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THANK YOU...Dierdre Gillene of the Westfield United Fund, right, along with
Westfield families whose homes were destroyed during Hurricane Sandy were
present at last week’s Westfield Town Council meeting to thank Westfield
residents for the $18,000 donated to help them recover from the storm.

Photo courtesy of  Greg Ryan
SOARING TOGETHER…Seven members of Boy Scout Troop No. 77, spon-
sored by St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield, were honored during a Court
of Honor ceremony April 21 on attaining the rank of Eagle Scout. The new Eagles,
pictured above, include Austin Colish, Alex D’Amato, Farris Dwider, Vikranth
Eleswarapu, Tim Huber, Paul Lizzo and Kendall Reid. See story on Page 8.

Photo courtesy of Maggie San Miguel
JUNIOR OLYMPIANS...Members of the Surgent’s Boys Gymnastics team who
qualified for the Junior Olympics traveled to Portland, Ore. to compete in the 2013
National Championships.  After the preliminary competition,  four members of the
team including Thomas Walsh, Ben Norton, Eric Lung and Bradley Smith took a
picture with The Westfield Leader at the Portland Convention center.

SPRING FLING…The Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW) was represented at
a table at the Spring Fling held Sunday in downtown Westfield. It appeared to be
a record turnout on a lovely spring day. The people walking had much to see and
everyone was having a good time making purchases and enjoying meeting friends
while enthusiastically spotting some not seen in awhile. Pictured, top row, left to
right, are: WCW members Emma Schwartz, Jennifer Principato and Dolores
Geisow. Pictured in front are: Joshua and Sophia Schwartz.

did not have all the data in one
document and that the other expert
should conduct a separate study.

Further, Mr. Gasiorowski argued
that manufacturers’ information
cannot be relied on for accuracy
and said Mr. Szulecki should have
taken hand readings for all equip-
ment.

Mr. Szulecki replied that all
equipment presently at the site
would be replaced so that hand read-
ings were not possible; he said that
using manufacturers’ published in-
formation is standard practice in
his industry.

Mr. Gasiorowski also objected to
the board’s acceptance of Mr.
Szulecki’s report as evidence, stat-
ing that he had “never seen any-
thing like this.” “It’s not an exhibit;
it’s an opinion letter,” he said of the
report.

“Municipal land use law is quite
clear that the formal rules of evi-
dence do not apply to planning
boards and zoning boards,” Mr.
Geneslaw responded. Mr. Geneslaw
also said the board had already ac-

cepted previous evidence of a simi-
lar nature without comment.

At times the board asked Mr.
Gasiorowski to keep his question-
ing focused on the testimony at
hand or counseled him to take what
board member Bob Centrella
termed “a less hostile tone.”

“This is not a court of law; this is
a planning board,” Mr. Centrella
said. “And even if it were, I think
the judge would say that ‘cross-
examination does not have to be
cross,’” added Mr. Bennett.

Residents from Elm Street who
attended the meeting told The
Westfield Leader  that Mr.
Gasiorowski was “very tough.”
They wondered how Mr. Hughes
could afford to hire Mr. Gasiorowski
and the cadre of expert witnesses
he plans to call. One resident specu-
lated that ShopRite might be in-
volved.

Mr. Gasiorowski, a former Ma-
rine captain, represented one of the
45 grocery store owners who com-
prise the ShopRite cooperative in a
2011 case opposing a new Wal-
Mart development in Cinnaminson,
which was reported on by
Phillyburbs.com.

Several articles in
RedBankGreen.com report that he
also previously represented an in-
town objector to a hotel develop-
ment project in Red Bank, though
he was being paid, legally, by an
out-of-town competitor. The case
in Red Bank led Mr. Gasiorowski to
bring several lawsuits against the
Borough of Red Bank over proce-
dural issues.

The Westfield Stop & Shop hear-
ings will continue on Wednesday,
June 5.

Board Rejects Mixed-Use
Building on North Avenue
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Stop & Shop

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Adjustment on Monday
night voted to deny the application of
440 North Avenue LLC for a mixed-
use building on the former site of a
White Diamond hamburger restau-
rant.

The board had a long list of appli-
cants whose requests had to be car-
ried over to the Monday, June 10
meeting. The meeting lasted almost
four hours, and was sometimes laced
with a contentious exchange between
the attorney for 440 North Avenue
LLC, Joseph Triarsi, and Board At-
torney Vincent Loughlin.

The applicant had sought to con-
struct a mixed-use building with the
first floor for retail use and the sec-
ond floor for residential in the gen-
eral business 2 Zone. Residential use
is not permitted in the GB 2 Zone.
Also proposed was parking under the
building, which is also not permitted
in that zone. The off-street parking
proposed to the retail component of
the project is also not permitted in
the zone.

