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Cranford Residents Object to Westfield’s  Sunnyside Development
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Approximately
three dozen residents came out
to Tuesday night’s Westfield Town
Council meeting to object to the
re-zoning of 206 Springfield Av-
enue, and several other parcels
of land to allow for future devel-
opment of affordable housing.

Public hearing was held before
final approval on ordinances ef-
fecting Springfield Avenue, along
with Central Avenue, New Street,
South Elmer Street, and North
Avenue. A final vote on an ordi-
nance that would affect zoning on
South Avenue was tabled due to
possible pending development
and environmental issues.

Sunnyside Senior Housing, LLC,
owned by Ray Rodgers, will con-
struct 24 units, four of which will
be set aside as affordable hous-
ing. According to Councilman Jim
Foerst, despite the name of the
company, the new units will not
be limited to senior citizens.

In January 2009, Sunnyside filed
a lawsuit against the Town of
Westfield and the planning board
alleging that Sunnyside’s at-
tempts to develop the property
was “rebuffed” by the defendants.
The suit was considered a
“builder’s remedy” lawsuit, as the
town did not have an approved
fair-housing plan under regula-
tions set forth by the Council On
Affordable Housing (COAH).

The majority of the residents
who spoke out against the rezon-
ing and pending development on
Springfield Avenue were residents
of Cranford, whose homes border
the property. Many of the resi-
dents cited concerns about water
run-off, traffic implications and
changing the look of their neigh-
borhood. Several of the residents
also said the previous owners,
who sold the property in 2004,
would not have sold the property
to Mr. Rodgers if they had known
his intent.

Councilman Foerst said, “We
wanted to be good neighbors”
stating that under the settlement
agreement, the developer was
limited to 24 units, as opposed to
the 60 they had asked for. He also
said they are requiring the devel-
oper to have all water drainage
on the property and to orient the
development toward Westfield
and away from Cranford. Coun-
cilman Foerst told the residents
that the developer “used COAH
as a sword to get the town to
allow greater density than what
would have ordinarily been al-
lowed.”

“We were sued, we didn’t want
to change the zoning,” Council-
man Sam Della Fera told the resi-
dents.

Cranford resident Gary Miller,
whose home backs up to the prop-
erty, said that the new develop-
ment would cause “sunset to be
an hour earlier.” He said that due
to the property being situated on
a hill, with his home at the bot-
tom, the buildings will “look like
six-story buildings to me.”

Cranford resident Steven Conti,
who bought his house two months
ago, said his back yard would be
destroyed by this development.

Roxanne Rand, also of Cranford,
said that the ratables in the
Nomahegan Court neighborhood
are going to go down and “this
developer just gets to walk.”

Westfield residents Ben and
Laura Gomez, who live across the
street from the property, said
they feel the property should re-
main a single-family home, and
that they heard the condos that
will be built will be sold for be-
tween $700,000 and $800,000.

Residents of South Elmer Street
and a property owner on Central
Avenue also inquired about the
zoning changes, and potential
development. According to Mr.
Foerst, development would be
limited to residential only.

While the ordinances were ap-

proved by the council, they will
not go into effect until the town
has approval from the court. Fol-
lowing court approval, the devel-
oper will have to appear before
the Westfield Planning Board for
final approval of the construction
plan before anything can be built.

Property owners who are af-
fected by these new ordinances
need to file a written objection, a
form which they can obtain from
the town, and will have the chance
to be heard before state Superior
Court Judge Frederic Kessler on
Monday, June 10, at 9 a.m. at the
Union County courthouse.

In other business, resident Greg
Kasko questioned the town’s re-
cent purchase of a mobile com-
mand center. Among Mr. Kasko’s
questions, he asked if Police Chief
David Wayman and Lieutenant
Chris Battiloro’s trip to Utah was
paid for by the company who sold
the unit, was the manufacturer a
registered vendor in New Jersey
and whether the unit was custom
built for the town.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said the purchase of the unit fol-
lowed the normal process.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said that
the unit would allow Westfield to
rely on itself in the event that
town’s 9-1-1 center becomes dis-
abled, or the building is inacces-
sible.

Democrat Councilman Dave
Haas, who is his party’s mayoral
candidate this year, once again
voiced his objection to the ex-

pense of the unit. He said an
additional back-up generator
could have been purchased for
less money and said the town
would have been better off with
extra police officers or firefighters.

“It’s 10:15, I really wish you
would run for Mayor tomorrow
morning,” Councilman Foerst told
Councilman Haas.

Garwood Officers Are Credit to
Police Department And Its Chief

On May 1 my 92-year old
mother Elaine needed medical
help. Garwood Police Officers
John Wright and Andrew Horan
responded promptly to the scene
and put her immediately at ease
while determining what aide was
required. Their courtesy and pro-
fessionalism are a real credit to
the department and [Chief Bruce
Underhill], and reflects a squared
away organization.

 The malcontents who typically
paint the police as oppressors of
the working people were nowhere
in evidence when help was re-
quired, but the GPD sure was.

On the other end of the political
spectrum would be uber “patri-
ots” who claim they need an
arsenal of guns, mortars and the
odd ICBM because they imagine
they may need to defend their
right to their own personal arms
race. Just whom do they per-
ceive they would be at odds with?

The same policeman who is
their neighbor and who as a first
responder may have saved one
of their family members life was
just doing his or her duty.

I for one will be happy to con-
tribute when the PBA has it’s
annual fundraiser. The police are

our first line of defense and the
first to aide in a crisis.

Mike Gordeuk
Garwood

Follow up:
By the way, I want to thank you

for again being so helpful with
coverage of the Lions Club Eas-
ter Egg Hunt, which I help run
every year. Without your help we
could not have it.

One other point, a few years
back I was researching through
the library’s old Westfield Lead-
ers on film (microfiche), and the
film was degraded, plus users
have chewed up some of the
rolls. If this is still the only re-
pository of the decades old is-
sues of The Leader, maybe you
might consider putting them
online, to protect both The
Leader’s and Westfield’s heritage.

Mike Gordeuk
Westfield Lions Club

Editor’s Note: The Westfield
Leader archives are online and
searchable at
www.goleader.com. from 1907
in pdf files. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times archives are
online from 1963.

Local Letters to the Editor

POLICE BLOTTER
GARWOOD

Tuesday, April 30, Michael J.
Dippolito, 22, of Westfield was
arrested and charged with DWI
after a motor vehicle stop on the
100 block of North Avenue. He
was processed and released with
a pending court date.

Sunday, May 5, Carlos Gallardo-
Bejar, 53, of Edison was arrested
and charged with DWI and refus-
ing to submit to a breath test
after police responded to a re-
port of a disabled motor vehicle
being pushed by the driver on
the 400 block of South Avenue.
He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and re-
leased with a pending court date.


