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DEVILS LUZZI, LUPPINO, REILLY, SMITH WIN 4X800

Viking Boys Win Big, Devils
Tie for 2nd at County Relays

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union Catholic won 10 of the 16
events in the boys meet to breeze its
way to the title at the 70th Union
County Relays held at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on May 2-3.
The Vikings amassed a total of 132 in
the field of 18 teams, while Westfield
and Governor Livingston tied for sec-
ond with 57 points. The Raiders took
fifth with 34 points and Cranford was
eighth at 21.

The Vikings chewed up first places
in six of the eight events on Day 1,
including the distance medley relay
(DMR) when anchorman Andrew
Ghizzone sprinted down the final
stretch in his 1,600 leg to finish ahead
of Blue Devil Matt Luppino. Vikings
Derek Siegel, Brian Sagendorf, Mike
DeAngelis and Ghizzone finished in
10:35.48, while Blue Devils Kevin
Smith, Joe Obiajulu, Mike Reilly and
Luppino finished second in 10:38.17.

“We knew coming in it would be
real hard to beat Westfield. They beat

us at Blue Devil, so actually we put
Andrew Ghizzone back on the an-
chor, and we put Derek, who an-
chored at Blue Devil, at leadoff. Derek
ran 3:12. The quarter guy, Brian
Sagendorf, ran 51.9 and kept us
around. Our 8[00] guy put us right in
the race. Andrew has a lot of closing
speed. I told him the plan was if you
can win, win. I don’t care if the race
is slow, let it be slow. You do know
you can kick, and that’s what he did.
He closed in 57.8 to run 4:28,” Viking
Head Coach Mike McCabe said.

“He had a nice kick. I’ve run against
him a number of times. I was hoping
Luppino would hang with him,” Smith
said of Ghizzone.

At the Blue Devil Relays on April
20, the Blue Devil boys won the event
with Smith running the anchor and
Luppino running the first leg.

“I led off and that was what I was
doing most of the winter, because
Luppino is a great miler. He was
taking care of most of the anchor
stuff. Joe has been our 400 runner all

year, and he’s been doing a good job
at that. Mike Reilly has been like our
fourth or fifth 800 runner. Normally
we have Dan Luzzi in there, but he’s
running on the SMR [sprint medley
relay] today,” Smith said.

The next day Dan Luzzi, Luppino,
Reilly and Smith turned up the vol-
ume in the 4x800 to win the event in
7:57.28 ahead of Vikings Ken Evely,
Sagendorf, DeAngelis and Andrew
Ghizzone, who finished in 8:05.15.
Luzzi had a sleight lead when he
handed off to Luppino, but at the
halfway point of his second lap,
Luppino fired up his rockets and gave
his team a huge lead that they did not
relinquish.

‘’The goal today was to go fast,
because that’s what you do when it’s
the county championship. This really
isn’t too much of a strategic race, so
I knew I had to get out and get the
baton to Luppino with a lead. If I
could establish a lead, Luppino would
make the room we needed. He was
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SAFE AT HOME...Blue Devil Rebecca Kaufman slides home safely in the fifth inning as Crusader catcher Steph Teixiera
is late with the tag. The Blue Devils defeated A.L. Johnson, 10-2, in Westfield on April 30.

CHAMBLISS CLOUTS 3-RUN HOME RUN, GOES 3-FOR-3

Blue Devils’ Aggressiveness
Stuns Softball Crusaders, 10-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nearly one month after dropping a
one-run decision to A.L. Johnson, a
highly confident Westfield High
School softball team delivered the
Crusaders a 10-2 defeat in Westfield
on April 27. The 11-2 Blue Devils
were aggressive on the base paths,
put together a potent offense and
presented a solid defense.

The Blue Devils totaled 13 hits and
shortstop Cali Chambliss led the as-
sault with three hits and three runs
scored in four trips, including a crush-
ing three-run home run.

“I really saw the ball well today.
The last time we played Clark, I hit
the ball well off of them. I had really
good confidence at bat. I wanted to
make contact and get some runs. I
really like low pitches. Low pitches
are my favorite. It was a low inside
pitch, and I just turned on it,”
Chambliss said.

Julia Criscuolo also went 3-for-4
and scored once. Rebecca Kaufman

and pitcher Elena Scarano each had a
pair of singles and scored twice. Liz
Fox chopped a two-run single, while
Natalie Tupper and Chrissy Ferraro
each singled and scored once.

The Crusaders had seven hits, and
Stephanie Dorah did the most dam-
age with a double and a single and
two runs scored. Michelle Pozyc had
a pair of singles, and Veronica Zatko
added an RBI single.

The Blue Devils’ demonstrated
poise defensively, especially in the
infield. On one account, first baseman
Liz Fox made a diving stop of a
sizzling grounder and recovered in
time to get the out at first.

“That’s one of our goals. It’s a lot
easier to win games and be comfort-
able when you are playing clean de-
fense. When you are not playing clean
defense, you are putting pressure on
yourself. We’ve tried to utilize that
for us and against other teams by
putting the ball in play and making
them make mistakes. Our defense
has been solid for the past couple of

days. Liz made a great play at first.
We had a couple of plays at short that
were really good. That’s the kind of
stuff it takes to win this county tour-
nament,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Caitlin MacDonald said.

Chambliss made a number of cru-
cial plays, which involved grabbing
pop-ups in shallow leftfield and shal-
low centerfield, as well as in shallow
right field.

“Our defense is strong this year.
All of our players are playing well
defensively. If we do make mistakes,
we can pick each other up. On my
plays, I knew the outfielders were
playing deep, so I had to get to any
ball I could that were shallow,”
Chambliss said.

“One of the things that she is best at
is taking control of the infield. She
calls outfielders off on the balls all
the time. Since we don’t have a fence,
our outfielders tend to play a little
deeper here, so she knows she has to
make up some ground. Four or five of
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LEADING FROM START TO FINISH...Blue Devil Dan Luzzi, left, leads the pack in the first leg of the 4x800. Luzzi, Matt
Luppino, Mike Reilly and Kevin Smith took top honors in the event, finishing in 7:57.28


