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JUNIOR OLYMPIANS...Members of the Surgent’s Boys Gymnastics team who
qualified for the Junior Olympics traveled to Portland, Ore. to compete in the 2013
National Championships.  After the preliminary competition,  four members of the
team including Thomas Walsh, Ben Norton, Eric Lung and Bradley Smith took a
picture with The Westfield Leader at the Portland Convention Center.

FW Recreation Announces
Art Related Summer Camps
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Rec-

reation Department announced the
addition of two new art related sum-
mer camps for kids for the summer
2013 camp season.

Both camps will be run by
Fanwood-based Picasso’s Basement
LLC an art enrichment program cre-
ated and run by art educator, Paula
Cohen.

The two camps offered will be
“Make Your Own Comic Book” in
July and “Art In The Park” in August.

Make Your Own Comic Book
Camp is for  8- to 12-year-olds and
will run Monday to Friday, July 22 to
26, from 9 a.m. to noon at Forest
Road Park in Fanwood. It will take
campers through the process of cre-
ating a comic book. At the end of the
program, their books will be submit-
ted to a comic book printer to be
made into a real comic book.

Other exciting activities at the camp
will be “Character Day” in which
campers may become their comic

book character and “Superhero
Thursday” when feats of strength and
bravery will be tested.

Art In The Park Camp for 5- to 10-
year-olds will be held Monday
through Friday, August 19 to 23, at
Lagrande Park in Fanwood. Differ-
ent art techniques and mediums will
be explored and every day will fea-
ture a new theme with matching art
projects.

On “Royalty Day,” campers will
make castles and coats-of-arms. On
“Pirate Day,” they will learn the art of
map-making, sculpt parrots, and dis-
cover a civilization. Other art themes
will be Outer Space, Cities, and By
the Sea.

For more information on either
camp, visit
www.picassosbasement.com or con-
tact Paula at
paula@picassosbasement.com or call
(917) 207-2301. Forms can also be
found on the Fanwood Recreation
Department’s website.

Photo courtesy of  Greg Ryan
SOARING TOGETHER…Seven members of Boy Scout Troop No. 77, spon-
sored by St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield, were honored during a Court
of Honor ceremony April 21 on attaining the rank of Eagle Scout. The new Eagles,
pictured above, include Austin Colish, Alex D’Amato, Farris Dwider, Vikranth
Eleswarapu, Tim Huber, Paul Lizzo and Kendall Reid.
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Stop & Shop
& Shop (then Mayfair Supermar-
ket) past 5:30 p.m.

Stop & Shop currently accepts
deliveries until 10 p.m. and would
continue to do so at its expanded
facility. Mr. Gasiorowski said the
1983 resolution was binding on the
board, and that Stop & Shop would
need to formally apply for relief
from it.

Stop & Shop’s counsel, Howard
Geneslaw, protested that he re-
quested any documents relevant to
the case six years ago. He said he
never received notice of this reso-
lution from the board.

Mr. Geneslaw also said the reso-
lution may no longer be relevant, as
sealed loading docks included in
the new application would elimi-
nate outdoor loading noise.

Planning Board member John
Bennett asked Mr. Gasiorowski,
“Could you remind me – it’s been a
few hearings – who do you repre-
sent?” Mr. Gasiorowski provided
his client’s name, although he did
not have Mr. Hughes’ address on
hand.

Mr. Bennett asked why Mr.
Hughes, who has not attended any
of the Stop & Shop hearings, had
not raised this issue earlier. “Mr.
Attenasio might not have been
aware of the resolution,” Mr.
Gasiorowski said.

Robert Cockren, serving in the
role as board attorney for the hear-
ings, asked both lawyers to send
formal written legal positions to the
board for review. Meanwhile, he
allowed Stop & Shop to continue
presenting witnesses.

Stephen Szulecki testified as Stop
& Shop’s sound expert. He explained
the complex modeling equipment
he used to develop an estimate of
noise impacts the expanded site
would produce.

Mr. Szulecki used measurements
he collected along with manufactur-
ers’ information to add decibel lev-
els for each piece of outdoor equip-
ment on the prospective property to
his modeling program.

