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NEW CONGRESSMAN...Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th) speaks at last week’s lun-
cheon of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Rotary Club held at the Stagehouse Restau-
rant. Mr. Holt’s 12th Congressional District now covers the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood following redistricting.

Christie Campaign Has
Raised $6.2 Million

945 U.S.22W  •  NORTH PLAINFIELD
(908)755-5200  •  EBERSFURNITURE.COM

Enjoy a heated conversation.
When the talk turns to summer, the conversation starts with Eber’s–
where enhancing outdoor living has been our goal for more than four 

generations. An unmatched collection of the finest outdoor furniture fills 
four showrooms, representing one of the largest displays in New Jersey. 

When it’s time to think outside the house, think Eber’s!

PATIO SETS • BAR SETS • POOL FURNITURE • FIRE PITS • UMBRELLAS

Hurrah for Summer Sale now on
   20%up 

to

off

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

Photo courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
DISCUSSING COUNTY MANAGEMENT...On Saturday evening, Republican
Freeholder candidates Marc Krauss, left, of Springfield and Mark Martini of
Westfield discussed the management of the Union County Improvement Author-
ity under Charlotte DeFillipo and what that means for Westfield taxpayers with
Councilman Sam Della Fera, center.

REGION – The Chris Christie For
Governor campaign has filed nearly
$6.2 million in funds raised from 14,260
contributors. Supporters includes indi-
viduals in and out of New Jersey.

“Governor Christie’s style of strong
leadership continues to resonate and
draw an unprecedented show of sup-
port for the Governor’s reelection from
inside and outside of the state, and from
across the donor spectrum,” said Will-
iam J. Palatucci of Westfield, Christie
for Governor chairman. “That wide-
spread enthusiasm, particularly among
grassroots supporters, has translated
into a strong and considerable financial
position for the campaign, giving us
the resources we need to share the
Governor’s message of strong leader-
ship and progress for New Jersey.”

“I want to give particular thanks to
Finance Chairman Jon Hanson, Todd
Christie and all the others who took a
leadership role in reaching an un-
precedented number of contributors
supporting Governor Christie’s re-
election,” Mr. Palatucci said.

In filings to be made with the Elec-
tion Law Enforcement Commission,
the Christie Campaign will report: rais-
ing $6,166,158  in total net contribu-
tions since the Governor declared his
candidacy; $3.4 million cash on hand,
even after accounting for the $1.2
million television ad campaign an-
nounced last week; 14,260 contribu-
tors to the Governor’s reelection cam-
paign which is nearly six times the
number of contributors that gave to

the campaign in the 2009 Primary.
More than 10,700 of those, or 75

percent of total contributors, have
given in amounts of $100 or less.
Eighty-five percent of the total contri-
butions are from within New Jersey.

Individuals from all 50 states and
the District of Columbia have con-
tributed to the campaign. Last week,
the campaign launched its first tele-
vision ad of the cycle, highlighting
Governor Christie’s Jersey style of
leadership and record of bipartisan
accomplishes to fix New Jersey. On
Friday, Governor Christie secured the
endorsement of the Essex County
Police Chiefs Association.

County Looks to Rescind
Birdsall, PMK Contracts

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders considered reso-
lutions last Thursday to rescind a con-
tract with the Birdsall Services Group,
following the indictment of seven execu-
tives on allegations they conspired in a
scheme to avoid the restrictions of New
Jersey’s Pay-to-Play Act. The case is
being handled by the New Jersey Attor-
ney General’s Office.

Freeholder Chairwoman Linda Carter
has said none of the Birdsall indictments
involved Union County projects. Accord-
ing to published reports, the company,
which is under Chapter 11 Bankruptcy
Protection, is under the direction of a
state-appointed trustee and is expected
to be sold in a matter of weeks.

The contract the county is looking to
rescind is for design, construction ad-
ministration and inspection services for
the East Hazelwood Avenue Bridge in
Rahway. The Freeholders are expected
to vote on Thursday, May 16, on a reso-
lution to approve a $579,750 contract to
Dewberry Engineering, Inc., of
Bloomfield, to replace Birdsall. Joseph
Graziano, director of engineering, pub-
lic works and facilities, said the Birdsall
contract had been for $564,000.

