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CHAMBLISS RAPS WINNER, 3B; CRISCUOLO RBI 1B, 2B

Blue Devils Dodge Bullet, Nip
Highlanders with 2 in 7th, 3-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opportunities knocked, perhaps,
twice for Governor Livingston and
few more times for the Westfield High
School softball team, but the Blue
Devils capitalized on their final op-
portunity to plate two runs in the
bottom of the seventh inning to edge
the Highlanders, 3-2, in Westfield on
May 7.

With the bottom of their lineup due
up in the bottom of the seventh, the
Blue Devils appeared to be in dire
straits facing Highlander pitching ace
Jordan Robbins, who had scattered
five hits, walked none and struck out
seven up until that time. But a ray of
hope peeped through when leadoff
batter Bobbie Snyder tapped a
grounder towards second that was
mishandled. A strikeout dimmed the
lights a little bit, but Elena Scarano,

Westfield’s pitcher, stepped to the
plate and hit a chopper that the short-
stop bobbled.

No. 9 batter Liz Fox lofted a long
fly out to right field, which allowed
Snyder’s pinch runner, Sarah Velez,
to tag up and dash to third base.
Chrissy Ferraro hit a slow spinner
back to the mound, and Robbins could
not get a grip on it in time. In the
meantime, Velez scored the tying run.
Cali Chambliss then tapped a looper
over second to bring home the win-
ning run.

“I was definitely nervous. That’s
an understatement. I was really just
looking for contact. There’s not much
more I could do. I just wanted to get
a solid hit. I was not looking to hit it
over the fence. GL’s a good defensive
team, so I needed a solid hit, and
that’s how you get runs. Our team
was fortunate to come out on top,”
Chambliss said.

“The one thing I told Cali was,
‘remember! This is you shot. This is

supposed to be fun.’ She had a big
smile on her face. She got a good
pitch, and Jordan is a crafty pitcher.
We were able to come through today.
We took advantage of one more mis-
take. It could go either way,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Caitlin MacDonald
said.

The Blue Devils finished with six
hits, and Chambliss finished 2-for-4,
including a triple, with a run scored
and an RBI. Julia Criscuolo went 2-
for-3, with an RBI single and a double.
Shannon Schaefer had a double and
Scarano had a single.

At the start of the game, one no-
ticeable feature had been added to
the varsity field — a fence with ap-
proximate dimensions of 200 feet
down the lines and 220 feet near
center. And in the top of the first,
Highlander Carol Goldbeck became
the first person to clear the new fence

with a solo blast to left-center. After
Kacie Worswick dropped a two-out
single into left, Scarano retired the
next 15 Highlanders in a row.

In the meantime, in the bottom of
the first, Chambliss drilled a triple off
the right field fence and scored on
Criscuolo’s slashing single to right.

“I was looking for contact again.
Jordan is a good pitcher. There’s not
much you can do. You just want to hit
it hard, smart base running,”
Chambliss said.

In the fourth, the Blue Devils had a
great opportunity when Schaefer
lined a leadoff single, but two infield
pop-ups and a strikeout fizzled the
threat.

Scarano’s streak ended with two
outs in the top of the sixth. Taylor
Hendrzak, after fouling several balls,
punched a single to left-center and
sped to second when the ball was
mishandled. Goldbeck followed with
an RBI double to center.

Trailing, 2-1, the Blue Devils had

the meat of their order coming to the
plate in the sixth. Criscuolo drilled a
one-out double to center, but the Blue
Devils could not cash in when the
next batter grounded out to second
and Robbins fanned the next.

Scarano limited the Highlanders to
a single in the seventh to provide the
opportunity for their successful come-
back. Scarano finished with seven
strikeouts, while allowing five hits
and no walks.

“Two really good pitchers today
and two really good offenses that our
pitchers had to deal with! Both pitch-
ers got the day today. They shut down
the offenses. We were lucky to ex-
ecute off one of their mistakes. They
executed off of some of our mistakes.
The teams were evenly matched. We
came out on the good side of it.
Hopefully, we will get to meet them
again in the county tournament,”

Coach MacDonald said.
“We do have counties coming up.

It’s going to be tough. We have a
really good chance of winning, and
we have to play tough against all of
our opponents,” Chambliss said.

Gov. Livingston 100 001 0 2
Westfield 100 000 2 3

HAGGAN, McNEELEY STUFF IN THREE GOALS EACH

Raider Laxers Overwhelm
Warren Hills Ladies, 10-6
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Physical readiness and speed played
a major role in the margin of victory
when the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls’ lacrosse team over-
whelmed Warren Hills, 10-6, on Se-
nior Day in Scotch Plains on May 9.

“They did not have a win yet this
year, but on paper, I believed we
looked evenly matched. Records
don’t really mean anything on any
given day. At times, I believe we had
more speed, we transitioned a little
better, we put a lot of pressure on
them offensively. We were out-pres-
suring them defensively, having them
turn the ball over, and we did a great
job on the draws today. It was a great
team effort on both ends for us,” said
Raider Head Coach Robert Rafferty.

