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l'ennemi du journaliste

FEENEY RAPS WINNING RBI, DiFRANCESCO 3B, 2 RBI, 2 RUNS; WILLIAMSON STRIKES OUT 8

Cougar Nine Nip Vikings, 6-5, In 11-Inning ‘Game of Inches’
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Sean Feeney punched a
single into leftfield to bring home
Albert Garguilo with the winning
run in the bottom of the 11th
inning to earn the top-seeded
Cranford High School baseball
team a 6-5 victory over eighth-
seeded Union Catholic in what
could be described as a “game of
inches” in the quarterfinal round
of the Union County Tournament
(UCT) at Memorial Field in
Cranford on May 1.

The 11-4 Vikings defeated Sum-
mit, 2-1, in the first round, while
the 11-0 Cougars, who defeated
Roselle Park, 5-1, in the first
round, advanced to the UCT semi-
finals at Williams Field in Eliza-
beth on May 5 to face the Eliza-
beth Minutemen, who nipped New
Providence, 4-3.

Viking starting pitcher Anthony
Colletti tossed six innings and
yielded five runs on seven hits
and a walk, while striking out
four. Ryan Kahn pitched the next
five innings and allowed one run
on six hits, while walking none
and fanning one.

“They both did a great job of
keeping us off-balance and they
threw several pitches for strikes,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey said.

Cougar starting pitcher John
Armstrong tossed four and two-
thirds innings, yielding all five
runs (3 earned) on 10 hits, while
walking two and fanning three.
Ryan Williamson, who picked up
the win, relieved with two outs in

the fifth and pitched six and one-
third innings, allowing three hits,
while walking none and striking
out eight.

“He came on in a tough spot
and got us out of a jam,” Feeney

said of Williamson. “I think we
kind of were relaxed a little too
much. We have to keep that in
mind and get ready for our next
game.”

“I don’t think there was any

surprise about today’s game at
all. We knew that Cranford is a
really good team and our pitch-
ers are good and love to compete

against the best. I think they
showed today that they are top-
flight pitchers here in Union
County,” Viking Head Coach Jim
Reagan, Jr. said.

“We don’t go at any game dif-

ferently. Union Catholic played a
really tough game, and we were
fortunate,” Coach McCaffrey said.

“It got a little ridiculous at the
end. Both number-one pitchers
had to come on in relief.

Williamson threw well and Kahn
did a fantastic job, as well,” Coach
Reagan said.

“We have a game Friday we
will worry about that, not the
rotation. We will practice Thurs-
day and try to get ready for
Friday’s game,” Coach McCaffrey
said.

Both teams totaled 13 hits and
Andrew DiFrancesco led the Cou-
gars with a triple and a single
with two RBI, two runs scored
and two stolen bases. Chris
Folinusz had two hits with a key
RBI double in the sixth inning.
Garguilo (Run, RBI), Jake
Forrestal (Run) and Williamson
(RBI) each had two hits, and
Tommy Trotter singled and
scored twice.

TJ Hartnett and Colletti led the
Vikings with three hits, an RBI
and a run scored each. Ryan
DePaul doubled, singled and
scored once. Tom Fitzpatrick
singled twice and had an RBI.
Kahn doubled and scored.

Trotter gave the Cougars a 1-
0 lead in the first inning when he
drew a walk, moved to second
on a passed ball, advanced to
third on a groundout and scored
on DiFrancesco’s grounder to
short. In the second, Forrestal
tapped an infield single, stole
second and scored on Garguilo’s
slashing single past first.

The Vikings threatened in the
top of the third with three singles
but failed to capitalize. Then the
first of two calls on crucial plays
had Viking fans grumbling from
the sidelines, but the umpires,
from their positions on the field,
made what they felt were the
correct decisions. In the Cougar
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TOO CLOSE TO CALL FROM HERE...Cougar base runner Andrew DiFrancesco and Viking third baseman TJ
Hartnett get involved in an extremely close call during the fourth inning. DiFrancesco was ruled safe and later scored in
the Union County Tournament quarterfinal at Cranford.


