all government offi-
cials that are not just commen-
tators but rather doers, I want
to thank you for being the type
of government official that we
would all like to be, strive to be,
and in our wildest dreams. will
probably never accomplish.” Go
to www.countywatchers.com to

see the full video.
Mr. Lacorte, listen to you, such

contempt for the citizenry is
both appalling and outrageous.
First, you seem to have forgot-
ten that commentators are tax-
payers. Taxpayers foot the bill
for the whole shebang and with-
out whom you can all go home.
Second, the four Union County
citizens that regularly exercise
their civic duty to attend the
Freeholder meetings are only
dangerous to government offi-
cials that have something to
hide. Third, we do not sit back
and take pot shots. We do the
research that exposes the mal-
feasance. Fourth, if a govern-
ment official should look bad it
is the government official that
brings the focus on him/her-
self.

I will not accept your asser-
tion that the Freeholders and/
or Charlotte are the victims
when in reality the citizens are
the ones being victimized. The
citizens of Union County did not
write Charlotte’s outrageous
$160,000 employment contract
or agree to allow her to work
from home with no account-
ability to anyone. It is not the
citizens of Union County that
took the money from Musicfest,
but could not get the prosecu-
tor to do his job. It is not the
citizens of Union County that
exchanged sexually-explicit
emails on county time, but got
the courts to squash their ex-
istence. As one Freeholder
stated: “that is a personal mat-
ter” and not an infraction to the
workers manual. Come on, it is
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–Local Obituary –
Elaine R. Gordeuk, 92, Overlook Nurse;

Active at Calvary Lutheran Church
Elaine Ruth Gordeuk, 92, of

Garwood passed away peace-
fully at home on Friday, May 10,
2013, surrounded by her loving
family.

Mrs. Gordeuk was born on
March 16, 1921 in Oak Park, Ill.
and grew up in Hammond, Ind.
In 1964 she moved to Westfield,
where she resided for the next
40 years.

Elaine was a very proud Hoo-
sier and was a classmate of the
writer Jean Shepherd, who im-
mortalized himself as Ralphie,
along with other actual class-
mates, Flick Flickinger and Paul
Schwartz, in his radio show, writ-
ings and in the now classic movie
A Christmas Story. Her children
would listen to Shep’s stories on
his WOR radio show of Hammond
High and then look up the char-
acters in Elaine’s yearbook, add-
ing much cachet and cool factor
for their mother in their eyes.

During World War II she would
send humorous and insightful
letters to her brother, Jack, who
was then serving in the Army in
the European Theatre. Jack would
share the letters with his Army
buddy, Alex Gordeuk, who be-
came smitten with her. After the
end of World War II and many
letters being exchanged, they
met in Chicago’s Union Station
for the first time. Elaine said that
as soon as she saw him from
across the station she knew she
would marry him.

Elaine attended nursing school
in Chicago and reentered the
workforce as a nurse after rais-
ing six children. She retired from
Overlook Hospital in Summit in
1987.

She was very active in the Cal-
vary Lutheran Church in Cranford
and enjoyed crossword puzzles,

books, playing Bridge, sewing,
cooking, baking and Clark Gable
movies, no matter how good or
bad.

Elaine was pre-deceased by her
husband, Alexander, and their
son, Gregory. She is survived by
her sons, John, Timothy, William

and Michael, along with her
daughter, Kathryn. She also will
be deeply missed by her nine
grandchildren and 10 great-
grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 15,
2013, at the Calvary Lutheran
Church, 108 Eastman Street,
Cranford.

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to Calvary Lutheran
Church, 108 Eastman Street,
Cranford, N.J. 07016.

For further information, please
v i s i t
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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Communities to Help Ill Boy
At ‘Walk 4 Will’ Saturday

CRANFORD –Cranford and
Kenilworth, together with resi-
dents of other communities, will
unite to support Will DeGregorio,
a four-year-old Cranford boy
fighting cancer, dur-
ing a community-wide
event entitled “Walk 4
Will.” It will take place
this Saturday, May 18,
from 9 a.m. to noon at
the David Brearley
Athletic Field, located
at 401 Monroe Av-
enue, Kenilworth.

“Walk 4 Will” will help
raise money to assist
Will’s family with the
huge financial burden
of his rare adrenal can-
cer treatments. More
than 475 participants
have registered for the
fund-raising event, which will in-
clude music and activities for the
children. The Westfield High
School track team and others
from the high-school community
are among those scheduled to
participate. Each participant has
committed to a certain number
of laps for Will and they will
receive a commemorative T-
shirt.

“I am honored and excited to

have Will’s school, Calvary Nurs-
ery School and Child Care, host
an event for him to help support
his recovery in a town that I know
well. Kenilworth is a place where

I grew up and have
many family, friends
and fond memories,”
said Will’s mother, Kara
Shields. Calvary Nurs-
ery School and Child
Care is located in
Cranford.

“I would like to take a
moment to thank ev-
eryone involved in this
amazing event. I am
truly humbled by the
amount of love and sup-
port William has re-
ceived throughout his
journey and we are hon-
ored to be part of such a

wonderful community,” said his
father, Vincent DeGregorio.

Participant registrations are
available at tinyurl.com/walk4will.
Corporate sponsorship informa-
tion can be obtained by e-mail at
calvarynscc@verizon.net or by
calling (908) 272-3962. Individu-
als also may find details on
Facebook via WALK 4 WILL! For
more information, call (908) 272-
3962.

Will DeGregorio