The program calculates a variety
of factors to arrive at the maximum,
worst-case noise impact from these
sound sources at different nearby
“receptor sites,” or places likely to
be affected.

The noise levels produced with
all equipment running simulta-
neously at top output, and in the
most sound-conducting conditions,

would fall well within standards set
by the State of New Jersey and by
Westfield’s stricter local code, Mr.
Szulecki told the board.

Mr. Gasiorowski objected to Mr.
Szulecki’s testimony on several
grounds. He demanded that Mr.
Szulecki produce a document with
all his input data so that another
expert could recreate and double-
check the outcomes.

Mr. Szulecki submitted that he
did not have all the data in one
document and that the other expert
should conduct a separate study.

Further, Mr. Gasiorowski argued
that manufacturers’ information
cannot be relied on for accuracy
and said Mr. Szulecki should have
taken hand readings for all equip-
ment.

Mr. Szulecki replied that all
equipment presently at the site
would be replaced so that hand read-
ings were not possible; he said that
using manufacturers’ published in-
formation is standard practice in
his industry.

Mr. Gasiorowski also objected to
the board’s acceptance of Mr.
Szulecki’s report as evidence, stat-
ing that he had “never seen any-
thing like this.” “It’s not an exhibit;
it’s an opinion letter,” he said of the
report.

“Municipal land use law is quite
clear that the formal rules of evi-
dence do not apply to planning
boards and zoning boards,” Mr.
Geneslaw responded. Mr. Geneslaw
also said the board had already ac-
cepted previous evidence of a simi-
lar nature without comment.

At times the board asked Mr.
Gasiorowski to keep his question-
ing focused on the testimony at
hand or counseled him to take what
board member Bob Centrella
termed “a less hostile tone.”

“This is not a court of law; this is
a planning board,” Mr. Centrella
said. “And even if it were, I think
the judge would say that ‘cross-
examination does not have to be
cross,’” added Mr. Bennett.

Residents from Elm Street who
attended the meeting told The
Westfield Leader that Mr.
Gasiorowski was “very tough.” They
wondered how Mr. Hughes could
afford to hire Mr. Gasiorowski and
the cadre of expert witnesses he plans
to call. One resident speculated that
ShopRite might be involved.

Mr. Gasiorowski, a former Ma-
rine captain, represented one of the
45 grocery store owners who com-
prise the ShopRite cooperative in a
2011 case opposing a new Wal-Mart
development in Cinnaminson, which
was reported on by Phillyburbs.com.

Several articles in
RedBankGreen.com report that he
also previously represented an in-
town objector to a hotel develop-
ment project in Red Bank, though he
was being paid, legally, by an out-
of-town competitor. The case in Red
Bank led Mr. Gasiorowski to bring
several lawsuits against the Borough
of Red Bank over procedural issues.

The Westfield Stop & Shop hear-
ings will continue on Wednesday,
June 5.

Bd. OKs Prospect Subdiv.,
Day Care Center on Central

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Planning Board recently approved a
conforming four-lot subdivision by
Mark Angelo of 1053 and 1059 Pros-
pect Street, along with approval of a
new day care center on Central Av-
enue.

In August of 2011, Mr. Angelo’s
application for a three-lot non-con-
forming subdivision of 1053 Pros-
pect Street was denied by the plan-
ning board. The application was
formally denied for both storm
water and lot size variance issues,
however, board member John
Bennett noted that had the only
issues been the lot sizes, the appli-
cation would have likely been ap-
proved.

In the 2011 application, Mr.
Angelo was proposing that the
storm-water drain to Gregory’s
Pond off of Clark Street. The
Brightwood Homeowners Associa-
tion (BHA), comprised of residents
who live in the area and own
Gregory’s Pond, objected to the
application due to flooding and
drainage issues. The residents were
represented by attorney Christopher
Hopkins.

The property at 1053 Prospect
holds a single home and is classi-
fied as wetlands. While Mr. Angelo
has received a permit from the New
Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP) in order to
proceed with construction, he
needed to show the planning board
that moving the water that currently
collects on the property into the
storm-water system would not have

an impact on the surrounding area.
Following his denial, Mr. Angelo

filed suit against the Town of
Westfield and the planning board,
seeking relief from state superior
court. However, in November of
last year, Mr. Angelo acquired 1059
Prospect Street, upon which he
withdrew his lawsuit and refilled
the application with the town for a
conforming four-lot subdivision.

