
FANWOOD – Law enforcement
officers from the Fanwood Police
Department will be cracking down
on unbuckled motorists and passen-
gers as part of the national “Click it or
Ticket” campaign.

Beginning Monday, May 20, and
running through Sunday, June 2, the
annual initiative includes high vis-
ibility law enforcement seat belt
checkpoints and saturation patrols,
as well as local and national publicity
designed to ensure that drivers and
passengers recognize the life-saving
value of seat belts.

“Using a seat belt is the simplest
way for a driver and his or her passen-
gers to protect themselves when trav-
eling,” said Gary Poedubicky, acting
director of the New Jersey Division
of Highway Traffic Safety. “In 2010
alone, seat belts saved an estimated
12,546 lives nationwide.”

Last year, the front seat belt usage
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LADIES NIGHT…Ladies attending Fanwood’s Girls’ Night Out on May 9 crowd the registration table to receive the
directory of businesses participating in the event, most of which offered free or discounted merchandise or services.

RIDE ON...On April 28, students from Westfield and Scotch Plains  brought over
300 bicycles to the Jersey Shore for kids impacted by Hurricane Sandy. With the
help of Sandy Family Match, they were able to match up bicycles with kids in need
in the Monmouth Beach and Union Beach area. Pictured are: Andy Fromm, Alex
Fromm, Ethan Johnston, Nick Pelosi, Liam Hickey, Jack Lynch, and Danny
LaCorte. See letter on page 4.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOODBYE...Lindeman Buick will close its new car dealership, tomorrow,
Friday, May 17, after almost 50 years at its current location on North Avenue.

Closure of Lindeman Buick:
End of an Era for Westfield

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — In its heyday,
Westfield was home to eight new car
dealerships, a place where area resi-
dents could buy anything from a Jag-
uar to an Oldsmobile within a short
distance along North Avenue. Now,
with the closure of Lindeman Buick
this Friday, Westfield will no longer
have a single new car dealership.

“My biggest upset about going out
of business was my customers and
my employees,” Thomas Lindeman
told The Westfield Leader. “I love
Westfield and I love my customer
base.”

Mr. Lindeman’s father, Frank
Lindeman, Jr., bought the business
from Union County Buick in June of
1964. Frank Jr. then hired his father,
Frank Sr., as the sales manager.

According to Thomas Lindeman,
customers still come in with stories
of, “what a character [his grandfa-
ther] was.” Mr. Lindeman started out
washing cars for his father before
working his way up to a sales posi-
tion and ultimately taking over the
business from his dad.

After making it through the Gen-

eral Motors (GM) bankruptcy, which
briefly resulted in having their Buick
franchise taken away, Mr. Lindeman
is now selling the Buick franchise
back to GM.

Mr. Lindeman told The Leader that
GM has been asking him to leave
Westfield for the past seven years and
move to a highway location. He said
that because he was not operating out
of an upgraded “big box” facility,
GM was penalizing him by charging
a higher cost for vehicles. Mr.
Lindeman added that despite his
smaller building, his was the highest
customer-rated facility in the tri-state
area.

According to Mr. Lindeman, most
of his employees have been with him
for over 20 years, and that other
dealerships have been calling to offer
many of them jobs because they are
an “incredible staff.” He said several
customers have come in crying since
learning about the closure and that it
proves that he and his staff focused
more on building relationships than
“big box” dealerships do.

Mr. Lindeman still owns the prop-
erty, and his intention is to continue
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Testimony Continues on Proposed
Expansion of WF Stop & Shop

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At a special
meeting last Wednesday, Westfield’s
Planning Board continued hearing
Stop & Shop Supermarket Com-
pany LLC’s revised application to
expand its Elm Street, Westfield
location.

As previously reported, the com-
pany plans to demolish two office
buildings it owns at 203 and 195
Elm Street and enlarge the
supermarket’s parking lot. The su-
permarket, located at 219 Elm
Street, would then be closed for
approximately five months for ex-
pansion and renovation of the build-
ing. The proposal would increase
the overall square footage from
35,426 square feet to 53,555, of
which 41,016 would be on the main

floor, and excludes the basement.
Last month’s meeting, slated for

April 3, was cancelled because Art
Attenasio, lawyer for a residential
objector to Stop & Shop’s project,
was ill.

Mr. Attenasio, whose practice is
in Westfield, was replaced by law-
yer Ron Gasiorowski of Red Bank.

Mr. Gasiorowski will represent ob-
jecting resident, James Hughes of
Massachusetts Street, for the re-
mainder of the application process.

At last week’s meeting’s outset,
Mr. Gasiorowski called the board’s
attention to a 1983 resolution it
made prohibiting deliveries to Stop

FW ‘Click It or Ticket’
Enforcement Begins May 20

rate in New Jersey declined for the
first time in 15 years, to 88.29 per-
cent. Mr. Poedubicky noted that the
goal for this year’s campaign is to
once again move the usage rate above
90 percent. “To meet our goal, we
must continue both enforcement and
public outreach efforts that educate
all motor vehicle occupants about the
importance of buckling up, every
ride,” he said.

Mr. Poedubicky added that the cam-
paign will focus on rear seat passen-
gers, as well. Despite laws requiring
adult back seat passengers to buckle
up, adult back seat belt use stands at
only 36 percent.

During the 2012 “Click it or Ticket”
campaign, 425 police agencies par-
ticipated in the two-week initiative.
As a result of the effort, law enforce-
ment officers issued 29,307 seat belt
citations, 4,951 speeding summonses
and made 861 drunk driving arrests.

