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WILLIAMSON FIRES 4-HITTER; FOLINUSZ 3 HITS, 2 RUNS

Cougars Shut Out Blue Devils
For UCT Baseball Crown, 8-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior pitcher Ryan Williamson
did what he had been doing all sea-
son, tossing shutouts, when he per-
mitted just four hits and walked four,
while striking out seven to guide the
top-seeded, No. 2 ranked, Cranford
High School baseball team to an 8-0
victory over third-seeded Westfield
at Kean University in Union on May
12 to earn its eighth Union County
Tournament (UCT) title.

Last year, the Blue Devils defeated
Union, 13-3, in five innings at Will-
iams Field in Elizabeth to earn their
13th UCT title. Two years ago, the
Cougars defeated Governor
Livingston, 14-1, in five innings also
at Kean University for the UCT title.

Tyler Bowman had two of the Blue
Devils’ hits, and Chris Arena and
Mike Ionta provided the other two

hits. Ionta, Anthony Perconte, Eric
Demers and Quinn Dursee each re-
ceived a base-on-balls and Liam
Devin managed to reach first base on
an error. In all situations with a run-
ner on first, Williamson had them
nudging back toward first when he
was ready to deliver his pitch.

“I try to change up my look, vary it
to keep them honest on first base, so
they don’t run on me. I guess it’s just
the way I look at them and my leg
kick. Everyone thinks that I am com-
ing over,” Williamson explained.

“Thursday night we had a game
and we got picked off first twice in
one game, so that was sort of in our
mind. I know he’s got a good move,
because I have seen him throw. I saw
it last year in the state tournament. He
had a great pickoff move, plus when
we were on base, we were behind, so
you can’t just take advantage of

things,” Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster said.

The Blue Devils’ best chance of
scoring came in the top of the second
when Arena and Bowman both
singled and were on third and sec-
ond, respectively, with one man out,
but Williamson buckled down and
struck out the next two batters. He
did allow a single to Ionta in the third,
but he got very stingy after that, yield-
ing just a single to Bowman in the
seventh.

“Early on in the game, I wasn’t
getting ahead on the batters, but to-
wards the middle of the game I was
getting ahead,” said Williamson, who
improved to 7-0 and gave up only
two earned runs all season.

The Cougars put together 11 hits,
and catcher Chris Folinusz led with
two doubles, a single, two runs scored FLAHERTY 3 GOALS, 3 ASSTS; ARNOLD 4 GOALS, ASST

Blue Devils Unsettle Pioneers
In UCT Boys Lax Semis, 17-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Coming together as a single unit
has been the primary goal of the
Westfield High School boys lacrosse
team’s coaching staff this season
and that accomplishment seemed to
have gotten much closer when the
second-seeded Blue Devils unsettled
the third-seeded New Providence
Pioneers, 17-3, in the semifinal round

of the Union County Tournament
(UCT) at A.L. Johnson field in Clark
on May 9.

Seven attackers and midfielders got
into the scoring act and kept the ball
circling around the 12-3 Pioneers’
goal area, firing off 40 shots at goalie
Brian Valerio, who made 23 saves. In
the meantime, the Blue Devils’ start-
ing defense of Mike Fitzhenry, Chris-
tian Burgdorf and Jackson Simcox,

limited New Providence to just eight
shots, and goalkeeper Garrett
Williamson finished with five saves.

The 10-4 Blue Devils led in ground
balls, 46-23, and face-off specialist
Kyle Hewett, who won every face-
off except one on a procedure call,
led with 12. Senior midfielder Jack
Colwell had six and senior attacker
Jack Flaherty had five.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SCARANO TOSSES 2-HITTER, STRIKES OUT 11 COUGARS

Blue Devils Shut Out Cougars
In UCT Semifinal Softball, 4-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior pitcher Elena Scarano tossed
a two-hit shutout and struck out 11,
while allowing two walks, and “The
Big Four” provided the offense as  top-
seeded Westfield defeated Cranford, 4-
0, in the quarterfinal of the Union
County Tournament in Westfield on
May 10. Scarano yielded only a single
to Allie Verilli and a single to Kerry
Wischesen. Her two walks were to
Wischusen and Victoria Mettlen.

“The pitcher sets the tone for the
game, and she set us up perfectly
today. She did everything she needed
to do to make us feel like we are
always on or toes, never on our heels,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Caitlin
MacDonald said.

The 15-4 Blue Devils totaled 10
hits, and “The Big Four” — Chrissy
Ferraro, Cali Chambliss, Julia
Criscuolo and Shannon Schaefer —
provided all of them, including all
four runs. As she has been all season,
Criscuolo was quite reliable at the
plate and finished 2-for-4 with an
RBI, a run scored and a stolen base.

“She has been so clutch for us. Any
time there’s somebody on base, she’s
calm, she’s cool, she’s confident.
There’s nobody better,” Coach
MacDonald said.

Ferraro, the leadoff hitter, went 3-
for-4 with a run scored, and Chambliss,
from her No. 2 spot, went 2-for-3 with
two runs scored, a walk and a stolen
base. Schaefer, who bats cleanup be-
hind Criscuolo, went 3-for-3 with a
walk, a stolen base and two RBI.

“She’s surrounded by really good
players, and she does a lot for us of
the finishing. The 1-2 batters try to
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PRODUCTIVE DAY IN SCORING...Blue Devil attacker Nick Arnold netted four goals and added an assist in the Union
County Tournament semifinal against New Providence at A.L. Johnson in Clark.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLOWING INTO THIRD BASE...Cougar Chris Folinusz plows into third base in the fourth inning as Blue Devil Eric
Demers tries to get control of the ball. The Cougars defeated Westfield, 8-0, to claim the Union County Tournament title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE THROW A LITTLE LATE...Cougar catcher Morgan Ferritti gets the throw a little late as Blue Devil Cali
Chambliss slides home in the sixth inning for the third run of the game. The Blue Devils shut out the Cougars, 4-0.
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