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HERO...Westfield Police Officer Nick Bruno presents SS Dick Scott with a
Westfield PBA sweatshirt.  Also pictured is Sue Scott. Two weeks ago, Nick saved
Dick’s life. See letter on page 4.

Jim Mathieu: My Record on The
Garwood Borough Council

In order to help Garwood’s voters
make their decision in the June 4th
Republican Primary, I wish to highlight
my record during my last two-and-a
half years on Garwood’s Borough Coun-
cil. In particular, I have kept my 2010
election-year promise never to vote for
a tax increase while on Council. It is
rather sad that a politician keeping his
promise should qualify as a distinction
in today’s society, but that seems to be
the case. I have included some of the
major decisions I have made and votes
I have taken below. All I ask is that
Garwood’s Republican voters consider
my record and cast their votes based
upon it. Rather than wax on eloquently
about how noble my intentions have
been, I believe it is the results of my
actions and my voting record for which
I must be held accountable.

During my term on Council, I discov-
ered that our non-union borough em-
ployees were not paying 1.5 percent of
their salaries toward their healthcare cov-
erage as required by state law. Unfortu-
nately, I had to publicize this fact as our
elected administration was afraid to rem-
edy it without a little public encourage-
ment. In addition, I lead the charge to
repeal the secret “Best of the Best” ordi-
nance that gave our non-union employ-
ees the higher of whichever raise our
DPW or PBA unions negotiated each
year. This ordinance was unpublished
and was nowhere to be found on our
borough’s website. I had to ask for it at
a public Council meeting before our
residents and the press just to be able to
read its provisions. Ultimately, that law
was repealed by a unanimous Council of
three Democrats and three Republicans.

Along with our Democrat Council
President, I lead a bipartisan group of
two Democrats and two Republicans to
repeal future longevity benefits for our
non-union employees. This longevity
provision gave employees bonuses just
for putting in more years with our bor-
ough without any regard to their merit,
skills or qualifications. Now, our non-
union employees receive raises based
on their merit and the evaluations of
their supervisors, and, most importantly,
based upon Garwood’s ability to afford
such raises. Our Republican Mayor ini-
tially vetoed our first bipartisan repeal
of this ordinance at the end of 2011. In
2012, we were able to muster the same
bipartisan majority to overcome her
veto and repeal permanently longevity
bonuses for non-union employees.

Standing alone and without my Re-
publican colleagues, I supported a com-
promise plan to build our Athletic Field
Complex for its original 2007 price tag
of $2.1million using approximately
$700,000 we already had in the bank,

and grants and low-interest loans pro-
vided to us by the county and state. I
proudly voted against this project when
the price tag ballooned over 50 percent
to $3.237milion, and required a 66 per-
cent increase in our borough’s outstand-
ing debt. In the face of this ballooning
cost and debt, all other Council mem-
bers and our Mayor supported adding a
$75,000 kitchen and high-quality sid-
ing to the new field house and $6,500
for a bocce court. You just can’t make
this stuff up.

I alone also supported putting this
massive expenditure and debt increase
on the ballot to be approved by our
citizens. Alas, my five Council col-
leagues and our Republican Mayor dis-
agreed with me and told our voters and
taxpayers that they knew better how to
spend their money. Our elected offi-
cials kept telling our residents how great
this project would be for them, while at
the same time telling them they couldn’t
be trusted to judge its merits for them-
selves.

In my year as finance chairman, I
helped to deliver the lowest tax in-
crease to Garwood residents in years.
Although this increase of 2.8 percent
was in line with the average property
tax increase in New Jersey for 2011, I
still voted against this budget because I
believed we had not worked hard enough
on behalf of our taxpayers to cut spend-
ing and tighten our belts. Since the
Mayor replaced me with a Democrat
finance chair and appointed a Demo-
crat-majority Finance Committee,
Garwood’s municipal taxes have in-
creased 3.8 percent for 2012 and 3.3
percent for 2013. In fact, last year,
Garwood’s total property tax increase
of 4.3 percent earned us the dubious
distinction of the third highest tax in-
crease in Union County, clocking in at
triple the state average of 1.4 percent.

It has been one of the greatest honors
in my life to have represented Garwood’s
citizens these last two-and-a-half years.
At times it has been frustrating to be the
only elected official and only Republi-
can advocating on behalf of our
borough’s beleaguered taxpayers, but I
have never shied away from a fight and
I shall not do so now. I am therefore
seeking the nomination of my party on
June 4th in Garwood’s Republican Pri-
mary. Should I be given such an honor
by my fellow Republican voters, I
pledge to continue fighting excessive
taxes, spending and debt in Garwood
and to seize the opportunities for our
taxpayers Governor Christie’s biparti-
san reforms have made possible.

Councilman James Mathieu
Borough of Garwood

LaCorte’s Contempt for Citizen
Commentators is ‘Appalling’

Letters to the Editor

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

As one of the two citizens of Union
County that attended Charlotte
DeFilippo’s resignation [as executive
director of the Union County Improve-
ment Authority], otherwise known as
her walk of shame, I take exception to
the remarks made by Mr. Lacorte, the
county surrogate. There were many
statements made in her praise by her
minions, but this one stood out.

Here is the soliloquy from Mr.
LaCorte: “It has been my observation
over the years that the most dangerous
people to effective government are
known as commentators. Commenta-
tors are those people who sit back and
take pot shots and cherry pick things to
make governmental officials look bad.
I didn’t really realize that until I got into
government…but on behalf of all gov-
ernment officials that are not just com-
mentators but rather doers, I want to
thank you for being the type of govern-
ment official that we would all like to
be, strive to be, and in our wildest
dreams. will probably never accom-
plish.” Go to www.countywatchers.com
to see the full video.

