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Dinerman, Manduca Running
For State GOP Committee

FANWOOD – Rob Dinerman of New
Providence and Victoria Manduca of
Fanwood have announced that they are
running for the Republican Party State
Committee as Union County’s represen-
tatives on the line “Republicans for Con-
servative Leadership.” The Primary will
take place on Tuesday, June 4.

They are challenging Westfield
Fourth Ward Councilman James Foerst
and Dorothy Burger of Summit who
been picked by the Union County
Republican Committee to run under
the “Regular Organization Republi-
can of Union County” slogan.

In a press release issued Thursday,
Mr. Dinerman and Ms. Manduca said
the focus of their candidacy is to ener-
gize the Republican Party in the state,
since the New Jersey GOP establish-
ment “made no effort whatsoever” for
the Mitt Romney/Paul Ryan ticket in
2012. Some of their ideas to engender
enthusiasm are: re-instituting a State
Convention, improving marketing and

GW to Re-dedicate Overpass
At Sat., May 25 Ceremony

WESTFIELD  –  Garwood is invit-
ing residents to re-dedication cer-
emony  of the Center Street under-
pass on Saturday, May 25. This re-
dedication commemorates the 50-
year anniversary of the grand open-
ing of the Center Street underpass
back in May 1963.

The civil works project was taken
on to alleviate the increase of train/
traffic accidents at the existing grade
crossing and to reduce the stress of
having the South Side school children
cross the tracks on their way to school
on the north side of the borough.

The Garwood Historical Commit-
tee is sponsoring this event and the
Celebrations Committee is funding
it. The hour-long ceremony starts at
11 a.m., unveiling the rock and plaque.
A re-enactment of the ribbon cutting
and the “children’s walk” will take

place where the same children walked
under the underpass 50 years ago.
Former Mayor George Casabona,
who cut the ribbon at the original
opening of the underpass, will again
take part. Any attendees will be in-
vited to share their reminiscences on
the original dedication of the under-
pass. After the ceremony the attend-
ees are invited for refreshments at
Borough Hall.

Anyone who knows any of the origi-
nal children who participated in this
walk in 1963 are asked to contact Bor-
ough Hall at (908)789-0710 or Linda
Koenig, chairwoman of the Historical
Committee, at (908) 789-0366.

There is a photo of the “walk” at
the Garwood Public Library for ref-
erence. The committee is also re-
questing original photos from the
1963 ceremony.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics
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BHTS Mayor Wants Secession
On Township Council Agenda
Berkeley Heights Mayor Joseph

Bruno said he discussions about se-
ceding from Union County on the
township council’s future agendas so
residents will know why he and the
other council members want to se-
cede from the county, according an
Independent Press report.

The mayor noted that the owners
of the average Berkeley Heights home
assessed at $303,684 will pay an ad-
ditional $201 in county taxes this
year, 7.64 percent increase, after
county taxes went up this by $1.1mil-
lion as per the 2013 county budget.

The township has until August 6 to
take action to get a referendum on
secession on the November ballot.

Councilman Bob Woodruff said it
would be possible for Berkeley
Heights to secede if Republicans gain
control of both houses of the State
Legislature in the November General
Election. Democrats control the Sen-
ate by a 24-16 majority and the Gen-
eral Assembly by a 48-32 margin.

Wisniewski Stepping Down
As State Dem Chairman

John Wisniewski has announced
he is stepping down as chairman of
the New Jersey Democratic Commit-
tee after three-and-a-half years. Mr.
Wisnewski, a resident of Sayreville,
also serves as a state assemblyman in
the 19th Legislative District to which
he is seeking reelection. His term as

chairman ends June 13. Mr.
Wisniewski, who replaced Assem-
blyman Joseph Cryan (D-20, Union
Twp.) as Democratic chairman in
2010, began his term as Governor
Chris Christie, a Republican, was tak-
ing office after defeating incumbent
Governor Jon Corzine, a Democrat,
in November 2009.

It is a tradition for the gubernatorial
nominee to pick the next chairman.
State Senator Barbara Buono (D-18,
Metuchen), the party’s presumptive
nominee for governor, says she will
announce her choice after the Tues-
day, June 4 Primary, News12 reported.
Clark Among Towns Reimbursed
From Over Billing By Contractor

The state Division of Consumer
Affairs (DCA) has distributed nearly
$160,000 in restitution checks to more
than 100 municipalities, utilities au-
thorities, public works departments,
and other public entities that alleg-
edly were over-billed by Jet Vac, a
Wharton-based company that sells
and services various types of equip-
ment including sewer cleaning, street
sweeping, and vacuum truck
equipment.Jet Vac allegedly sent in-
voices with hourly rates that were
higher than those permitted under Jet
Vac’s state contract.

