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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900
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17 Watchung Ave.
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(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Letters to
the Editor

Kids From The Area Helped
Shore Kids With 300 Bikes

Paul Jackson Fund: Thank You
From The Bottom Of Our Hearts

Teaching Requires A Professional
Model To Avoid Being Failed System

UC College President’s
Facts Are Questioned
On Wednesday evening, May 8, I

attended a presentation at the
Westfield Library by Dr. Margaret
McMenamin, president of Union
County College. I have been an ad-
junct professor at the college for over
25 years and was there with some
other faculty to support the President
and hear what she had to say.

Unfortunately, there were some in-
accuracies in her statements. First of
all when she was asked about the
faculty. She stated that there were
179 full-time professors and 300
‘part- time instructors.’ There are no
‘part-time’ faculty at the college.

We have 365 adjunct professors,
who although they work part-time,
do not get any part-time benefits from
the college. Part-time and adjunct are
two distinct positions in higher edu-
cation.

Furthermore, when the President
was questioned about the LIFE
(Learning is Forever) Center courses,
which are free for senior citizens, she
replied that there has been no change
in the program, except possibly in
course offerings. That is not correct
since the entire LIFE Center was re-
cently moved from the credit side to
continuing education, and adjunct
professors who have taught for many
years in the program have been in-
formed they are ‘ineligible’ to teach
in it any more.

I did have my hand up several
times with a question regarding state
funding, but Dr. McMenamin chose
not to call on me at all. I just wish she
would get her facts straight.

William Lipkin
Parsippany

Our Local Heroes; Give Them
A Nod of Appreciation

As the child of a senior parent, I got
the call no adult child wants to get —
especially when you live on the op-
posite end of the country. On Satur-
day evening (May 4), my dad, Dick
Scott, formally of Westfield and now
a resident of Cranford, suffered a
complete cardiac arrest while out to
dinner. Thankfully, Westfield Police
Officer Nick Bruno was on patrol
nearby and within minutes arrived
on-site.

As a trained professional, officer
Bruno immediately assessed the situ-
ation and took control. He expertly
performed CPR for 12 full minutes
before resorting to his next option, a
nearby AED. Officer Bruno’s finely
honed training kicked in as he profi-
ciently applied two applications with
the AED bringing my dad back to
life.

In parallel, the Westfield Rescue

Squad was in-route with equally com-
petent paramedics who then rushed
Dick to Overlook Hospital where he
is now recovering. I spoke to Officer
Bruno today and as you might guess,
he unassumingly cited “if it wasn’t
me, it would have been someone else.”
Truly the sign of not only a terrific
and highly-skilled officer — also a
great American.

So let’s all continue to think of and
respect our police officers who not
only risk their lives every day and
remain highly competent, conscien-
tious and diligent, prepared to save
someone’s life every day. You might
want to give a nod of appreciation
every time you pass an officer. I cer-
tainly will be!

Mark Scott and family
Longmont, Colo.

Editor’s note: See photo on page 5

We would like to thank everyone
who helped support “The Shore Thing
– 2nd Wave, Bike Drive.”

On Sunday April 28, we brought
over 300 bicycles to the Jersey Shore
for kids impacted by Hurricane
Sandy. With the help of Sandy Fam-
ily Match, we were able to match up
bicycles to kids in need in the
Monmouth Beach and Union Beach
area. They are now able to have fun
riding their bikes to school and can
get back to normal.

Thanks to the generosity of so many
people in our community we were
able to do this in a short amount of
time. It was hard to keep up with all
the phone calls, e-mails and bikes
showing up in our driveway. Not
only did people donate their bikes,
but also many gave gift cards and
donations.

Sevenity-five new helmets were
donated by Susan Driscoll of
Mountainside Children’s Hospital as
part of the B Hard Headed program
to prevent brain injury by Safe Kids
at Children’s Specialized Hospital.

Groups of kids got organized into
teams and helped collect even more
bikes to help us out on this project.
Special thanks go to our friends in
Scotch Plains, Park Middle School:
Ethan Johnston, Jack Lynch, Liam

Hickey and Nick Pelosi. They were
able to collect 30 bikes in 14 days
through word of mouth, e-mails and
Facebook.

Matt Dell, Colin Heath, and Enzo
Lucarelli of Fairhaven collected bikes
in Rumson and Fairhaven to also
donate to the project. Employees at
GE Healthcare in Piscataway got in-
volved.

Lorre Korecky was a great help in
getting the word out to the media
(The Westfield Leader) as well as the
Westfield High School PTO and our
high school newspaper Hi’s Eye. We
got support and guidance from our
Westfield High School Principal,
Peter Renwick, and Community Ser-
vice Club advisor, Warren Hynes.

And finally, a very special thanks
goes to Youth Services America and
Disney Friends for Change. The
$1,000 grant enabled us to continue to
help the kids at the shore. We were
able to rent a 26-foot Penske truck to
transport all the bikes and also buy gift
cards so more kids could get a helmet.

It was an incredible experience and
we are thankful to everyone who
made it happen.

