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It’s ‘Heaven on Earth’ for WCP’
Latest Show, Olympus on My Mind
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Players (WCP) Theater
is not known for producing musicals.
After the opening night of their final
offering of the season, Olympus on
My Mind, that just might change.
With book and lyrics by Barry
Harman and music by Grant Sturiale,
Olympus is a delightful show that
works perfectly on a little stage in a
little theatre. With its pantheon of
talent in directing and acting, how-
ever, there is nothing “little” about
the WCP production.

The show itself is a broad comedy
that uses a story of the Roman god,
Jupiter, and his son, Mercury, com-
ing to Earth to the Greek City of
Thebes during the course of a 41-
hour day. It turns on a couple of
running jokes. The first is that the
show is backed by “Murray the Fur-
rier,” a fictitious chorus girl’s sugar
daddy who deals in used furs.

The playbill even features a full-
page ad that tells where people can
shop in his Brooklyn store. On open-
ing night, a white-haired gentle-
man pretended to be Murray while
sporting a jet-black curly wig that
sat like a dog atop his head. He
waved and flirted with his girlfriend
on stage.

The second joke that is threaded
to the first is based on the chorus
girl, Delores, who is supposed to be
long on legs but short on talent. She
is played hilariously by Jenna
Zielinski, who definitely works hard
pretending she can’t sing and tap
dance. It is obvious that Delores, an
out-of-step chorus gal, has been
cast as a favor to Murray the Fur-
rier, her benefactor. In almost every
scene Delores is in, she’s bathed in
one fur or another. She’s an ador-
able, lovable ditzy blonde who ap-
parently got hold of a box of cherry
red hair dye 12.

This light and frothy musical fol-
lows the style of 1950s comedies.
The opening number invites the au-
dience to sit back, relax and enjoy,
similar to A Funny Thing Happened
on the Way to the Forum. A Greek
chorus made up of Tom (DC Scala),
Dick, (Anthony Competello) and
Horace (Jerome John) are some-
what annoyed with the fact that
they have to share the stage with
Delores. The guys all sing lustily,
producing a harmonious blend and
an incredible amount of sound for
so few in number. In their sandals,
and later in tap shoes, they dance up
a storm to the inventive routines by
veteran choreographer Maury
Herman.

Backing up the vocals are two
keyboardists (Christynn Morris and
Khy Garner, the show’s musical di-
rector) and percussionist Thomas
Leonard Hicks. The question for a
director at WCP might be where to
put the band when the staging area
is so tight. Smartly, the three pieces
have been nestled off stage behind
a curtain that doesn’t muffle or dis-
tort the sound. Amazingly, there is
always the right balance between
the singers and the instruments.

Balance is a key element in show-
casing incredible voices of which
there are many. Blockbuster songs
deserve blockbuster voices and the
cast delivers. The God Jupiter (Drew
Cyburt), who comes to Earth to
experience love, has a Robert
Goulet sound that overwhelms the
auditorium and thrills the audience.
His is a Broadway voice on the
Westfield stage. He is paired with
the mortal Alcmene, Corrine Chan-
dler, whose lyrical voice comple-
ments her onstage partner. This so-
prano, beautiful in face and voice,
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LEARNING WHAT MAKES HUMANS TICK... Mercury (Mark Piltz), at left,
is happy that his father Jupiter (Drew Cyburt) has found love with the human
princess Alcmene (Corinne Chandler) while an “old married couple’ Charis
(Alissa Valiante) and Sosia (A.J. Meeker) look on in awe. The musical comedy
takes place in ancient Greece during the course of a 41-hour day.

shows vocal flexibility and control.
Both actors get their chance to shine
especially in, “Heaven on Earth.”

Tenor Mark Piltz, playing
Jupiter’s son Mercury (complete
with wings on his gold lame high
top sneakers), gets his moment in
the spotlight in a number of songs.
He is particularly good in, “Some-
thing of Yourself (Don’t Bring Her
Flowers).” His tender high notes
and poignancy resonate through his
advice to his father. Standard musi-
cal theatre of yesteryear features a
hero and heroine with two side-
kicks who are the comic relief.

Unlike the formulaic ‘50s musi-
cals, here there are three such comic
forces causing a vortex of laughter.
Along with the comedic role of
Delores is the role of Charis,
Alcmene’s maid, who is played
handsomely by Alissa Valiante. She
really “struts her stuff” in the num-
ber, “At Liberty in Thebes” where
this short actress produces a big
sound and gigantic persona to let
her husband Sosia (A.J. Meeker)
know that since he doesn’t appreci-
ate her, she will be free of him.