Clark Township, which was the
only Union County to be reimbursed,
received a check for $1,782.

Dancer Wants Pics Released
With Names of Persons Arrested

Assemblyman Ronald Dancer (R-
12, Jackson) is pushing for legisla-
tion that would require photographs
to be released along with arrested
suspects names and addresses.“There
should be consistency,” Asm. Dancer
said in a press release. “If the public
is going to have a name, they should
have a face to go with the name.”

Gordon Rips Christie on
Property Tax Increase

Assemblyman Gordon Johnson (D-
37, Teaneck) ripped Governor Chris
Christie’s on the issue of property taxes
in a statement issued after Thursday’s
Assembly Budget Committee hearing.

“Net property taxes in New Jersey
increased 18.6 percent in Governor
Chris Christie’s first three years in
office, compared to just 6 percent in
the three years before he became
governor. The DCA (Department of
Consumer Affairs) commissioner
may describe Christie’s approach on
property taxes to be a ‘resounding
success,’ but the senior citizens and
middle-class homeowners burdened
by Gov. Christie’s property tax hike
beg to differ. The average residential
property tax bill is higher than it’s
ever been. It’s not a resounding suc-
cess. It’s a resounding failure.”

Bankruptcy Judge OK’s
Bonuses to Birdsall Employees
A federal bankruptcy judge has ap-

proved $728,300 in retention bonuses to
employees of the bankrupt engineering
firm Birdsall Services Group whose top
executives have been indicted on allega-
tions of conspiring to circumvent the
state’s pay-to-play law, according to a
Star-Ledger report.  The order autho-
rizes the company to distribute bonuses
of $500 to $15,000 per employee.

messaging, and leveraging social me-
dia to encourage participation by the
next generation.

On the last item, Ms. Manduca said
she would be conducting a Messag-
ing and Social Media course on Sat-
urday, June 22, from 1 to 4 p.m. in
Union. Anyone interested in attend-
ing should e-mail
vjensen@comcast.net for details.
Campaign donations are sought by
the campaign. Checks should be
made payable to Dinerman and
Manduca for State Committee and
mailed to: c/o V. Jensen, 59 Arlene
Court, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

“Primary election turn-out is typi-
cally very low, so Mr. Dinerman and
Ms. Manduca urge area Republi-
cans to please remind their friends
to vote in the June 4 election to
energize the party and turn back the
tide on Democrat domination of
Union County,” according to their
press release.
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Robinson-Briggs, Mapp to
Square Off in Plf. Forum

PLAINFIELD – Plainfield Mayor
Sharon Robinson-Briggs and City
Councilman Adrian Mapp, running
against each other in the Tuesday,
June 4, Democratic Party Primary,
will square off in a forum on Wednes-
day, May 22, at 7 p.m. in the Plainfield
Public Library.

The event is free and the public is
urged to attend and take part. Two
local civic organizations, FOSH and
the League of Women Voters-
Plainfield (LWV), are co-sponsoring
the event. The moderator is Dawn
Clarke, a LWVNJ vice-president, who
has handled a number of these de-
bates in the city but lives elsewhere.

Called a “forum” by the LWV, the
program will use LWV rules, such as
questions from the audience submit-
ted to Ms. Clarke in written form, and
time-keepers, Plainfield LWV Presi-
dent Rupert Crawford and local chap-
ter Treasurer Alice Logie.

Joylette Mills-Ransome, Plainfield
LVW vice-president for voter ser-
vices, is preparing a sheet with candi-
date biographies and answers to two
questions posed by the League to be
distributed that evening. FOSH will
print and distribute this.

LWV policy requires contested races
for forums. Thus, the Plainfield LWV
will hold a forum in the fall, which
includes the Democrat and Republi-
can nominees for mayor, Republican
and Democrat candidates for the city’s
Fourth Ward council seat, and any
independents for either contest. A sepa-
rate forum will be held for Board of
Education candidates, elected in No-
vember, and any recommendation
from the Charter Study Commission
passed on to voters.

The organizers have requested that
the event be recorded for use on local
cable access so those unable to par-
ticipate can watch the forum.

Those attending are asked, by the
Plainfield Public Library, to park in
the lot behind the library at Ninth
Street, or on the street, so that library
patrons can use the main lot along
West Eighth Street.

Rep. Castro to Give
Keynote at Dem Conf.
STATE -- Texas Rep. Joaquin

Castro, 38, will serve as the keynote
speaker at the New Jersey Democratic
State Committee’s annual state con-
ference in Friday, May 17 at Bally’s
Atlantic City. The convention begins
tonight, May 16, and ends Saturday,
May 18. His twin brother, Julian
Castro, is mayor of San Antonio.