Andy Fromm
Danny LaCorte

Alex Fromm
Westfield

The Paul Jackson Fund would like
to thank everyone who supported our
first Giving Love… Giving Hope Gala
at the Grand Summit Hotel on April
19th. Over 170 people attended and
over $30,000 was raised. We were
thrilled that so many people came out
to support The Fund and make this
event a huge success.

We are deeply grateful to the many
merchants, business owners, and lo-
cal artists who generously donated
their goods and services. Your gener-
osity enabled us to provide a wonder-
ful array of auction items for our
guests. We are thankful to all those
who advertised in our program jour-
nal, and are enormously appreciative
of the many people who volunteered
their time and talents to make this
event the success that it was. We
could not have done it without you!

We thank our honoree, Dave Burns,
for always helping to promote and
assist The Fund, and we sincerely
thank Skip Bisset, for telling his very
personal story of how the Paul Jack-
son Fund’s assistance impacted his
life.

The Paul Jackson Fund, started 22
years ago to help Paul Jackson
(WHS’79), continues to assist fami-
lies who are in a financial crisis be-
cause of an illness or disability. Paul
passed away in 2009, but his spirit of
giving and helping lives on as The
Fund continues to provide hope, com-
fort and assistance to families in need.
www.pauljacksonfund.org

Thank you everyone, from the bot-
tom of our hearts.

Mary Jackson on behalf of
The Paul Jackson Fund

As a student, education is a corner-
stone for my life in the next six years.
After watching “Waiting for Super-
man” and “The Cartel,” and watch-
ing the news for years; charter schools
aren’t necessarily the house of elite
high school students and have not
performed, on average, better than
regular public schools. All success-
ful schools, private or public, have
features in common; a clear mission,
talented teachers, time for teachers to
work together, longer school days or
multiple, enriching, after-school pro-
grams, and feedback that leads to
continual improvements.

What the old debates have over-
looked are how schools are orga-
nized, and what happens in class-
rooms, hasn’t changed much since
the past century. On the whole, we
still have the same teachers, in the
same roles, with the same level of
knowledge, in the same schools, with
traditional and current technological
materials, and much the same level of
parental support.

This system is a chain of com-
mand; power resides at the top, with
state and district officials setting goals,
providing money and holding teach-
ers accountable for realizing prede-
termined ends. On paper, it seems
fair. Yet in practice this system does
not work well because teaching is
complex and is hard to direct and
improve from afar. The chain is ap-
propriate to simple work that is easy

to standardize; it is ill suited to disci-
plines like teaching that require con-
siderable skill and discretion.

Teaching requires a professional
model, like we have in medicine, law,
engineering, accounting, architecture
and many other fields. In these pro-
fessions, consistency of quality is
created by holding individual practi-
tioners accountable and improving
workers by building a body of knowl-
edge, carefully training people in that
knowledge, requiring them to show
expertise before they become li-
censed, and then using their profes-
sions’ standards to guide their work.
Much like the American Dream, as
each generation passes by, methods
are improved further.

With this in mind, American edu-
cation is a failed profession. There is
no single or standard knowledge base,
training is brief or nonexistent, the
criteria for passing licensing exams
are much lower than in other fields,
and there is little continuous profes-
sional guidance. It is not surprising
that researchers find wide variation
in teaching skills across classrooms;
in the absence of a system devoted to
developing consistent expertise, we
have teachers going through empiri-
cism and only their college education
to guide them with unknown results.

Patrick Lay
Fanwood

Thanks for Editorial on
Development Near GW

Thank you for the kind editorial
recommending that Westfield work
with Garwood to resolve potential
flooding issues from the new hous-
ing development proposed near the
Westfield/Garwood border.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Councilman

Noisy For A Month, Cicadas Not A Public Health Hazard
The Westfield Board of Health met

on May 6, 2012. We discussed the
impending invasion of cicadas. Al-
though cicadas are a noisy
nuisance, they are fortu-
nately not a public health
hazard and will be gone
about one month after they
arrive.

To protect children, the
Westfield Regional Health
Department is sponsoring
the “B Hard Headed” hel-
met safety campaign this
summer. Up to 100 free
helmets will be distributed
to children who ride bi-
cycles, skate board or roller blade.
For more information, please contact
Laura Scanlon, the public health nurs-
ing supervisor, at (908)789-4070, ex-
tension 4074 or
lscanlon@westfieldnj.gov.

You must license your cats and
dogs through the town clerk and get
them vaccinated against rabies, due
to the presence of rabies in the county.
An owner of unlicensed and unvacci-
nated dogs and cats will be issued a
summons.

Of  four recent dog bites, two oc-
curred when people went into their
neighbors’ backyards and were bit-
ten by the neighbors’ dogs, both of
which were unlicensed and one un-
vaccinated. Another resident was bit-

ten by a wild cat that had been brought
into the home. All animals involved
in a biting incident will be quaran-

tined for at least 10 days
Fifty-four retail food es-

tablishments were in-
spected in the last two
months, of which 48 were
satisfactory and six condi-
tionally satisfactory. I en-
courage you to be aware of
the mandatory inspection
certificate that must be
clearly visible near each
restaurant’s entrance. If you
have questions or concerns
regarding food or other en-

vironmental health issues, please con-
tact Ken Pincus, the principal regis-
tered environmental health special-
ist, at (908) 789-4070, extension
4072, or kpincus@westfieldnj.gov.

