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APPRECIATION DINNER…On April 25, the Education Foundation of Garwood
(EFG) hosted its Appreciation Dinner at The Westwood. They honored
the“Educator of the Year,” given to Matthew Burke and the “Garwood Persons
Making a Difference,” given to the Garwood First Aid Squad and Fire Depart-
ment. Pictured, left to right, are: Lauren Montagne, Garwood First Aid Squad
officer; Mr. Burke and Garwood Fire Chief Michael Tharaldsen.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Garwood Bor-
ough Council discussed a recently
approved development in
Westfield on the border of
Garwood, moving forward with
the possibility of designating a
portion of North Avenue as an
area in need of redevelopment
and upcoming bulky waste pickup.

Borough Engineer Donald
Guarriello told the council that
he reviewed the plans for the
development of 16 units at Grove
Street and Myrtle Avenue in
Westfield, which will abut
Garwood. He said that while he
does not think it is a particularly
nice development, the borough
does not have any say in that. He
did suggest that the borough
send a letter to the Town of
Westfield asking that the devel-
oper “provide a better vegeta-
tive buffer” between the new de-
velopment and the Garwood line.

Mr. Guarriello added that the
drainage system will feed into
the Garwood Brook and that it
should reduce the flow of storm
water currently coming off the
property.

Alex Grohol of Myrtle Avenue in
Garwood, whose property abuts
the new development, said he
recently attended a Westfield
Town Council meeting and felt
that Garwood could have taken a
more active role in objecting to
this development.

Mr. Grohol suggested that the
borough file an objection to
Westfield’s zoning ordinances at
the Monday, June 10, court hear-
ing with Judge Frederic Kessler,
which Borough Attorney Robert
Renaud said he would look into
at the direction of Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi. He also asked that
the council take action to protect
his street, which is a dead end,
from increased traffic.

Former Mayor Dennis McCarthy,
also a resident of Myrtle Avenue,
said that in the past couple of
storms the Garwood Brook has
been full. He said that the bor-
ough had invested time and
money into improving the brook’s
flow through the borough and
said, “I don’t want to see all of
that undone.”

Councilman William Nierstedt
informed the council that the
planning board is requesting that
the council direct it to undertake
a study to determine if the prop-
erty on North Avenue, which used
to house the Garwood Paper-
board Company, meets the cri-
teria for an area in need of rede-
velopment.

If the area meets the criteria,
such as underutilization, vacant,
or blighted, among others, the
borough can then create a rede-
velopment plan for the property.

Council President Sara Todisco
said that it was her desire that
the planning board seek quotes
on such a study before the bor-
ough commits to it, as she was
concerned about the cost.

Mr. Renaud said council mem-
bers, “need to look at what hap-
pens at the end of the road be-
fore you decide to get on the
road.” He said that it is expen-

Trinity Episcopal to Host
Stroke Program Tonight

CRANFORD – The Trinity Epis-
copal Church will host a Stroke
Information Presentation tonight,
Thursday, May 16, from 7:30 to
9 p.m., as part of its Naomi Min-
istry. This program will take place
in Sherlock Hall at the church.

Free of charge and open to the
public, it will feature a presenta-
tion by Florence Chukwuneke
from JFK Medical Center’s New
Jersey Neuroscience Institute.

“Stroke is the number four
cause of death and the leading
cause of adult disability in the
United States,” said Ms.
Chukwuneke. Her presentation
will cover types of strokes, early
warning signs, risk factors and
treatment.

“Everyone should know the
early warning signs and what to
do when you see them,” she
continued.

The New Jersey Department of
Health and Senior Services, and
the Joint Commission, have des-
ignated JFK Medical Center’s
Stroke and Cerebrovascular Pro-
gram as a Comprehensive Stroke
Center. Its mission is to provide an
outstanding level of comprehen-
sive and specialized inpatient and
outpatient care to patients who
have cerebrovascular disease.

Trinity Episcopal Church, lo-
cated at 119 Forest Avenue,
Cranford, has been serving the
needs of Cranford area families
since 1872. The mission of
Trinity’s Naomi Ministry is to pro-
vide information about elder is-
sues and programs to help se-
nior citizens and their families to
make the best choices for their
particular circumstances. For
more information, call (908) 276-
4047 or visit trinitycranford.org.

Garwood Council Discusses Westfield
Border Development; Bulk Waste

sive to have a plan prepared.
Councilman Nierstedt esti-

mated that the study would cost
the borough approximately
$5,000. He and Councilman
James Mathieu both said they
oppose the borough enacting
eminent domain.

The council also undertook a
discussion of the date and cost of
the borough’s bulky waste pickup.
The pickup is set for Monday,
June 24, which is two days after
the borough town-wide garage
sale. The council made the deci-
sion to set the rate at $80 per
permit, which allows for the dis-
posal of up to 750 pounds.

Councilman Mathieu said he felt
that the date for the bulky pickup
should be moved to September.

Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma advised the council that
most of the phone calls her office
is getting are residents inter-
ested in the town-wide sale and
bulky pickup. She said that
changing it now, “will really, re-
ally upset your residents.”

Councilman Mathieu took issue
with the clerk “advocating” on an
issue. Mayor Quattrocchi told him
that she was telling the council
what the residents are saying, to
which Councilman Lou Petruzzelli
said, “The clerk’s input on this is
important.”

In other business, the council
approved a three-year contract
with the Teamsters Union which
will allow for salary increases of
1.75 percent for the first year and
1.5 percent for each of the re-
maining years. Councilman
Mathieu voted against the con-
tract, saying he has been going
door-to-door campaigning for the
Primary election and, “a lot of
people are hurting.” He said that
he cannot approve a contract that
calls for salary increases for all
three years, and would have liked
to see one zero-percent increase.
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