Mr. Loughlin questioned a ren-
dering of the building, which was
presented by architect David Bailey.
Mr. Bailey said he did not do the
drawing, but it was similar to how
the project would look if approved.
Mr. Loughlin said the board could
not vote on an application based on
a picture drawn by a nameless per-
son, who was not giving sworn tes-
timony. The rendering was with-
drawn from the presentation. Other
plans prepared for the project, by
Mr. Bailey, were then used in the
presentation.

The applicant wanted to erect a
mixed-use building with a retail
space on the first floor, along with
apartments on the second and third
floors. The application called for
11 rental units consisting of seven
one-bedrooms, two two-bedrooms
and two duplexes (second and third
floors) on either end of the build-
ing. The retail space would be on
the first floor along with a cantile-
vered driveway, which would lead
to the 27 parking spaces behind the
building.

Several people gave testimony
supporting the concept of mixed
use, retail and residential. Millicent
Brody, a local food writer, said she
has been looking for an apartment

for a long time where she can walk
downtown without having to drive
and park a car. She appealed to the
board to just look at Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Garwood to see how
the mixed-use concept is working.

Jeff Silverstein, a Scotch Plains
resident, also urged the board to
approve the application, as did
Downtown Westfield Corporation
Executive Director Sherry Cronin.

Mr. Triarsi stressed that the land
had “lain fallow,” in his words, for
many years.

The board took a 10-minute break
in the middle of testimony and or-
dered several applications to be car-
ried over to the June 10 meeting.
Those are the applications of Rich-
ard and Lynn Toner of 681 Dorian
Road, Robert and Delores Leone of
745 Belvedere Avenue, and Michael
and Alessia Liddy of 746 Belved-
ere Avenue, Robert and Theresa
Whitehead of 1903 Boynton Av-
enue, Douglas and Karen Luka of
637 Roosevelt Street, and Lisa and
David Schwartzenbeck of 792
Fairacres Avenue.

In the end, after a night of testi-
mony touting the benefit of the
mixed-use concept, the board voted
to uphold the zoning ordinance and
deny the application.

In other business, the board heard
the application of Joseph and Denise
Logozzo of 27 Stoneleigh Park, who
are seeking to demolish an existing
two-car garage, which was dam-
aged when a neighboring tree fell
on it during Hurricane Sandy. They
wish to replace it with a new two-
car garage.

The applicants also wish to re-
place portions of the existing pool
enclosure fence with an open
wrought iron-style fence and gate
contrary to code. The ordinance re-
quires a maximum height for ac-
cessory structures of 15 feet, where
the fence proposed is 17.5 feet. The
ordinance also requires a rear-yard
setback for accessory structures of
10 feet, where the proposed is five
feet. The ordinance also requires a
six-foot solid fence pool enclosure
and screening.

The applicants proposed a portion
of the pool enclosure to be a six-foot
open wrought iron style fence and
gate. The application was approved
with a provision that the owners pro-
vide landscaping such as shrubbery
to conceal a portion of the pool.

MS Board Seeks More on
Proposed Commercial Bld.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Planning Board last
Thursday evening heard an applica-
tion by Don Realty who are propos-
ing a new commercial building for
possible retail sales with a potential
for drive through at 90 New Provi-
dence Road/903 Mountain Avenue.

New variances were requested for
a retaining wall over eight feet, for
insufficient parking space size of
nine feet by 18 feet, and for the lack
of trash/refuse location, for lack of
loading spaces and for insufficient
visibility/sight triangle.

The applicant’s attorney is Paul
Wolfson, and the planner for the
application is Victor Vinegra.

Victor Vinegra, the applicant’s
planner, told the board that the de-
sign of the site plan was flexible and
that the applicant would like to put
in a drive thru-lane on the property
in order to market the space to a
bank or to a retail fast food business.

Mr. Vinegra said a vehicle exiting
the property unto Mountain Avenue
would only be able to make a right
turn. He also said a vehicle exiting
the property unto New Providence
Road would only be able to make a
right turn. He further said that the
final floor plan would depend on
whether the building was to be used
for one or two tenants. Those specif-
ics have not yet been determined.

Howard Maltz, the board’s traffic
consultant, said if there were a drive-
thru it would change the configura-
tion of the parking lot.

Board attorney Vincent Loughlin
questioned whether the application
was appropriate for the site.

Mr. Maltz said the driveway or
egress to New Providence Road
would need to be 24 feet wide, and
that no left turn should be allowed
because it is a busy roadway. He also
said the egress must be 100 feet
from the intersection of Mountain
Avenue and New Providence Road.
It was also noted that a one-way
traffic pattern, if established, could
create a dead end in the parking lot.

Mr. Venegra had said visitors to
the property would have to exit the
property in an alternate pattern.

Borough engineer Michael Disko
expressed concerns about traffic and
signage in the business zone.