Mr. Meeker wears his comic role

of the slave Sosia like a comfort-
able toga. With his belt slung low to
accent his stomach, the character is
befuddled, bothered and bewildered
when a supposed look-alike (Mer-
cury taking on Sosia’s identity)
comes into the picture. The song,
“Surprise” is loads of fun as Sosia
milks the comic moments in figur-
ing out how he can have a double.

It is no surprise that stellar voices
were brought to the Westfield Com-
munity Players’ stage for this pro-
duction. Producer Kay Macrae has
sung and acted for years; director
Drude Roessler is a former music
teacher and noted soloist, and mu-
sical director Khy Garner teaches
private vocal instruction and won
the 2012 Perry Award for Outstand-
ing Music Direction for Villagers
Theater’s production of Jesus
Christ, Superstar. The dream direc-
torial team has assembled a dream
team of actors.

Especially authentic -looking
costumes by Doris Dias and an-
other perfectly designed set by Bill
McMeekan are the frosting on a
delicious production that satisfies
like a seven layer cake.
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IT’S ALL GREEK TO ME...Horace (Jerome John), Dick (Anthony Competello)
and Tom (D.C. Scala), the Greek Chorus, share the stage grudgingly with
spotlight-hogging Delores (Jenna Zielinski) in the Westfield Community Players’
musical comedy, Olympus on My Mind. The show runs weekends through
Saturday, May 18.

Chansonettes Embark On
Spring Concert Tour

WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes
of Westfield have begun their spring
concert tour “Sing Out Sweet Land,”
a musical journey across America.
The choral program began at
Chelsea Fanwood on May 7 and
Runnells Specialized Hospital on

May 8 and continues with perfor-
mances at Westfield Senior Hous-
ing on Tuesday, May 14 and Spring
Meadows in Summit on Wednes-
day, May 15.

The program features American
folk and patriotic themed songs in-
cluding “This Land is Your Land,”
”Blowin in the Wind/America,”
“California Here I Come,” “The
Battle Hymn of the Republic,” and
a medley saluting our Armed Forces.

The Chansonettes, an all women’s
singing group in existence for over
60 years, performs a holiday con-
cert series in December and a spring
concert series in May of each year.
The women rehearse once a week
on Wednesday nights at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield on
Mountain Avenue, under the direc-
tion of Jean Schork and accompa-
nied by Mel Freda.

The group is always looking for
new members who enjoy singing
and gathering with friends. For more
information regarding joining the
group or booking a spring concert
call Presidents Sharon Costello at
(908) 245-9461 or Lauren Flast at
(908) 232-4714.

Act IV Productions
Present  Doubt

PLAINFIELD — Act IV Produc-
tions presents will present Doubt by
John Patrick Shanley, Directed by
Cass Cochrane on Friday, May 10, at
8 p.m., Saturday, May 11, at 8 p.m.
and Sunday, May 12, at 3 p.m. at
Parish Theatre, located at 724 Park
Avenue, Plainfield.

The cast includes Peter Curley,
Elaine D’Addezio, Sheila Harding
and Sandra Lilly.

Tickets are $15 for adults and $10
for students.

For more information, or to pur-
chase tickets, call (908) 248-2284.

Coffee with Conscience
To Feature LipBone

WESTFIELD - The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series con-
cludes its thirteenth season with the
traditional Ice Cream Social featur-
ing the fun and soulful LipBone
Redding! The concert will take
place on Saturday, May 18, at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, 1 East Broad Street (cor-
ner of North Avenue) in Westfield.
Doors will open at 7:30 and the
concert begins at 8 p.m. Admission
is $19 on line and $23 at the door.

This concert will benefit the Keith
Knost Special Needs Fund. Tickets
can be purchased online in advance
by going to: lipbone.eventbrite.com.

Lipbone Redding is an Inventive
voicestrumentalist and Southern
gentleman, who creates original
songs that effervesce with New Or-
leans swing, Memphis grooves and
New York City style.

For more info about this concert
and the featured artists, visit
lipbone.eventbrite.com.

The Coffee With Conscience
Concert Series is a seven-show se-
ries running from October through
May at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield. The Series will
go on Summer Break after this show
and begin its fourteenth season on
October 5, with special guest, David
Wilcox, followed by the amazing
Lucy Kaplansky on November 16.

Mansion Featured on
Tour of Notable Homes

WESTFIELD – An authentically
restored elegant Queen Anne Victo-
rian mansion located in Plainfield’s
Van Wyck Brooks Historic District
and listed in the National Register of
Historic Homes, is one of five no-
table homes to join the Friends of
Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s an-
nual tour to benefit the orchestra on
Saturday, May 11, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

The three-story, 7,500 square foot
mansion, located in an area once
known as “millionaire’s row” was
designed in 1893 by New York archi-
tect Charles H. Smith for the Honor-
able Craig Marsh, then serving as the
city’s attorney.

