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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior pitcher Elena Scarano
tossed a two-hit shutout and
struck out 11, while allowing two
walks, and “The Big Four” pro-
vided the offense as top-seeded
Westfield defeated Cranford, 4-
0, in the quarterfinal of the Union
County Tournament in Westfield
on May 10. Scarano yielded only
a single to Allie Verilli and a
single to Kerry Wischesen. Her
two walks were to Wischusen
and Victoria Mettlen.

“The pitcher sets the tone for
the game, and she set us up
perfectly today. She did every-
thing she needed to do to make
us feel like we are always on or
toes, never on our heels,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Caitlin
MacDonald said.

The 15-4 Blue Devils totaled 10

hits, and “The Big Four” — Chrissy
Ferraro, Cali Chambliss, Julia
Criscuolo and Shannon Schaefer

— provided all of them, including
all four runs. As she has been all
season, Criscuolo was quite reli-
able at the plate and finished 2-
for-4 with an RBI, a run scored
and a stolen base.

“She has been so clutch for us.
Any time there’s somebody on
base, she’s calm, she’s cool, she’s
confident. There’s nobody bet-
ter,” Coach MacDonald said.

Ferraro, the leadoff hitter, went
3-for-4 with a run scored, and
Chambliss, from her No. 2 spot,
went 2-for-3 with two runs scored,
a walk and a stolen base. Schaefer,
who bats cleanup behind
Criscuolo, went 3-for-3 with a
walk, a stolen base and two RBI.

“She’s surrounded by really
good players, and she does a lot
for us of the finishing. The 1-2
batters try to set the table for
her. If she misses that opportu-
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nity, Shannon is there to clean
up for us, and sometimes Cali

does it before anybody gets a
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