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The first time is always the best. Or
is it, you never forget your first time?
Somebody once said that, but I’m not
sure exactly how true it is. I do know
this: the first time is always the first
time.

And for WHS, the first Union
County Tournament win came on June
1, 1963 – almost 50 years ago. And it
was definitely a memorable victory,
not just because it happened at Veter-
ans Memorial Field in Rahway. It also
came over Springfield (Jonathan Day-
ton), which brought a 22-0 record into
the game. It also avenged two regular-
season losses (4-3 and 6-0) to the
Bulldogs, who were a sports giant in
those days before Clark, Berkeley
Heights and Kenilworth split off into
their own regional high schools.

Westfield improved to 18-6 under
first-year coach Norm (Nemo) Koury
with the 10-inning victory. Junior lefty
Dennis Burke started and allowed two
hits and one run in the first six innings.
Team captain Jim Smith pitched three
scoreless innings, dodging several
threats, before Bill Richold retired the
final three hitters to end the game.

WHS tied the game in the top of the
sixth. With one out, Burke and Rob
Schram singled and Burke beat the
throw home on Dwight Davies’
squeeze bunt.

In the top of the 10th, the Blue
Devils finally got to Bulldog starter
Bill Kretzer. Ed Thorne reached on a
bunt single and took second on Smith’s
sacrifice bunt. A single by Schram
gave WHS a 2- lead.

“I don’t ever remember batting lead-
off in a game,” Schram said in an e-
mail last week. “But I guess Nemo
(Koury) knew what he was doing …
again.”

Schram stole second and took third
on Davies’ ground out. After Charlie
Widmer was intentionally walked,
Kretzer balked home the third run.
Dave Thompson was intentionally
walked, but Joe Wiendl delivered a
two-run double. That rally was ended
when Roger Doyle singled and Wiendl
was caught on a double steal.

Springfield threatened in the bot-
tom of the 10th, when Jack Apgar
singled and the next batter walked, but
Richold relieved and shut the door.

WHS turned over four double plays
in the game, with Davies involved in
all of them.

Springfield featured shortstop Apgar
and pitcher Kretzer, both all-county

selections, and Dennis Francis, all
members of the Westfield Post 3
American Legion teams of that era.
Apgar was such a good shortstop, that
Legion coach Norm Koury found dif-
ferent positions for Davies (2b), Billy
Myers (3b) and Nick Piscopo (lf) that
summer.

Westfield has gone on to win UCT
titles in 1966, 1968, 1978, 1986, 1987,
1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 2002, 2006
and 2012 – 13 all told, the most of any
school. Current coach Bob Brewster
played on the 1966 and 1968 champi-
ons, was junior varsity coach in 1978
when Pete Lima’s club took it all, then
coached the last nine champions. Oh,
Brewster was also in attendance at the
1963 game with his dad, Bob Sr.

WHS also came up short in the
finals nine times, losing in 1965
(Union), 1977 (New Providence), 1983
(Elizabeth), 1991 (Elizabeth), 1993
(Union), 2008 (Elizabeth), 2009
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood), 2010
(Cranford) and 2013 (Cranford).

Still, 22 finals in 60 years is not too
shabby, especially considering the
quality of competition, with all the
above teams, along with Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Linden, Summit and
Rahway.

And it all started with that first one,
a little more than 50 years ago. Mem-
bers of those ’63 champs will be gath-
ering at catcher Charley Widmer’s
home in Harrison, N.Y., this weekend,
to celebrate the big victory. No doubt
they’ll find time to rehash Post 3’s
1964 loss to Brooklawn in the state
American Legion finals. You remem-
ber … the one where Burke kept get-
ting squeezed by the umpire, and the
base ump changed his call on the last-
play out call at first … and …

THIS AND THAT
George Kapner’s tennis team won

its 500th match under his coaching
recently. Kapner came into the season
with 486 tennis W’s, and his team took
a 17-5 record into Tuesday’s sectional
quarterfinal against Bridgewater-
Raritan. Next in boys tennis coaching
wins are Tony Berardo (308), Sam
Bunting (268) and Bill Hansel (173),
which basically covers the sport since
1941, except for Bjarne Tonneson’s
year (1962) filling in when Bunting
took a sabbatical.

