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Cougars Defeat Blue Devils for UCT Crown
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and an RBI in four at-bats.
“I wasn’t trying to do too much. I

just wanted to get a couple of hits,
some runs in,” Folinusz said.

Leadoff batter Tommy Trotter went
3-for-4 with an RBI and a run scored.
Alex Plick had a pair of singles, a run
scored and an RBI. Andrew
DiFrancesco had a two-run single.
Williamson singled, walked and
scored once. Albert Garguilo had two
RBI and a run scored. Sean Feeney
had an RBI sacrifice fly, Jake Forrestal
added a pair of sacrifice bunts and
scored a run, and Brian Carino singled
and scored.

“When you get the horse on the
mound, Ryan Williamson, they are as
good as anybody with him on the
mound. The catcher [Folinusz] is
outstanding. They all play their roles
and they do a good job,” Coach
Brewster said.

Williamson initiated a double play
in the sixth inning, involving Feeney
at short, then Feeney initiated a double
play in the seventh, with the help of
second baseman Forrestal.

“We were fortunate to turn the
double plays today. We got the ground
ball. Feeney and Jake are a great
combo,” Williamson said.

“That’s a plus! Everyone is really
good. Everybody gives it their all.
Everybody makes diving plays. Ev-
eryone wants to win,” Folinusz said.

The Cougars scored once in the
second when Folinusz and
Williamson singled, Forrestal put
down a sac bunt and Garguilo added
an RBI groundout. But the tight con-
test was loosened abruptly in the
fourth when Folinusz, pinch runner
Bobby Bruns, Forrestal and Garguilo
scuffed the plate.

Three runs of topping was added in
the sixth. Carino led off with a single
and Plick followed with a bunt single.
Trotter singled, DiFrancesco
scribbled his two-run single past short
and Folinusz slashed an RBI double
to right.

“We love playing here. We won
football here. We won counties here
in baseball. Everyone really came out
to play today, like we normally do.

Our plan coming out was to get Ryan
a couple of runs, because he can stop
pretty much anyone. It feels good!
We have a couple of more games to
win,” Folinusz said.

“We are obviously nowhere near
where as good as we need to be. We
are going to take it one game at a time.
We were fortunate to win this ball
game today. We played as a team. We
got timely hitting and made the plays
getting 21 outs,” Williamson said.

“They play baseball the way it’s
supposed to be played. Two double
plays the last two innings! That’s
good baseball! They get all the little
hits. They are very good at taking
advantage of other teams’ mistakes
all the time. Early in the game, we had
second and third one out, and we got
nothing. Then they scored a couple of
runs. They are very good at situ-
ational hitting, They don’t make mis-
takes. That’s the bottom line “ Coach
Brewster said.
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LIPSHITZ 4-FOR-5, 7 RBI CICCARINO RETIRES 11 OF14

Raiders’ Grand Slam in Sixth
Tames Baseball Tigers, 17-4

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore Zack Lipshitz’s grand
slam home run in the sixth inning,
along with senior relief pitcher Chris
Ciccarino’s four-inning, one-hit
pitching performance earned the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
baseball team a 17-4 victory over
visiting Linden on May 7.

Raider starter, sophomore Garrett
Zito, ran into trouble early when he
yielded the Tigers four runs on four
hits, while striking out one batter and
walking two in two innings. Ciccarino
relieved and yielded just one walk in
addition to his one hit, while striking
out four batters.

“I just try to throw everything for

strikes, get ahead of the batters, mix
up the pitches with the curveball and
fastball and keep them off balance;
let my fielders make the play as I was
confident they could do that. I knew
we had the lead; knew we didn’t want
them on base the easy way with walks,
so I wanted to pound the strike zone.
I had the one walk but felt I did a good
job of keeping the ball in the strike
zone, making them hit it, earning
their way on,” said Ciccarino.

“Losing Sunday, it was a tough loss,
and coming in yesterday, really play-
ing flat and again taking a loss against
Summit. These guys gave us a run for
our money last week, and we knew we
had a battle today. We just tried to
regroup, get ourselves back on track,

so we can get focusing on getting
ready for state tournament in a couple
of weeks. We came up big today, we
had some good pitching, we finally
put the ball in play, we had some really
good swings and scored some runs,
which made it easy for our pitchers,”
said Raider Head Coach Tom Baylock.

The 5-13 Tigers got the best of the
Raiders with three runs in the first on
a double by TJ Santiago, an RBI
single from Luis Rivera, two walks,
two stolen bases, a throwing error
and a passed ball.

The 12-6 Raiders inserted a little
“Billy Ball” in the bottom of the in-
ning, which caused the Tigers’ defen-
sive focusing to collapse. The Tigers
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Mountainside. 1st floor living, beautiful 12 room, 5 bedroom, 3 newer full bath expanded ranch
with spacious rooms, great flow, and many updates. Much larger than it appears. Exquisitely
landscaped for privacy creating an absolute backyard paradise with gazebo, recirculating pond
with waterfalls, in ground pool, and large patio with pergola richly covered with mature honeysuckle.
The entrance foyer with skylight opens to a gracious living room with fireplace, formal dining
room, updated kitchen , family room, sunroom. 1st floor master bedroom with bath, office/bedroom
and hallway bath. The second floor offers three additional bedrooms, full bath and walk-in storage
area. The finished basement has media room, rec room and outside entrance.      $769,000.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE THROW FROM THE CATCHER...Blue Devil shortstop Matt Storcks catches the throw but is too late
to put the tag on Cougar Tommy Trotter who stole second base.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STIRRING UP A CLOUD OF DUST...Raider Kevin Maxwell, No. 33, stirs up a cloud of dust as he scores against the Linden
Tigers in Scotch Plains on May 7. The Raiders thumped the Tigers, 17-4.