According to Town Engineer Kris
McAloon, Mr. Angelo hired a dif-
ferent engineer from his last appli-
cation who was able to “maintain
the existing drainage patterns” by
retaining drainage on-site and ty-
ing into public drainage. Mr.
McAloon told The Westfield Leader
that Mr. Angelo, “satisfied the
board’s concerns.”

Preliminary and final site plan ap-
proval was also granted for the con-
struction of a two-story child day
care facility with a turf play area at
751 Central Avenue, at the corner of
Central and Myrtle Avenue.

The property is owned by Vincent
Wilt, who is also the Planning Board
chairman, and as such he recused
himself from the hearing.

The property will house a Rain-
bow Academy franchise, according
to testimony given at the meeting.
Testimony was given by David
Falzarano, the vice-president of area
development for Rainbow Academy
which will be running and operat-
ing the proposed childcare facility.
He said that they will likely be li-
censed to accommodate 180 chil-
dren, with infants and younger chil-
dren occupying the first floor and
older children on the second floor.

ANIMAL HEALTH...Local officials joined New Jersey’s Lieutenant Gover-
nor Kim Guadagno, and officials from Merck to formally dedicate the
company’s new global Animal Health Division in Summit on May 15. Pictured
left to right, are: Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Freeholder Vernelle Wright,
Summit Mayor Ellen Dickson, Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, Merck Senior
Vice-President Dr. KJ Varma,  Merck Animal Health President, Rick Deluca,
Lt. Gov. Guadagno, Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), Asw. Nancy Munoz, Asm.
Jon Bramnick.

Authorities Probe Homicide
Of Clark Attorney

CLARK — The Union County
Homicide Task Force and the Clark
Police Department are in the early
stages of an investigation into the
death of a township man on Mon-
day afternoon, according to a re-
lease by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office.

Joseph Galfy of Starlite Drive
was found unresponsive in his
home around 2 p.m. on Monday,
according to Union County Pros-
ecutor Ted Romankow.

Officers were called to the home
for a welfare check and discovered
the victim, Mr. Romankow said. It
was considered a “suspicious
death” until late Tuesday afternoon
when the Union County Medical

Examiner concluded an autopsy and
determined that Mr. Galfy died as a
result of blunt force trauma.

 Anyone with information regard-
ing the homicide is urged to con-
tact Union County Crime Stoppers.
A reward of up to $5,000 is being
offered to anyone who provides in-
formation that leads to the arrest
and indictment of a suspect or sus-
pects in the death of Mr. Galfy.
Crime Stoppers may be reached at
(908) 654-TIPS or www.uctip.org.
Additional information will be re-
leased as it becomes available.

Mr. Galfy was a lawyer with a
practice in Rahway. He previously
served as Fanwood Planning Board
attorney.

Board Rejects Mixed-Use
Building on North Avenue

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Adjustment on Monday
night voted to deny the application of
440 North Avenue LLC for a mixed-
use building on the former site of a
White Diamond hamburger restau-
rant.

The board had a long list of appli-
cants whose requests had to be car-
ried over to the Monday, June 10
meeting. The meeting lasted almost
four hours, and was sometimes laced
with a contentious exchange between
the attorney for 440 North Avenue
LLC, Joseph Triarsi, and Board At-
torney Vincent Loughlin.

The applicant had sought to con-
struct a mixed-use building with the
first floor for retail use and the sec-
ond floor for residential in the gen-
eral business 2 Zone. Residential use
is not permitted in the GB 2 Zone.
Also proposed was parking under the
building, which is also not permitted
in that zone. The off-street parking
proposed to the retail component of
the project is also not permitted in the
zone.

Mr. Loughlin questioned a render-
ing of the building, which was pre-
sented by architect David Bailey. Mr.
Bailey said he did not do the drawing,
but it was similar to how the project
would look if approved. Mr. Loughlin
said the board could not vote on an
application based on a picture drawn
by a nameless person, who was not
giving sworn testimony. The render-
ing was withdrawn from the pre-
sentation. Other plans prepared for
the project, by Mr. Bailey, were
then used in the presentation.