SP-F BOE Sees Winning iMovie;
Discusses ‘Rising Star’ Awards

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Opening
the district’s first of two bi-monthly
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (BOE) meetings last
Thursday evening, members
watched a movie made by a Terrill
Middle School seventh grader who
won the recent New Jersey State
Bar Foundation Video Contest for
Middle Schools. The board also
discussed the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Repertory
Theatre’s nominations for the Pa-
per Mill Playhouse’s Rising Star
Awards.

The iMovie, made by Brianna

McGowen, 12, was called The Mis-
sion of Equality and Diversity. The
film was made for the state contest
through the school’s Law Adven-
ture Club led by teacher Ralph
Gerace.

The movie combined images of
Frederick Douglas, Rosa Parks and
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with
powerful music, bold titles and civil-
rights messages.

When asked about her film,
Brianna stated, “The point of the
film was to make it so simple, but
yet so powerful.” She added, “I
wanted people to take the message
from this video that this [civil-rights
violations] happened in the past.

Let’s make sure it doesn’t happen
in the future.”

Board member Douglas Lane told
Brianna that he thought she did an
“outstanding job.” Board member
David Gorbunoff stated, “The words
and the way the words were done
drew you in.”

In other business, Board Presi-
dent Trip Whitehouse announced
that the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Repertory Theatre’s
recent musical The Wedding Singer
was nominated for eight Paper Mill
Playhouse Rising Star Awards. The
musical was nominated for “Best
Overall Production of a Musical.”
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School student, Julia Menclesas,
was nominated for “Outstanding
Performance by an Actress in a
Supporting Role” for her character,
Holly. Matthew Capodicasa was
nominated for “Outstanding
Achievement by a Teacher or Out-
side Director.” The orchestra was
nominated for “Outstanding Per-
formance,” as well as the repertory
theatre’s chorus, which will com-
pete against schools such as
Westfield High School, Summit
High School, Fair Lawn High
School and Union High School.

Choreographer Gisa DiIorio was
nominated for “Outstanding
Achievement in Choreography and
Staging.” The show also was nomi-
nated for having an “Outstanding
Lobby Display” and “Outstanding
Hair and Make-Up.” The award cer-
emony will be held Tuesday, June
4, at the Paper Mill Playhouse in
Millburn.

It was announced that student
recognition awards would take
place at the BOE Administration
Building on Monday, June 10, at
7:30 p.m. and that the district’s high
school graduation is scheduled for
Thursday, June 20, at 6 p.m.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, May
23, at 7:30 p.m. in the Administra-
tion Building on Evergreen Av-
enue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.

Judge Suspends Sentences
For Seniors in DWI Accident

By JULIA QUELLER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A state Superior
Court judge in Union County ordered
suspended sentences on May 10, for
two elderly men whose vehicles fa-
tally struck a 68-year-old woman in
Westfield last January.

Charles Casiere, 85, and John Diaz,
75, who both admitted they had been
drinking prior to the accident, pleaded
guilty in March to various charges
including vehicular homicide and leav-
ing the scene of a fatal accident. The
incident resulted in the death of Patricia
Currie, a hospice nurse from Scotch
Plains. Ms. Currie had grazed 65-
year-old pedestrian David Kervick
with her car, and was hit by both Mr.
Casiere and Mr. Diaz while tending to
Mr. Kervick on North Avenue.

According to a story in The Star-
Ledger, Superior Court Judge Joseph
Donohue gave Mr. Casiere a three-
year suspended sentence for a second-
degree vehicular homicide charge and
a four-year suspended sentence for
the third-degree assault by auto charge
filed for hitting Mr. Kervick. Mr.
Donohue gave Mr. Diaz a five-year
suspended sentence for leaving the
scene of an accident. Both Mr. Casiere
and Mr. Diaz are prohibited from driv-
ing and are under parole supervision.

Assistant Bergen County Prosecu-
tor Martin Delaney prosecuted the
case because the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office had a conflict. Mr.
Delaney did not recommend jail time
for Mr. Casiere or Mr. Diaz, The Led-
ger reported.

John Holl, a spokesman for the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office, told

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that although the case was handled in
Union County, the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office had no involve-
ment so it would be inappropriate for
him to comment.

Anthony Rinaldo, the attorney who
represented Mr. Diaz, told The Times
that the sentence was fair given all of
the circumstances.

“You have to remember that the
original accident was caused by Mrs.
Currie herself when she hit Mr.
Kervick… If there was no accident to
begin with, everybody would have
passed through that intersection and
none of them would have gotten in-
jured or killed,” Mr. Rinaldo said.

Mr. Rinaldo also cited Mr. Diaz’s
perfect record, maladies from old age
and service in the Army as factors that
the court considered.

“The mitigating factors substantially
outweighed the one aggravating fac-
tor and that’s why [Mr. Donohue] was
able to form the sentence as he did,”
Mr. Rinaldo said.

Anthony Palumbo, the attorney
who represented Mr. Casiere, also
affirmed Mr. Donohue’s The Times,
“I think that what he did was coura-
geous. He knew that there would be
publicity, that there would be a lot of
people criticizing his decision, but he
did what he thought was the right
thing, and what I thought was the
right thing, given all the facts and
circumstances.”

Mr. Palumbo said that “up until
that day, Mr. Casiere had been the
very model of a model citizen,” refer-
ring to Mr. Casiere’s unblemished
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TRICKY TRAY…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr checks out the items in the
Tricky Tray auction baskets with attendees of Fanwood’s Girls’ Night Out held
last Thursday in downtown Fanwood.
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