Mr. Lacorte, listen to you, such con-
tempt for the citizenry is both appalling
and outrageous. First, you seem to have
forgotten that commentators are tax-
payers. Taxpayers foot the bill for the
whole shebang and without whom you
can all go home. Second, the four Union
County citizens that regularly exercise
their civic duty to attend the Freeholder
meetings are only dangerous to govern-
ment officials that have something to
hide. Third, we do not sit back and take
pot shots. We do the research that ex-
poses the malfeasance. Fourth, if a gov-
ernment official should look bad it is
the government official that brings the
focus on him/herself.

I will not accept your assertion that

the Freeholders and/or Charlotte are
the victims when in reality the citizens
are the ones being victimized. The citi-
zens of Union County did not write
Charlotte’s outrageous $160,000 em-
ployment contract or agree to allow her
to work from home with no account-
ability to anyone. It is not the citizens of
Union County that took the money from
Musicfest, but could not get the pros-
ecutor to do his job. It is not the citizens
of Union County that exchanged sexu-
ally-explicit emails on county time, but
got the courts to squash their existence.
As one Freeholder stated: “that is a
personal matter” and not an infraction
to the workers manual. Come on, it is an
obvious personnel problem that won’t
be investigated due to party affiliations.
It is not the Union County citizens that
squashed an investigation into a former
Freeholder’s son for “allegedly” pawn-
ing county property and then rewarded
her with a cherry of a made up job. It
was not the citizens of Union County
who took generators home for personal
use during Hurricane Sandy while it’s
eight months and counting to see if they
will be held accountable.

As far as striving to be like Charlotte
and fearing to fall short, I only say set
your goals higher. The citizens of Union
County deserve better.

And lastly, a government that shows
such contempt for its constituents is a
government that has not constituents
but rather is an oligarchy that rules
unchecked for their own pleasure and
not the greater good of all. It is not the
democracy that I thought I pledged my
allegiance to and was not aware existed
until I saw for my own eyes how Union
County government comports itself.

Jim Buettner
Cranford

PUPPIES...At the Spring Fling on May 5th, Westfielders Samantha Paoletti and
Jacqueline Knapp with Mike Karnish and his dog Rumor raise money for
charity.  Samantha and Jacqueline are the founders of a new club at Westfield
High School called "WHS  Pennies for Puppies and Dollars for Dogs for The
Seeing Eye" – combining their love for dogs along with helping people.

Kids Today Are Violent, Less Socially
Conscious Than Any Other Generation

I am frustrated and furious. I hear the
bell tolling for America.

I have been a family therapist for
thirty-five years and what I am hearing
from the kids today scares me. I earned
my stripes in the 60’s on the Lower East
Side working the foreboding streets as
a Social Worker. The teenagers were
from Black, Spanish, and Chinese fami-
lies. I knew the violent gangs.

The kids today are more violent and
less socially conscious than any other
generation. They mock parents and
teachers and live by video games and
You Tube. They bully viciously. They
tell me “the Sandy Hook guy watched
too many videos.”

What infuriated me today was the
picture of a three-year- old girl holding
a rifle, and an eight-year-old boy with
an assault weapon, at the NRA event in
Houston.

Can anyone hear the bell tolling?
The rifle and gun manufacturing in-

dustry in alliance with the NRA’s upper
hierarchy teaching children about as-
sault rifles? Is that what we have come
to?

In December, I was in Argentina, in
Patagonia when the television showed
the massacre. The cafe owner, a Native
Indian, asked me, “Why do you people
shoot your own children?” I could only
cry.

Now as I watch the seemingly every
week story of a child bringing a loaded
gun to school, or some five-year-old
shooting a three-year-old, I am scream-
ing that no one is hearing the call.

Our congress is paralyzed. The anger
at President Obama is unparalleled and
can only be understood as racism. The
realization of the prophesy of Martin
Luther King Jr. lasted for a brief mo-
ment in 2008. Then it turned to hatred
and gridlock. We have gone retrograde
in our social development.

We started to go off the rails with O.J.
Simpson. Who did not watch a suicidal
OJ in the white Bronco, with a passport,

cash and a gun? ( A new psychological
profile for bereavement?) After the ver-
dict, Blacks in America were afraid to
say he did it. If they thought he was the
killer, that made them pro-white. That’s
how polarized we were. Thank Chris
Rock who said, “I think the niggah did
it.” It changed after that.

What followed OJ was the violent
TV reality shows.

Then came the glorification of vio-
lence and guns by rappers calling their
genre “gangsta.” It became the Ameri-
can fabric, as video game Industry make
billions teaching kids how to hijack
cars and shoot its owner. The role mod-
els from pro sports/entertainment are
arrested for carrying or using guns.
From Puff Daddy (Sean John) to Plaxico
Buress the headlines tell kids their role
models are armed.

Teenagers tell me they want to be
“hood.”

The profit mentality of gun manufac-
turers and its alliance with the leader-
ship of the NRA and its highly orga-
nized financially powerful lobby is now
an unstoppable force. The majority of
Americans want guns restrictions. NRA
says no. They defend the guns and not
the parents of slaughtered children.

My issue is not with NRA members,
as they are law abiding and respect
guns, but they are being manipulated.
They block reform, resulting in more
guns, more violence and the massacres
get bigger.

No other country that elects its lead-
ers has this level of violence against
children.

This was a country that took to the
streets to stand up to taxation without
representation, to the War in Vietnam,
for Women’s rights and for Gay rights.

It’s time to stop the gun madness and
our fixation with violence.

The bell is tolling, people, for you
and for me.

Ken Ludmer
Westfield