The Westfield Regional Health
Department Child Health Clinic im-
munization program was audited by
the state and was 100 percent compli-
ant. The health department completed
21 immunization audits of local
schools and childcare programs. Ini-
tial findings revealed 83 to 100 per-
cent compliance, which increased to
97 to 100 percent compliance after
review and counseling.

In addition, the Westfield Regional
Health Department will sponsor
health screenings with Overlook

Medical Center. Cholesterol screen-
ing will be on Thursday, May 23,
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., in the
municipal building and there is a $10
charge.

A free skin cancer screening will
be on Thursday, May 30, from 6 to 9
p.m., at the MAC Building I at Over-
look. For more information about the
cholesterol and skin cancer programs
and to register, please call the Over-
look Community Health Department
at 1-800-247-9580.

The health department is also spon-
soring with Saint Barnabas Medical
Center a free high risk lung cancer
screening program on Thursday, June
13, at 6 p.m. in the municipal build-
ing. For more information and to
register, please contact the Barnabas
Health Lung Cancer Institute at 1-
888-724-7123 or
www.barnabashealthcalendar.org/
sbmc.

Information about all of the
Health Department’s activities is
available on its website,
www.westfieldnj.gov/health. The
complete minutes of the May 6
meeting will be posted after review
and approval at our June 3 meeting,
which starts at 5:30 p.m. in the
municipal building.

Lawrence Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Board of Health

GWACC Supports
One-Seat Ride to NYC
I enjoyed reading your article, this

past Thursday, regarding the Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition’s efforts towards
a one-seat ride. It was comprehen-
sive, and explained the issue clearly.

The Greater Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (GWACC) has been
following the issue closely, and we
have communicated meeting details
to our members, and subscribers,
consistently, since the meeting, which
took place in Westfield late last year.

In the future, please don’t hesitate
to contact our office for quotes on
issues such as these. Our GWACC
members from Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Garwood, and
Mountainside would very much ap-
preciate feeling like they are “being
heard.” One-seat ride is something
that the GWACC supports, as a busi-
ness community.

Heather Robinson
GWACC Executive Director

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Croupade – A leap in which a horse

pulls his hind legs up under his belly
2. Yaffle – An armful or handful
3. Scopate – Having a covering of

bristly hairs
4. Graupel – Soft sleet or hail

PELITIC
1. Having no outlets or pores
2. Formed or made up of mud
3. Pertaining to the gums
4. Very rocky; consisting of many

rocks
CHIMINAGE

1. A woman’s dressing gown or negli-
gee

2. A snide remark
3. A toll for passage through a forest
4. A looking glass, small telescope

XENODOCHY
1. Hospitality
2. A reception room for foreigners
3. The act of living on dry food or a

meager diet
4. A study of aliens or foreigners and

their customs
SERPIGO

1. A narrow pathway; a foot path
2. An expert on social behavior among

ethnic groups
3. Any spreading skin disease, as ring-

worm
4. A film or slippery substance on the

surface of wet rocks, as moss

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CICADAS BUG ME

More Letters

Enabling Citizens’ Voter Rights Or
Disabling Documentation?

Last week Governor Chris Christie vetoed legisla-
tion that called for an early voting system in New
Jersey. The legislation would have directed counties to
designate five locations that would be open seven days
a week, 10 hours a day, for two weeks prior to the
Primary and General Elections.

The estimated financial impact of the system would
have been $25 million, which included costs associ-
ated with poll workers, polling machines, electronic
polling books, etc. In our view, this legislation is not
needed as New Jersey has a successful mail-in ballot
system is in place.

We question whether the early voting legislation was
written more for political reasons given that the spon-
sors include Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver (D-34,
East Orange) and Assemblyman John Wisniewski (D-
19, Sayreville), the head of the state’s Democratic
Committee. This was not a bipartisan bill, as no Repub-
licans voted for the measure.

Is it the goal of the sponsors to widen the time frame
and loosen documentation to get more of their support-
ers to the polls? Democrats have a 700,000-voter

advantage in registration over the GOP in New Jersey.
Supporters of the legislation point to voting changes

done in 2012 which enabled voters to come to locations
throughout the state including the Union County Clerk’s
annex in Westfield to vote early. But those expanded
hours were implemented because of the unprecedented
damage Superstorm Sandy had on New Jersey, particu-
larly along the Jersey Shore. Last year also was a
Presidential Election, when voter turnout is the highest.

We also question why Primary Elections were in-
cluded in this legislation. Primaries traditionally have
low voter turnouts. Why not allow any voter to cast
ballots in a Primary regardless of political affiliation?
Valid voters, but unaffiliated, should not be locked out.

A citizen’s vote is sacred and the process must not
become “undocumented.”

We also believe New Jersey should prohibit the
scheduling of school board referendum votes during
the dead of winter.

In our opinion, voters should make every attempt to
vote in person, with identification, at their polling
places the day of the election.