The 7-10 Raiders, hungry from the
start, swarmed around and made life
difficult for the Blue Streak defense.
Junior midfielder/attacker Julie
Haggan and junior attacker Andrea
McNeely each powered three goals,
while senior attacker Elsa Leistikow
(2 assists) and senior midfielder Annie

Cannone flicked in two goals each.
Senior midfielder/attacker Haley
Regan contributed three assists, while
senior midfielder/defender Jessie
Klein and junior attacker Erin Weber
each had one assist. Junior goalie
Megan Welch recorded seven saves.

The Raiders defense hung tightly,
although the Blue Streaks did man-
age to net six goals. Carrie Ann
Calahan and Casey Brands scored
two goals each, while Meghan
Dempski and Rexi Rettino added one
goal each for the Blue Streaks.

“Our big thing is communicating
offensively and especially defen-
sively. Defensively you need to talk,
that’s one of the simple things to keep
the defense together. Offensively, it’s
a little more natural talk. Overall, we
did a good job,” Coach Rafferty said.

The Raiders dominated the first
half firing off 11 shots with eight
striking inside the netting. Within the
first two minutes, Leistikow launched
the first goal past goalie Emma Frost
(3 saves) on an assist by Regan.
McNeely stuffed the net three min-
utes later and Haggan, assisted by

Leistikow, fired a blistering shot in-
side the upper left post.

Calahan put the Blue Streaks on
the board less three minutes later.
McNeely, assisted by Jessie Klein,
answered two minutes later, and it
appeared as if the Raiders were on
their way to an easy victory. The
Raiders continued to control the
tempo and were rewarded with re-
spective goals from Cannone and
Haggan to make the score 6-1.

“We moved it well in transition, we
were able to get it to the offensive
side of the field, look for open cut-
ters. We were able to settle it down,
pass it around, keep your head up,
know where the ball is and get the
open shots,” said Haggan.

Brands scored the Blue Streaks’
second goal. Haggan notched her
second goal three minutes later and
Cannone found pay dirt once again
off Leistikow’s feed. Dempski pro-
vided the Blue Streaks their third
goal. Meanwhile, McNeely added her
third goal to extend the lead to 8-3 at
the half.
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING THE PINCH ON A BLUE STREAK...Raiders Erin Weber, No. 10, Julie Haggan, No. 2, and Alex Sullivan, right
front, put the pinch on a Warren Hills Blue Streak in Scotch Plains on May 9. The Raiders won, 10-6.

The Governor Livingston High
School golf team captured the Union
County Tournament championship
at Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield on May 9. The Highland-
ers finished with a total of 316 in the
field of eight teams.

The Summit Hilltoppers finished
second with a total of 323, followed
by Oratory Prep at 324 and Scotch

Plains-Fanwood at 333. The Westfield
Blue Devils, the defending champi-
ons, finished fifth at 337, while the
New Providence Pioneers took sixth
at 346, followed by the Cranford Cou-
gars at 359 and A.L. Johnson at 397.

Highlander freshman Ryan Davis
won the individual crown with a 74
and teammate Sean Keane, who tied
in regulation at 77 with Blue Devil
Brad Lankler, sank a birdie in a one-
hole playoff to place second. Lankler
was last year’s champion. Oratory

freshman John Felitto of Westfield
finished in a tie for fourth with
Hilltopper Bobby Moriarty at 78.

Raider Patrick Foti and Oratory’s
Dan Koomar tied for sixth with 80.
Highlander Joe Iorio, Andrew
Bowyer and Pat Beljan (Summit),
and Tom Urciuoli (Oratory) tied for
eighth at 81. Blue Devil Mark Hartzell
and Raider Steve Peterson both shot
82. Blue Devil Brett Ripperger shot
an 86, and Raider Connor Smith shot
an 87.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GREAT AFTERNOON AT THE COUNTY TOURNAMENT...Pictured, left to right, Blue Devil Mark Hartzell, GL
Highlander Ryan Davis, Oratory Prep’s John Felitto from Westfield and Raider Patrick Foti prepare to tee off to begin the
Union County Tournament at Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield on May 9.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING INTO THIRD...GL Highlander Liz Hendrzak slides into third base as Blue Devil Shannon Schaefer grabs the
throw in the sixth inning. The Blue Devils scored two runs in the seventh to sting the Highlanders, 3-2.

Blue Devil Netmen Top
Edison in Section, 4-1
The Westfield High School boys

tennis team defeated Edison, 4-1, in
the quarterfinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-
ment in Westfield on May 9. Scott
Thompson drew with Asa Britt at
first singles. Adam Green won 6-1, 6-
1, at second singles. Tyler Roth won
6-0, 6-0, at third singles. Justin Cafiero
and Ben Cymbala won 6-0, 6-1, at
first doubles, and Jack Siegel and
Will Kelly had a draw at second
doubles.

GL Highlanders Capture U.C. Golf Crown
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