In addition, Mr. Graziano put forward
a resolution to rescind a $16,000 contract
with the PMK Group of Cranford and
another resolution to replace the com-
pany with Matrixneworld of Florham
Park for a contract of $20,500 for
stormwater compliance.

Mr. Graziano said, in both cases, the
county has gone with the second lowest
bidder. Both companies have agreed to
complete the work for the price they
quoted in their original request for pro-
posals (RFP).

The Freeholders have put forth resolu-
tions supporting several pieces of state
legislation. Assembly Bill 3509 and Sen-
ate Bill 2479 would establish nutrition
equity for undocumented immigrant chil-
dren known as “DREAMers.” Senate
Bill 2430 and Assembly Bill 3690 would
declare violence a public health crisis
and recommend expansion of the mental
health programs and federal government
adoption of gun measures, and would

establish a “Study Commission on Vio-
lence.”

The board also considered a resolu-
tion authorizing the county manager to
apply for a $413,735 grant from the state
Department of Community Affairs for
the rehabilitation of The Arc of Union
County’s resident groups and office and
day program sites damaged by Hurri-
cane Irene, under the state’s Community
Development Block Grant-Disaster Re-
development funding.

Another resolution to be added is for a
$213,500 contract to be awarded to
United Computer of Cherry Hill, N.J.
Ron Zuber, director of parks and com-
munity renewal, said the company will
provide technical support services and
assist county staff in the Division of
Information Technology (IT).

“Due in part to both layoffs and resig-
nations, our IT support staff has de-
creased and we are having difficulty
meeting the demands and needs of our
users,” Mr. Zuber said. He said the con-
tract involves the county’s networks, com-
puters and services but does not include
the county website. He also said the
county would not renew contracts with
Kean University or with Microsoft Sup-
port Services.

Other resolutions considered were
granting municipalities the authority to
close roadways for upcoming events. In
the first resolution, Springfield is seek-
ing to close Mountain Avenue from the
intersection of Shunpike Road to North
Trivett Avenue and Shunpike Road from
the intersection of South Springfield Av-
enue to the intersection of Mountain
Avenue for the township’s Memorial Day
Parade on Monday, May 27.

Berkeley Heights has asked for per-
mission to close Springfield Avenue from
the intersection of Snyder Avenue to the
Berkeley Heights/Long Hill Township
bridge for the Mt. Carmel Society Festi-
val and fireworks display from 6 p.m. on
Tuesday, July 16, to 2 a.m. on Wednes-
day, July 17. Mountainside is seeking
permission to close Mountain Avenue
from New Providence Road to
Mountainview Drive on Sunday, June
16, from 9 a.m. until noon for a Police
Athletic League fund-raising event.

The freeholders also are set to approve
funding to the following organizations:
$25,000 to the Union County Baseball
Association to provide assistance for the
2013 summer and fall youth baseball
programs payable out of the Kids Recre-
ation Trust; $3,000 to the Haitian Flag
Day Committee for the Haitian Flag Day
Parade; $4,000 to Portugal Day, Inc. for
the Portugal Day Parade; and $4,000 for
the Plainwood Square Merchants’ Asso-
ciation in support of their community
and cultural summer events including
summer concerts.

The resolutions are expected to be
included on the agenda for the Freehold-
ers next meeting on Thursday, May 16, at
the county administration building in
Elizabeth.

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

Rep. Holt is Guest Speaker
At FW-SP Rotary Luncheon

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club luncheon,
last Wednesday at the Stage House Res-
taurant in Scotch Plains, featured Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th) and raised money
for a good cause.

Rep. Holt, who has been re-elected
seven times, is new to the Scotch Plains
and Fanwood area after the 12th Con-
gressional District was expanded north
from Mercer County to Union County
as part of redistricting.

The Congressman  decried the recent
sequester and budget cuts in Washing-
ton and called for new spending for
research and innovation to move for-
ward in the future, “not just in Washing-
ton, but on the local level,” he said.