The applicant wanted to erect a
mixed-use building with a retail
space on the first floor, along with
apartments on the second and third
floors. The application called for
11 rental units consisting of seven
one-bedrooms, two two-bedrooms
and two duplexes (second and third
floors) on either end of the build-
ing. The retail space would be on
the first floor along with a cantile-
vered driveway, which would lead
to the 27 parking spaces behind the
building.

Several people gave testimony
supporting the concept of mixed
use, retail and residential. Millicent
Brody, a local food writer, said she
has been looking for an apartment
for a long time where she can walk

downtown without having to drive
and park a car. She appealed to the
board to just look at Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Garwood to see how
the mixed-use concept is working.

Jeff Silverstein, a Scotch Plains
resident, also urged the board to
approve the application, as did
Downtown Westfield Corporation
Executive Director Sherry Cronin.

Mr. Triarsi stressed that the land
had “lain fallow,” in his words, for
many years.

The board took a 10-minute break
in the middle of testimony and or-
dered several applications to be car-
ried over to the June 10 meeting.
Those are the applications of Rich-
ard and Lynn Toner of 681 Dorian
Road, Robert and Delores Leone of
745 Belvedere Avenue, and Michael
and Alessia Liddy of 746 Belved-
ere Avenue, Robert and Theresa
Whitehead of 1903 Boynton Av-
enue, Douglas and Karen Luka of
637 Roosevelt Street, and Lisa and
David Schwartzenbeck of 792
Fairacres Avenue.

In the end, after a night of testi-
mony touting the benefit of the
mixed-use concept, the board voted
to uphold the zoning ordinance and
deny the application.

In other business, the board heard
the application of Joseph and Denise
Logozzo of 27 Stoneleigh Park, who
are seeking to demolish an existing
two-car garage, which was dam-
aged when a neighboring tree fell
on it during Hurricane Sandy. They
wish to replace it with a new two-
car garage.

The applicants also wish to re-
place portions of the existing pool
enclosure fence with an open
wrought iron-style fence and gate
contrary to code. The ordinance re-
quires a maximum height for ac-
cessory structures of 15 feet, where
the fence proposed is 17.5 feet. The
ordinance also requires a rear-yard
setback for accessory structures of
10 feet, where the proposed is five
feet. The ordinance also requires a
six-foot solid fence pool enclosure
and screening.

The applicants proposed a por-
tion of the pool enclosure to be a
six-foot open wrought iron style
fence and gate. The application was
approved with a provision that the
owners provide landscaping such
as shrubbery to conceal a portion of
the pool.

GW Council Discusses WF
Development; Bulk Waste

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Garwood
Borough Council discussed a re-
cently approved development in
Westfield on the border of Garwood,
moving forward with the possibil-
ity of designating a portion of North
Avenue as an area in need of rede-
velopment and upcoming bulky
waste pickup.

Borough Engineer Donald
Guarriello told the council that he
reviewed the plans for the develop-
ment of 16 units at Grove Street and
Myrtle Avenue in Westfield, which
will abut Garwood. He said that
while he does not think it is a par-
ticularly nice development, the bor-
ough does not have any say in that.
He did suggest that the borough
send a letter to the Town of Westfield
asking that the developer “provide
a better vegetative buffer” between
the new development and the
Garwood line.

Mr. Guarriello added that the
drainage system will feed into the
Garwood Brook and that it should
reduce the flow of storm water cur-
rently coming off the property.

Alex Grohol of Myrtle Avenue in
Garwood, whose property abuts the
new development, said he recently
attended a Westfield Town Council
meeting and felt that Garwood could
have taken a more active role in
objecting to this development.

Mr. Grohol suggested that the
borough file an objection to
Westfield’s zoning ordinances at the
Monday, June 10, court hearing with
Judge Frederic Kessler, which Bor-
ough Attorney Robert Renaud said
he would look into at the direction
of Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi. He
also asked that the council take ac-
tion to protect his street, which is a
dead end, from increased traffic.