 “Are we talking the same lan-

guage here? The board can’t ap-
prove a site plan that is not spe-
cific,” Mr. Loughlin commented.

Board chairman John Tomaine
asked the applicant to come back to
the Thursday, June 13 board meet-
ing with a more specific site plan.

The board then, acting as the plan-
ning board, heard an application by
Myriam and Michael Ford, of 285
Timberline Road, who wish to put
an addition, is the rear of a single-
family dwelling on a non-conform-
ing lot.

The applicant wishes to enlarge a
kitchen and a family room, and add
two bedrooms to the second floor.
Daniel Falcone, the applicant’s ar-
chitect, said the new addition would
align with the height of the existing
home. He said the building foot-
print would be 39 percent of the
property, and ground coverage
would be 17 percent and the front
yard setback would be 24.7 feet.
The rear yard setback would be 103
feet, with no changes to the side
yard. The application was approved
by the board.

The board also approved an appli-
cation by Blair deZagon of 1363 Birch
Hill Road for an addition to the rear
of a single-family dwelling on a non-
conforming lot. The applicant said
they want to remove a wooden deck
and add a 15-by-36-foot addition.
The footprint of the home is 552
square feet, which the applicant wants
to enlarge to 1,800 square feet.

The applicant also told the board
that want to add to the rear of the
home to accommodate their children.
The second-floor addition will in-
clude two bedrooms and the first floor
addition will include a kitchen and a
bedroom.

Mr. Disko, asked about a potential
drainage problem. Ms. deZagon said
there would be a detention basin to
collect run-off.

RIDE ON...On April 28, students from Westfield and Scotch Plains  brought over
300 bicycles to the Jersey Shore for kids impacted by Hurricane Sandy. With the
help of Sandy Family Match, they were able to match up bicycles with kids in need
in the Monmouth Beach and Union Beach area. Pictured, are Danny LaCorte,
Andy Fromm and Alex Fromm. See letter page 4.

zoning ordinances at the Monday, June
10, court hearing with Judge Frederic
Kessler, which Borough Attorney Rob-
ert Renaud said he would look into at
the direction of Mayor Patricia Quat-
trocchi. He also asked that the council
take action to protect his street, which
is a dead end, from increased traffic.

Former Mayor Dennis McCarthy,
also a resident of Myrtle Avenue, said
that in the past couple of storms the
Garwood Brook has been full. He said
that the borough had invested time and
money into improving the brook’s flow
through the borough and said, “I don’t
want to see all of that undone.”

Councilman William Nierstedt in-
formed the council that the planning
board is requesting that the council
direct it to undertake a study to deter-
mine if the property on North Avenue,
which used to house the Garwood Pa-
perboard Company, meets the criteria
for an area in need of redevelopment.

If the area meets the criteria, such as
underutilization, vacant, or blighted,
among others, the borough can then
create a redevelopment plan for the
property.

Council President Sara Todisco said
that it was her desire that the planning
board seek quotes on such a study
before the borough commits to it, as
she was concerned about the cost.

Mr. Renaud said council members,
“need to look at what happens at the
end of the road before you decide to get
on the road.” He said that it is expensive
to have a plan prepared.

Councilman Nierstedt estimated that
the study would cost the borough ap-
proximately $5,000. He and Council-
man James Mathieu both said they
oppose the borough enacting eminent
domain.

The council also undertook a discus-
sion of the date and cost of the borough’s
bulky waste pickup. The pickup is set
for Monday, June 24, which is two days
after the borough town-wide garage
sale. The council made the decision to
set the rate at $80 per permit, which
allows for the disposal of up to 750
pounds.

Councilman Mathieu said he felt
that the date for the bulky pickup should
be moved to September.

Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
advised the council that most of the
phone calls her office is getting are
residents interested in the town-wide
sale and bulky pickup. She said that
changing it now, “will really, really
upset your residents.”

Councilman Mathieu took issue
with the clerk “advocating” on an
issue. Mayor Quattrocchi told him
that she was telling the council what
the residents are saying, to which
Councilman Lou Petruzzelli said,
“The clerk’s input on this is impor-
tant.”

In other business, the council ap-
proved a three-year contract with
the Teamsters Union which will al-
low for salary increases of 1.75 per-
cent for the first year and 1.5 percent
for each of the remaining years.
Councilman Mathieu voted against
the contract, saying he has been go-
ing door-to-door campaigning for
the Primary election and, “a lot of
people are hurting.” He said that he
cannot approve a contract that calls
for salary increases for all three
years, and would have liked to see
one zero-percent increase.
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Bd. OKs Prospect Subdiv.,
Day Care Center on Central

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Plan-
ning Board recently approved a con-
forming four-lot subdivision by Mark
Angelo of 1053 and 1059 Prospect
Street, along with approval of a new
day care center on Central Avenue.