He reminded Rotary members that
times had been tough after World War II
when returning soldiers needed homes
and an education. He extolled the in-
vestment in the G.I. Bill, which he
called a “tremendous investment in the
future of our country, which paid off.”
He continued, “In 1944, we had a big
deficit, but the investment in housing
and education looked to the future. We
had a can do attitude,” he said.

“When I meet with students and they
want to know what we do, I say, when I
vote on the floor of the House of Repre-
sentatives, I represent you,” he said.
“Much of what I do every day is answer
questions from you. At the end of the
day, I feel that I helped someone,” he
added. He further said, “As a commu-
nity we can ban together to build some-
thing and create equality of opportu-
nity.”

“We must make an investment in
government, something some people
don’t like to talk about,” he said. “I’m
unapologetic about it. It is not a mis-
take, we have a country to be proud of.”
He then called for an investment in

science and technology education.
“Let’s invest in research projects,” he
said. “Science and technology will cre-
ate a work force that could double our
return,” he added.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-
22, Scotch Plains), who attended the
luncheon, said, “Rush Holt just gave us
some good reasons to invest in America.”
Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover
added, “Being a member of the Rotary
is very fulfilling. It’s an organization
that looks after the community and its
neighbors.”

In other business, Rotary President
Mike Dietrich asked the members to
contribute to the Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society to honor Matthew
Hambrecht, who is only 11 years old,
and is its 2013 Man of the Year. Mat-
thew was diagnosed with AML, a form
of Leukemia, when he was 18 months
old.

He has been cancer free for 10 years.
His sister Julia donated her bone mar-
row to help her brother. He is the son of
the Stage House chef Eric Hambrecht.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held May 7, 2013,
and that the said Council will further con-
sider the same for final passage on the
21st day of May, 2013 at 8:00 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO 2008

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF
SECTION 11.11 THE LAND
USE ORDINANCE OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Whereas,   the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield does hereby find that
certain amendments to Section 11.11 of
the Land Use Ordinance are necessary for
the purpose of preserving and maintaining
existing neighborhood design character-
istics relating to architectural building fea-
tures significant to the identity of the Wal-
nut Street and Orchard Street neighbor-
hood; and

Whereas, prior to 1946 this area was
zoned to only provide for single family
dwellings; and

Whereas, in 1946 the Land Use Ordi-
nance was amended to permit both one
and two family dwellings with the require-
ment that two family dwellings have a
single family dwelling appearance; and

Whereas, this requirement was con-
tained in the Land Use Ordinance from
1946 to 1967; and

Whereas the Historic Preservation Plan
identifies Walnut Street and Orchard Street

as being identified as part of the Dudley
Park historic district; and

Whereas, the Town Council believes it
is imperative to preserve these neighbor-
hood historic characteristics.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield in the County of Union as fol-
lows:

SECTION I   Section 11. 11A.2 of the
Land Use Ordinance is hereby amended
to read as follows:

2. two-family residential uses in a single
structure on the same lot providing the
same have the general appearance of a
one-family dwelling with a single main
entrance.

SECTION II. Section 11. 11E.14 is
hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced
with the following language:

E.14 Minimum Garage Space. Only de-
tached garages shall be permitted and
each dwelling shall have at a minimum a
detached 1-car garage.

SECTION III. Section 11. 11E is hereby
amended to include the following new sub-
section 15:

15. Minimum Front Porch. Each princi-
pal building shall have a front porch, with a
width which is at least fifty percent (50%) of
the width of the front façade, and a depth
of at least five (5) feet.

SECTIONI V. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of this ordinance are hereby re-
pealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION V. In the event that any sec-
tion, part or provision of this ordinance
shall be held to be unenforceable or invalid
by any court, such holding shall not affect
the ability of this ordinance as a whole, or
any  part thereof, other than toe part so
held unenforceable or invalid.

SECTION VI. This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication as
soon as, and in the manner provided by
law.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PHOTOGRAPHERS
NEEDED

Current openings are available
for freelance photographers to
cover evening and weekend
events. Photographers should
have digital cameras and com-
puter software capable of up-
loading quality, high resolution
color photos in .jpg format. We
seek community-minded, de-
tail-oriented photographers
with a professional demeanor.
Must be able to write short,
concise and accurate captions
and meet deadlines. E-mail
résumé and photo samples to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times