The exterior of the mansion is
dressed in the diversity of architec-
tural elements associated with the
Victorian era when the wealthy en-
joyed showing off their wealth. Of
course, typically, there is a grand
wrap around porch. There are also
turrets, a dome, towers, balconies.
The green stones for the foundation
and lintels were quarried in Pennsyl-
vania. Other elements include pressed
brick, terra cotta and stained cedar
shingles. Four ornate curved rose and
gold stained glass windows over-
look the main entrance.

The grand foyer is completely pan-
eled in oak with layers of molding
and finished in beaded molding. The
ceiling is coffered in the same style.
The six-foot tall exquisite stained
windows are set in the largest turret
at the landing of a massive staircase.
During restoration the windows were
taken apart piece-by-piece and all
the leading replaced.

John Stewart, Jr., one of the own-
ers, says that during the restoration
he and his partner, Craig Bowman,
removed layer upon layer of paint
from the oak moldings and then per-
formed extensive research on the
paint colors originally used for the
walls in the mansion and matched
them as closely as possible. “The
result,” according to Mr. Stewart, “is
a blending of stone, glass, wood and
color making for a very warm and
inviting space.”

The mansion has much, much

more to offer the visitor including
an impressive library, minstrel’s gal-
lery, Stickley furniture, an opulent
new kitchen, noteworthy chandeliers
and wall fixtures, and a vast deck
with hot tub and gardens beyond.

Mr. Stewart, who is President of
the Van Wyck Brooks Historic Dis-
trict observes that one of the best
benefits of authentic restoration
projects is they are “green,” because
the original footprint is retained.”

Tickets for the Tour of Notable
Homes, which also features musical
interludes, raffles, boutique and plant
sale, are $30 when purchased in ad-
vance, $35 on the day of the tour.
Tickets are available online at
www.westfieldsymphony.org and at
Baron’s Drug Store, Coldwell Banker
Realtors East and West, The Town
Book Store in Westfield; Christoffer’s
in Mountainside; Periwinkle’s in
Cranford, Norman’s Hallmark in
Fanwood.

For further information visit
www.westfieldsymphony.org or call
(908) 232-9400.

HOME TOUR...An authentically re-
stored  Queen Anne Victorian man-
sion located in Plainfield’s Van Wyck
Brooks Historic District is one of five
notable homes to join the Friends of
Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s an-
nual tour to benefit the orchestra on
Saturday, May 11, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Due Sorelle Jewelry
Spring Trunk Show

58 Elm Street • Westfield

www.juxtaposegallery.com
908-232-3278

Saturday, May 11th • 11am - 5pm
The Perfect Gift for Mother’s Day

Nadeau Stars in
Hedgehog & Feather’s

The Secret Garden
WESTFIELD — “I need a place

where I can go when I am lost, and
there, I’ll find me,” sings the char-
acter of Mary Lennox in Hedgehog
and Feather Theatre Co.’s latest fam-
ily musical, the children’s literary
classic The Secret Garden.

Arriving just in time for Mother’s
Day weekend, the production will
be performed Friday, May 10, at
7:30 p.m. and Saturday, May 11, at
2 and 7:30 p.m. in Westminster Hall,
140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

Emmanuelle (Emme) Nadeau has
encapsulated the role of Mary
Lennox entirely and is surely a tal-
ent to witness. Having begun her
acting career with Hedgehog and
Feather’s Really Rosie as the ever-
loving character named Alligator,
the young actress then starred as
the title character in Stuart Little at
the Cranford Dramatic Club.

Emme was then awarded with the
role of Scout in To Kill A Mocking-
bird with the Shakespeare Theatre
of New Jersey, a professional, Ac-
tors Equity theater. Beating out es-
tablished professional child actors,
Emme gave a performance “with a
sense of fierce independence and
an eager quest for knowledge.”

This is surely why she can relate
to Mary Lennox, who has an inde-
pendent streak as well. “To me, The
Secret Garden is about having a
place you can call your own and
just forget about everything else in
the world. The closest thing I have
to this ‘place’ is theatre, where I can
temporarily forget about everything
else in the world and be someone
else for a little while. The garden
itself has a lot to do with this
‘change’ in Mary- it just shows how
the littlest things can make the big-
gest difference to someone,” Emme
said.

 Hedgehog and Feather Theatre
Co. is a non-profit organization and
full information on The Secret Gar-
den can be found at their website
hedgehogandfeather.org.

http://www.nazzaromusic.com/