UC Improvement Authority to Audit
Director’s Vacation Time Payment

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

COUNTY – The Union County
Improvement Authority’s (UCIA)
Board of Commissioners has an-
nounced it will conduct an indepen-
dent audit of vacation time taken by
Executive Director Charlotte
DeFilippo, with respect to the amount
of time which accrued and for which
she was compensated in lieu of actual
vacation. Ms. DeFilippo, who re-
cently announced her retirement, ef-
fective August 1, “has the contractual
right to compensation for unused
vacation time,” according a statement
released by the Authority.

The Star-Ledger reported that Ms.
DeFilippo received $150,000 in
payouts for vacation days she did not
take. Over the 10 years she has been
with the UCIA, she reportedly was
given additional pay in exchange for

273 unused vacation days. Her cur-
rent salary is $160,000.

“The audit will be conducted in
order to provide the UCIA Board of
Commissioners with more informa-
tion about vacation time during Ms.
DeFilippo’s period of employment.
Ms. DeFilippo has previously agreed
to reimburse the UCIA in full for any
discrepancies that may arise in un-
used vacation time sold back exceed-
ing her contractual allowance.

“Ms. DeFilippo has maintained
that the number of vacation days she
has earned equals the number of
vacation days she has used or has
been compensated for. If this audit
produces any anomalies, she will
reimburse the authority for any dis-
crepancy,” according to the state-
ment.

Sheriff’s Academy
Accepting Applications

COUNTY  – Union County Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich has announced that
the Sixth Annual Union County
Sheriff’s Youth Academy is now ac-
cepting applications for its 2013 sum-
mer class.

The free program is designed to
provide youths insight into the  func-
tions and training of law enforce-
ment agencies and emergency ser-
vices. It operates similar to an ac-
tual police academy for teens inter-
ested in law enforcement.

Students must have a minimum GPA
of 2.70 (B- average) and a one-page
letter of reference from a non-family
member. The two-week program for
middle school and high school students
meets daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
the John H. Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains. The class for 7th and 8th
graders runs from July 15 to 26. and the
high school class will take place from
July 29 until August 9. During the first
week of the program, the teens engage
in a physical training regime twice a
day while attending lectures on sub-
jects such as crime scene investiga-
tions and motor vehicle stops. They

also receive visits from representa-
tives of the military, New Jersey State
Police and the Secret Service.

The second week involves visiting
Sheriff’s Office operations around
the county including the K-9 Search
and Rescue Unit, the Fugitive Unit
and Courthouse Complex Security.

For information, contact Officer
Tara Halpin at (908) 527-4032. Ap-
plications can also be downloaded
at www.ucnj.org/government/sher-
iff/sheriffs-youth-academy/.

Applications should be sent to: S/O
Tara Halpin, Union County Sheriff’s
Office, Administration Building, 1st
Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, N.J. 07207.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHERS
NEEDED

Current openings are available
for freelance photographers to
cover evening and weekend
events. Photographers should
have digital cameras and com-
puter software capable of up-
loading quality, high resolution
color photos in .jpg format. We
seek community-minded, de-
tail-oriented photographers
with a professional demeanor.
Must be able to write short,
concise and accurate captions
and meet deadlines. E-mail
résumé and photo samples to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times

FEMA Has Paid $6.2 M
To County Residents
REGION – The Federal Emer-

gency Management Agency (FEMA)
has announced that as of May 6,
FEMA has received 22,366 applica-
tions from Union County residents
for damage from Hurricane Sandy.

A total of $6,230,018 has been
paid through FEMA; $5,301,456 for
Housing assistance and $928,562 for
other needs.

Westfield Board of Ed.
Discusses Goals for Year
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Board of Education, on Tuesday
evening, discussed board goals.

It was agreed by all board mem-
bers that communication among
board members needed to be im-
proved so that all board members
would be “on the same page.”

One of the issues addressed was to
find a way to discuss new ideas. There
is a new business portion of the regu-
lar meeting agenda, but rarely is new
business brought up. Board members
discussed having committee-of-the-
whole meetings, which would be open
to the public, but where no action
would be taken.

It was decided to establish a proto-
col to have a broader discussion and
foster a better understanding of is-
sues. It was also decided to establish
a mechanism or protocol to follow up
on board actions and assess how suc-
cessful they are.

The board regularly meets two

times a month and the meetings are
televised. Individual committees meet
separately to discuss issues covered
by their committee.

Following the meeting, when an-
swering the question of how much
time members are willing to give to
the board, Board President Richard
Mattessich said, “It is a significant
commitment to be a member of the
board. We’re fortunate to have nine
members of the public who take that
commitment seriously.”