In August of 2011, Mr. Angelo’s
application for a three-lot non-con-
forming subdivision of 1053 Prospect
Street was denied by the planning board.
The application was formally denied
for both storm water and lot size vari-
ance issues, however, board member
John Bennett noted that had the only
issues been the lot sizes, the applica-
tion would have likely been approved.

In the 2011 application, Mr. Angelo
was proposing that the storm-water
drain to Gregory’s Pond off of Clark
Street. The Brightwood Homeowners
Association (BHA), comprised of resi-
dents who live in the area and own
Gregory’s Pond, objected to the appli-
cation due to flooding and drainage

issues. The residents were represented
by attorney Christopher Hopkins.

The property at 1053 Prospect holds
a single home and is classified as wet-
lands. While Mr. Angelo has received a
permit from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP) in order to proceed with con-
struction, he needed to show the plan-
ning board that moving the water that
currently collects on the property into
the storm-water system would not have
an impact on the surrounding area.

Following his denial, Mr. Angelo
filed suit against the Town of Westfield
and the planning board, seeking relief
from state superior court. However, in
November of last year, Mr. Angelo
acquired 1059 Prospect Street, upon
which he withdrew his lawsuit and
refilled the application with the town
for a conforming four-lot subdivision.

According to Town Engineer Kris
McAloon, Mr. Angelo hired a different
engineer from his last application who
was able to “maintain the existing drain-
age patterns” by retaining drainage on-
site and tying into public drainage. Mr.
McAloon told The Westfield Leader
that Mr. Angelo, “satisfied the board’s
concerns.”

Preliminary and final site plan ap-
proval was also granted for the con-
struction of a two-story child day care
facility with a turf play area at 751
Central Avenue, at the corner of Cen-
tral and Myrtle Avenue.

The property is owned by Vincent
Wilt, who is also the Planning Board
chairman, and as such he recused him-
self from the hearing.

The property will house a Rainbow
Academy franchise, according to testi-
mony given at the meeting. Testimony
was given by David Falzarano, the
vice-president of area development for
Rainbow Academy which will be run-
ning and operating the proposed
childcare facility. He said that they will
likely be licensed to accommodate 180
children, with infants and younger chil-
dren occupying the first floor and older
children on the second floor.

Jeff Kasko in Line to
Become Haddonfield

Commissioner
HADDONFIELD — Jeff Kasko, a

Westfield High School graduate and
former town resident was the top vote
getter in Haddonfield’s election for
commissioner. The candidate with
the most votes is traditionally named
mayor.

ment and all new car sales will cease on
Friday.

New Norris Chevrolet closed in 2009,
after moving from the corner of Cen-
tral and North Avenues to its final loca-
tion on North Avenue in 1994.

Thomas Lincoln Mercury on South
Avenue, which opened in 1967, closed
in 2012 and the property was sold to
Surgent’s Elite Gymnastics, allowing
for its recent expansion.
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Mr. Rinaldo said.
Anthony Palumbo, the attorney

who represented Mr. Casiere, also
affirmed Mr. Donohue’s decision.

Mr. Palumbo told The Leader, “I
think that what he did was coura-
geous. He knew that there would be
publicity, that there would be a lot of
people criticizing his decision, but he
did what he thought was the right
thing, and what I thought was the
right thing, given all the facts and
circumstances.”

Mr. Palumbo said that “up until
that day, Mr. Casiere had been the
very model of a model citizen,” refer-
ring to Mr. Casiere’s unblemished
record, service in the Army and Navy
and engagement as a Westfield cross-
ing guard, volunteer and coach.

Brian Sullivan, Ms. Currie’s
brother, told The Star-Ledger he was
frustrated with the ruling.

“I guess if you serve in the Army
and live long enough, you can drink
and drive as much as you want,” Mr.
Sullivan told The Ledger. “To kill
somebody and get away with it, it is
nonsensical.”

Mr. Rinaldo told The Leader,
“That’s not what this is all about.”

However, Mr. Palumbo said those
factors have a rightful place in the
discussion.

“The fact that [Mr. Casiere] was
an Army and Navy veteran, in World
War II and the Korean War…. I
think the life that he has led has to
be taken into consideration when
the judge is deciding what kind of
punishment has to be meted out,”
Mr. Palumbo said.

Judge Donohue’s sentence has gen-
erated a strong reaction among
Westfield residents.

Mr. Rinaldo told The Leader, “If
the public knew all of the facts and
circumstances of how the accident
happened there wouldn’t be as much
outcry as there is.”

Echoing Mr. Rinaldo, Mr. Palumbo
said Mr. Donohue had access to ex-
tensive background information
when making his decision, whereas
the public only has access to a head-
line.

Both Mr. Palumbo and Mr. Rinaldo
said their clients are deeply remorse-
ful.
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