Speaking of coaches with 500 wins,
Brewster came into this season with
520. He’s been coaching 31 springs of
varsity baseball at WHS. With an 11-

10 record after Sunday’s loss, Brewster
is now 531-274-3 for his career. Sec-
ond-longest coaching reign was Noel
Taylor, who was in charge for 13 sea-
sons (1946-58) and had an 85-95-4
record. That’s the only two baseball
coaches with more than 10 years; Pete
Lima is next with eight years (1975-
82) and a 107-100 mark. Koury only
coached five years (1963-67), but he
was 90-29.

While the won-lost record (6-9)
hasn’t been what they had hoped for in
their senior year, Elizabeth Cusick and
Courtney Weisse both passed the 300-
point mark for career points recently.
The Stanford-bound Cusick has 251
career goals and 313 career points,
both school records. Weisse, who will
play at Dartmouth, has 189 goals, 112
assists and 301 points. The 112 assists
and 33 this spring are both school
marks. All the previous records were
held by Morgan Lang (’02).

Kenny Miller’s junior varsity base-
ball team will face SP-F in the UCT
jayvee finals Saturday, noon, at Kean
University. Miller’s 2012 team went
21-1, losing 6-3 in the county finals to
SP-F.

The softball team hosted Clark yes-
terday in the Union County Tourna-
ment semifinals and, if they won, will
play in the final Saturday, 2 p.m., at
Kean. Caitlin MacDonald’s club was
15-4 as the week started with a game
against always-tough North
Hunterdon.

The track teams, which finished third
(boys) and second (girls) at the Union
County Conference meet last week-
end, will be back in action today and
tomorrow at the Union County Track
and Field Championships at
Plainfield’s Hub Stine Field. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood swept honors in the
Watchung Division.

The boys lacrosse team, which
played Summit in Tuesday night’s
UCT final, earned a second seed in
North Group 4 and will host North
Brunswick on Saturday at Kehler Sta-
dium. The girls got a No. 4 seed in
North Group 4 and will host Old Bridge
tomorrow at Kehler Stadium.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Through Saturday’s games, A.J.

Murray is hitting .278 at Georgia Tech.
The sophomore first baseman has
started all 51 games for the Yellow
Jackets (31-20), and has seven doubles,
two triples, four home runs and 32
RBI.

Devil’s Den
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The First Time’s Always
… Well, the First Time

Raiders Grand Slam Tames Baseball Tigers
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were victimized with three stolen
bases, four wild pitches, a hit batter
and five runs were scored, as 11 Raid-
ers had stepped to the plate. In the
inning, Christian Zazzali (2-for-4)
lined a single to center; Lipshitz, (4-
for-5), turned a 3-1 sitting fastball into
a two-run double. Kevin Maxwell (3-
for-4) and Matt Marino each singled.

Linden managed to score a run in
the second when Santiago singled
and scored on Luis Rivera’s single.
The Raiders exploded with four more
runs in the second. Lipshitz and Brad
Alleman each singled, Maxwell
drilled an RBI double and swiped
second. Alleman scored on a balk call
and Maxwell crossed home safely on
a wild throw. Matt Ridge laid down a
perfect bunt single and swiped sec-
ond. Christian Isoldi laced a single,
sending Ridge home safe on a throw-
ing error to make the score 9-4.

“Over the past several games, we
haven’t gotten a lot of hits, so this
game sparked the offense up and
hopefully it will continue. We saw the
ball really well as a team today; their
curve ball couldn’t reach for a strike,
so we just saw fastball and kept on
driving it. It was a team win and that’s
a great win. It boosted everyone’s
confidence. We just got to keep on
rolling,” said Maxwell.

In the fourth, the Raiders pounded
out three more runs. Maxwell cracked
a single and stole second. Ridge added
a chop-and-run hit, and Isoldi delivered
a single, as Maxwell beat the throw at
home. Ridge scored on a passed ball
and Chris Colineri banged an RBI triple

to right to make the score 12-4.
The Raiders added a run in the fifth

when Lipshitz beat out the throw to
first, sprinted to third after Alleman
walked and scored on a passed ball.

Kevin Raszka drilled a long double
to center to begin the sixth. Colineri
walked and Zazzali tapped a single to
load the pods. Lipshitz stepped up
and delivered an inside fastball over
the leftfield fence for a Grand Slam,
ending the game.