Former Mayor Dennis McCarthy,
also a resident of Myrtle Avenue,
said that in the past couple of storms
the Garwood Brook has been full.
He said that the borough had in-
vested time and money into im-
proving the brook’s flow through
the borough and said, “I don’t want
to see all of that undone.”

Councilman William Nierstedt in-
formed the council that the plan-
ning board is requesting that the
council direct it to undertake a study
to determine if the property on North
Avenue, which used to house the
Garwood Paperboard Company,
meets the criteria for an area in

need of redevelopment.
If the area meets the criteria, such

as underutilization, vacant, or
blighted, among others, the bor-
ough can then create a redevelop-
ment plan for the property.

Council President Sara Todisco
said that it was her desire that the
planning board seek quotes on such
a study before the borough com-
mits to it, as she was concerned
about the cost.

Mr. Renaud said council mem-
bers, “need to look at what happens
at the end of the road before you
decide to get on the road.” He said
that it is expensive to have a plan
prepared.

Councilman Nierstedt estimated
that the study would cost the bor-
ough approximately $5,000. He and
Councilman James Mathieu both
said they oppose the borough en-
acting eminent domain.

The council also undertook a dis-
cussion of the date and cost of the
borough’s bulky waste pickup. The
pickup is set for Monday, June 24,
which is two days after the borough
town-wide garage sale. The council
made the decision to set the rate at
$80 per permit, which allows for
the disposal of up to 750 pounds.

Councilman Mathieu said he felt
that the date for the bulky pickup
should be moved to September.

Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma advised the council that
most of the phone calls her office is
getting are residents interested in
the town-wide sale and bulky
pickup. She said that changing it
now, “will really, really upset your
residents.”

Councilman Mathieu took issue
with the clerk “advocating” on an
issue. Mayor Quattrocchi told him
that she was telling the council what
the residents are saying, to which
Councilman Lou Petruzzelli said, “The
clerk’s input on this is important.”

In other business, the council ap-
proved a three-year contract with
the Teamsters Union which will al-
low for salary increases of 1.75
percent for the first year and 1.5
percent for each of the remaining
years. Councilman Mathieu voted
against the contract, saying he has
been going door-to-door campaign-
ing for the Primary election and, “a
lot of people are hurting.” He said
that he cannot approve a contract
that calls for salary increases for all
three years, and would have liked
to see one zero-percent increase.

to sell his used car inventory from the
location, though the service depart-
ment and all new car sales will cease
on Friday.

New Norris Chevrolet closed in
2009, after moving from the corner
of Central and North Avenues to its
final location on North Avenue in
1994.

Thomas Lincoln Mercury on South
Avenue, which opened in 1967,
closed in 2012 and the property was
sold to Surgents Gym, allowing for
its recent expansion.
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DWI Accident
record, service in the Army and Navy
and engagement as a Westfield cross-
ing guard, volunteer and coach.

Brian Sullivan, Ms. Currie’s
brother, told The Star-Ledger he was
frustrated with the ruling.

“I guess if you serve in the Army
and live long enough, you can drink
and drive as much as you want,” Mr.
Sullivan told The Ledger. “To kill
somebody and get away with it, it is
nonsensical.”

Mr. Rinaldo told The Leader,
“That’s not what this is all about.”

However, Mr. Palumbo said those
factors have a rightful place in the
discussion.

“The fact that [Mr. Casiere] was
an Army and Navy veteran, in World
War II and the Korean War…. I
think the life that he has led has to

be taken into consideration when
the judge is deciding what kind of
punishment has to be meted out,”
Mr. Palumbo said.

Judge Donohue’s sentence has gen-
erated a strong reaction among
Westfield residents.

Mr. Rinaldo told The Leader, “If
the public knew all of the facts and
circumstances of how the accident
happened there wouldn’t be as much
outcry as there is.”

Echoing Mr. Rinaldo, Mr. Palumbo
said Mr. Donohue had access to ex-
tensive background information
when making his decision, whereas
the public only has access to a head-
line.

Both Mr. Palumbo and Mr.
Rinaldo said their clients are deeply
remorseful.