“You have to have confidence, that’s
the main thing and I do have confi-
dence right now. I feel good. I’m

playing good. That’s all you can ask
for. I’m going in there, looking for a
fastball and when I find it, turning on
it like I can. See the ball, hit the ball;
that’s all I can say,” said Lipshitz.

“We have a very good team. I like
this team a lot and this is a team that
reminds me of 2009, 2010. We have a
lot of young guys, (seven underclass-
men) they’re hungry, they want to
work, want to get better and they keep
on getting better each game,” Coach
Baylock concluded.

Linden 310 000 4
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 540 314 17

Blue Devils Beat Cougars, 4-0
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set the table for her. If she misses that
opportunity, Shannon is there to clean
up for us, and sometimes Cali does it
before anybody gets a chance. Those
three together are a tough fit,” Coach
MacDonald said.

The Blue Devils scored a run on
three hits and Rebecca Kaufman’s
RBI groundout in the first inning but
did leave two runners stranded. In the
second, the Blue Devils had the bases
loaded, but Cougar pitcher Julie
Siragusa found a way to escape the
inning. Schaeffer and Natalie Tupper
were on base in the third inning with
one out, but Siragusa fanned the next
two batters to escape once again.

In the fourth, Ferraro slapped a one-
out single just out of the reach of short-
stop Verrilli then Chambliss plopped a
single into leftfield. Criscuolo grounded
into a force play at second and Schaefer
drilled an RBI single off Siragusa’s foot
to put two more runners on base. But

Siragusa struck out the next batter in
minimize damage.

“Julie is a good pitcher. She’s, if not
the best, one of the top couple in the
county. As soon as she gets runners on
base, she games up. She does what she
needs to do to get the next out. She’s
done that to us all season. She’s done
that to everybody all season. She was
able to make a lot of plays in the field
to help herself out, had some key
strikeouts. We just did the little bit we
needed to do when she gave us any-
thing,” Coach MacDonald said.

The Blue Devils added some insur-
ance in the sixth. Chambliss hopped a
single past short and stole second.
Chriscuolo chopped an RBI single into
center and advanced to second on a
throw to home plate as Chambliss
scored. Schaefer brought in the fourth
run with a looping RBI single into right.
Cranford 000 000 0 0
Westfield 100 102 x 4

Fred Lecomte for The Leader and The Times
GAME OVER...Raider Zach Lipshitz
trots home after smashing a grand slam
to end the game in the sixth inning.

View Thousands of Homes Online

Mountainside $1,149,000
Extraordinary, renovated 1917 Georgian Col w/ 5
luxurious bdrm suites & gourmet kit on a cul-de-
sac. Easy NYC commute.

Agent: Jennifer Colamedici MLS: 2991567

Warren $540,000
Perched on a beautifully landscaped 2+ acres this
updated 3 BR, 2 bath ranch offers wonderful views
from every window.

Agent: Cathy Splinter MLS: 3027373

Scotch Plains $375,000
Move-in condition Split w/ hdwd flrs, newer kit &
bth, FDR w/sliders to deck/fenced yrd, MBR w/
double closets & CAC.

Agent: Nancy Jean Walker MLS: 3031742

Westfield $869,000
Spac Col, Fam Rm & cust designed kit add
'03 w/Viking appls, LRw/fpl, fin 3rd flr &
bsmt rec rm, nice yard, conv loc close to all.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3020344

Scotch Plains $869,900
Beautiful Col completely rebuilt & renov in
2002. Open flr plan w/lrg rms. Fenced yrd
on wooded lot. Close to NY trans.

Agent: Janice Kodatt MLS: 3031999

Mountainside $625,000
Move-in cond 3BR ranch w/view of Watchung
Mts. Updt kit w/peg fl, updt bths, 2 fpls, HW
flrs, CAC. Co-Agent: Jill Skibinsky

Agent: Lois Berger MLS: 3031049

Scotch Plains $849,000
Stunning Center Hall Colonial home situated
on park-like property! Completely renovated
4BR/3.1BA w/ high end amenities.

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 3016966

Westfield $1,395,000
Exquisite English Col on nearly 1/2 an acre
w/many recent updts,flowing flr plan,MBR w/
new bath & lrg dressing rm/WIC.

Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 3007211

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 5/19 •1-4PM
16 Forest Drive

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE PUTOUT...Cougar first baseman Victoria Mettlen gets the
throw in time to get Blue Devil base runner Lizzy Fox, No. 7, in the fifth inning.


